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SYLLABUS

HA

N

(Reduced for academic year 2021-22)

There will be two papers in English Language:

PR

Paper I: Theory (One and half hours): 40 Marks

AK

EngLISH LAngUAgE

AS

The subject English has two components, English Language and Literature in English.
Each of these components will consist of a Theory Paper of 40 Marks and Project Work of
10 Marks.

Paper II: Project Work: 10 Marks

Question One:

HE

A composition on one of a number of subjects.

RS

PAPER I: THEORY – 40 Marks

Question Two:

… 20 Marks

OT

(a) Directed Writing (article writing, book review, film review, review of cultural programme, speech
writing, report writing, personal profile, and statement of purpose) based on suggested points.
…12 Marks

L

Question One

BR

(b) Proposal Writing based on a given situation. The proposal should include (i) An Introduction
(ii) Objectives (iii) List of Measures to be taken. A concluding statement is desirable.
…8 Marks

YA

Candidates will be required to select one composition topic from a choice of six. The choice will normally
include narrative, descriptive, reflective, argumentative, discursive topics and short story.

O

The required length of the composition is 350 – 400 words.

G

The main criteria by which the compositions will be marked are as follows:
(a) The quality of the language employed, the range and appropriateness of vocabulary and sentence
structure, syntax, the correctness of grammatical constructions, punctuation and spelling.

(b) The degree to which candidates have been successful in organising the content of the composition as
a whole and in individual paragraphs.
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Question Two
There are two parts in this question and both parts are compulsory.
(a) The piece of directed writing will be based on the information and ideas provided. The required
length will be about 200–250 words. The range of subjects may include article writing, book review,
film review, review of cultural programme, speech writing, report writing, personal profile and
statement of purpose.

HA

N

Skills such as selecting, amplifying, describing, presenting reasoned arguments, re-arranging and
re-stating may be involved. The candidates’ ability in the above skills, including format, will be
taken into account as well as their ability to handle language appropriately in the context of the
given situation.

AK

AS

(b) Candidates will be required to write a proposal based on a given situation. The proposal should
include an introduction, objectives and a list of measures to be taken. A concluding statement is
desirable. The candidates will also be marked on linguistic ability.
PAPER II: PROJECT WORK - 20 Marks

PR

In addition to the syllabus prescribed above for Class XII, candidates are also required to be assessed in
Project Work.

RS

PROJECT WORK FOR CLASS XII

HE

Project Work in Class XII consists of assessment of candidates in three projects, one each on Listening,
Speaking and Writing skills.

OT

Listening and Speaking skills are to be assessed internally, by the School, during English course work in
Class XII.
Writing Skills are to be assessed externally by the Visiting Examiner, appointed locally and approved by
the Council.

BR

Details of assignments for Project Work are given below:
Listening Skills (to be internally assessed by the subject teacher)

G

O

YA

L

An unseen passage of about 500 words may be read aloud, twice, the first time at normal reading speed
(about 110 words a minute) and the next time at a slower speed. The passage may be taken from any novel,
newspaper, magazine article, journal and so on but not from an ICSE or ISC textbook. Students may
make brief notes during the readings followed by answering objective type questions based on the passage,
on the paper provided.
Speaking Skills (to be internally assessed by the subject teacher)
Students are to be assessed through an individual presentation of about three minutes followed by a
discussion with the subject teacher, for another two or three minutes.
Some of the themes which may be addressed are:
1. Narrating an experience
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2. Giving directions or instructions on how to make or operate something
3. Providing a description
4. Giving a report
5. Expressing an opinion or a theme-based conversation
Writing Skills (to be externally assessed by the Visiting Examiner)

N

A piece of written work of about 500 words must be produced.

HA

List of suggested assignments for Project Work:
1. The text of a brochure

AS

2. A product description

3. A process description (e.g. instruction to operate a device, a recipe, a scientific experiment)

AK

4. Description of a sporting event
5. An autobiographical experience

PR

6. Review of a television serial

BIFURCATED SYLLABUS

HE

SEMESTER 1
(Marks: 40)

RS

(As per the Reduced Syllabus for ISC – Class XII Year 2022 Examination)

SEMESTER 2
(Marks: 40)

LAngUAgE

OT

PORTIOn TO BE COVERED

G

O

YA

L

Grammar

BR

Comprehension

PORTIOn TO BE COVERED

Composition
Directed Writing
Proposal Writing
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SPECIMEn QUESTIOn PAPER (Solved)
Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

(For Semester - 2 Examination)
[Issued by CISCE]

AS

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AK

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

PR

(i) You have recently shifted to a new city. Describe the area where you live, your next-door
neighbours, the difficulties you faced while shifting and why you like/dislike the place.

Answer :

HE

RS

It was a warm evening when the news came. Father had a rather worried look on his face.
Mother rushed to get him a glass of water, as he had just returned from work. I sat beside him
and asked him about his worried look, and the words he uttered got me quite worried as well.

OT

“I have been transferred to Bengaluru,” father said, with a sad look on his face. We both knew
that it would be challenging for both of us to shift, but the real anxiety was due to the thought
that we would lose contact with people we had known for what seemed like ages. Mother did
not waste time and she had already begun preparations for shifting.

BR

Obviously, leaving Patna was bound to make me feel a little bad, but I knew that new
beginnings, new friends, and new experiences awaited me in Bengaluru.

YA

L

Shifting caused quite a bit of chaos, considering the distance between Patna and Bengaluru is
around two thousand kilometres. It took us more than two weeks to move all our belongings to
the destination. I hurt my knee while helping to move the refrigerator into the house, but it’s
alright now.

G

O

I noticed a sharp contrast between Bengaluru and Patna; the scene in Bengaluru is quite different
from what I was used to witnessing in my hometown. Every house has its own garden and a
few trees at the door. Our neighbours have a lot of flowers in their garden, and Mother was
already planning about what would be planted there once shifting was done.

It’s quite a nice locality, all things considered—forty feet roads, a hypermarket at walking
distance, and very nice and welcoming people all around. There are trees everywhere, and
everyone has some pet or the other at home, though dogs are the most common. Also, there is
a tiny hotel around the corner that sells steaming hot and crispy dosas.
Our neighbours are very nice people. To the left of our house, we have another migrant,
Wilson uncle and his family. They came from their village in Tamil Nadu around 15 years
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ago. They’ve adapted quite well to the Kannadiga life of Bengaluru. To the right, we have
Kumar Anna. He was born and bought up in Bengaluru, and he’s pretty nice as well. He
showed my father and me around the locality and introduced us to many people. He speaks
fluent Kannada.

N

Honesty, I love Bengaluru a bit too much, and I get a chance to eat my favourite food every day.
The weather is quite pleasant, and the people are very welcoming. I can’t wait to make new
friends at school and see what other wonders this city holds!

Explain what you did and what you gained from this experience.

Answer :

HA

(ii) Narrate an incident from your own experience when you helped someone prepare a meal.

PR

AK

AS

It was yet another mundane day for the siblings to get through while their parents were away at
work. Being awake, Sakura couldn't hold in her rage towards her elder brother Yuki who was
asleep till 12 noon. A bucket of water was enough to threaten him. She roared, "I'm hungry.
Can't you cook something?" She was the adorable little lioness to her big lazy brother. Yuki
finally dragged himself to the kitchen. He was surprised at the note their mom left, "I’m late.
Make something for yourself and your little sister." Being their neighbour, I could hear the
amount of chaos that note had caused.

HE

RS

Sakura's shrill voice pierced my ears, "It's better to starve than to eat meals cooked by you." And
it was enough for the kids to quarrel. I knocked at their door. I told them, “Let’s eat together.
I'll cook for you kids." Yuki was timid. He said, "We are sorry to trouble you. But would
you please help us prepare a meal?" Sakura was rather excited to help. We gathered in the
kitchen. Yuki began cutting the potatoes while Sakura took onions. It was her first time, and as
expected, she had her eyes bawled out.

BR

OT

I was exhilarated to help these kids. I cooked rice and the potato dish. My apprentice, Yuki,
was enjoying this lesson of life. I added a teaspoon of experience, a cup of excitement and
a pinch of love. I made sure that this dish was the best these kids ever had. Meanwhile,
Yuki and Sakura got into yet another fight over who’d wash the dishes. I wonder why kids
want to do elder's work. Even I was once like that. However, as time flows, we tend to
grow lazy.

G

O

YA

L

Hours passed by in the blink of an eye. Twilight was rather sad that evening, but I wanted to
relive my days as a kid. I kind of pitied those children; they barely saw their parents. It often
felt like they had abandoned them while chasing after money. Their mom knocked on the door.
Sakura ran towards her mom and said, "You know what, today Yuki and I cooked the meal.
Didi also helped us."
Aunty was exhausted. I could see it in her eyes. She apologised for all the trouble. She told me,
"We are moving tomorrow to the city where I work. I know it's sudden. But tomorrow is the
deadline, and I'll have to leave with the kids. Now I'll be able to watch them grow."
I was wrong. I realised no parent could ever abandon their children. She continued, "I have been
working so hard to get this. Will you help me shift?" I replied, "Of course. I'll help you."
"Leave it to me; just rest for now. I'll pack everything." She slept peacefully. I looked at the kids
and couldn't stop crying. I thought, "So, this was our last meal."

10
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(iii) International sports promote friendship between nations.
Argue FOR or AGAINST the given statement.

Answer :
For

HA

N

International sports refer to the sports when the participants represent at least two countries. The
most well-known international sports event is the Olympic Games, and others including, the
FIFA World Cup and the Paralympic Games. From time immemorial, International sports have
influenced the democracy, freedom, and culture of countries worldwide. I stand for this concept
"International sports promote friendship between nations".

AS

International sports are directly proportional to world politics and are a matter of pride and
prestige for a nation. Many sports have persuaded many minorities to take part in different
sports events.

RS

PR

AK

Modern international sports events are a huge business opportunity for many countries globally,
especially for political, economic, and other cultural growth. Sports increases compassion
and encourage peace between nations. Sports exchange between nations is often used as an
instrument of public diplomacy, considering that the aim is to increase mutual understanding.
It is safe to express displeasure with the other country and its policies because it is not
a significant issue compared to the international political system. The commonest way to
show resentment through sports events is by boycotting the sport. It is estimated as the most
calculated and low-cost alternative to any other political action.

HE

Sports often start or provoke political conflict between countries. Since an athlete or a team
represents his/her nation, a counterpart’s hatred can strongly dislike the nation.

BR

OT

Attaching sports to the scope of international relations would be helpful to boost the size of
diplomacy. Although sports hold no political value, they are used for diplomacy between two
nations, like accepting their national sports. Also, sports can bring out peace and harmony in
international relations by exchanging them, thus overcoming the damaged relations between
people and creating an example for the world.

L

With the development of modern digital media, people can sit in front of the television and
watch major international sports events simultaneously.

YA

All in all, international sports events indeed require a great effort from each participating country;
it builds an opportunity to exchange cultures and form a strong relationship between nations.

Against

G

O

International sports events are indeed a way to increase pleasant relations between nations. But
the hatred and toxic competitiveness finish all the essence and thus lead to enmity between
countries. As there are two sides of a coin, sports, on the one hand, promote familiar and
friendly vibes, and on the other hand, increase displeasure between nations.
According to a survey, aggression increases considerably in the participants of the World
Cup. The participants of the non-qualifying countries experienced a significant rise in their
aggression level during the World Cup year. The results went through rigorous testing, and
the estimated effect was much larger for countries where soccer is the most played sport. The

Goyal’s ISC English Language Model Test Papers Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination
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results also suggest that going to the World Cup increases aggression in the participants by
about two-fifth as much as a revolution does.
Biased judgements of non-independent judges cause a threat to the validity of international sports
competitions. The nationalities of the jury members can be a major source of bias, as they
consciously or subconsciously may prefer athletes from their own nation. Such partiality can
cause significant damage to the relations between various nations as the outcomes of the sports
events cannot be relied upon.

HA

N

A major suspicion of nationalistic favouritism in ski jumping competitions was seen in the data
drawn from the FIS World Cup competitions.

AS

As per human psychology, the desire for trophies overpowers the fundamental values of humanity,
and morals are put at stake. Sportspersons develop a feeling of hatred and bitterness towards the
players of other nations in making their country proud. This leads to unhealthy competition and
rivalry between the players and coaches of different nations. A strong feeling of hostility develops
between the citizens of the nations, especially in matches like India versus Pakistan.

RS

PR

AK

The true essence of sports has also been affected by racism. In baseball, for instance, African
Americans were barred from participating in the National Association of Baseball Players
because of regional bias and unofficial colour bans dating back to the 1890s. Intellects have
described an “invisible centrality of whiteness” that penetrates the upper levels of football in
Europe. Non-white football players in Europe are often categorized racially, which eventually
leads to a feeling of hatred amongst different countries.

HE

In spite of endless number of international sporting events, the world reels under the evils of
partiality, racism, discrimination, and hostile relations.
(iv) Lockdown.

OT

Answer :

On 22nd March, 2020, the entire subcontinent of India underwent a sea change. An unknown
stranger had suddenly invaded us all with so many ifs and buts.

BR

The government announces a complete lockdown of an economy, and life's wheels suddenly
pause. Now, what – presumptions, assumptions and apprehensions, anticipations?

L

An air of uncertainty prevailed, with even the annual board exams coming to an abrupt halt.
Schools and institutions shut down with no clue about their reopening.

YA

The end of March was being looked forward to as the end of the trouble, but no, more troubles
followed.

G

O

I, being a teacher, was obviously faced with a dilemma; thousands of students were stranded in
their homes, waiting for their results. The movement was barred, and then the management of
Delhi schools joined to take a landmark decision, never till date thought of or imagined. Digital
classes, virtual classes, online classes, something that all this while had been a part of debates
and essays, now came alive.
Hats off to the management of our school, who took up the challenge and, within a couple of
days, have seen the entire system in motion – results were sent online, making of class routine
followed, allocations of sections to the students. It was indeed a Herculean task.

12
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After initial hiccups, we rolled on and on. What a smooth ride it had been! A joyful ride! A
roller coaster ride! O, what fun! Classes were being conducted as never before; neither rains
nor the scorching sun could deter our spirit. This whole new world was an experience beyond
words, notwithstanding the technical glitch occasionally.

HA

N

Innovations were like never before. Can you imagine my cell phone hanging in the middle of the
air with one side clipped to make a loop dropping low from my window and a pile of books
down under or sometimes, the boxes to provide this miracle gadget, abase, a footing? The
smartphone had made me even smarter. Since then, improvisation in every field, be it teaching
techniques, uploading the assignments, or talking with the children. The teachers boastfully
claim to be one up with the syllabus assignments, PPTs, video classes, and whatnot. We have
taken a gigantic leap.

AS

We are looking forward to successful academic years.

AK

(v) Online education during the pandemic has been a blessing in disguise. Give your views on the
above statement.

Answer :

PR

Change is the only constant. Never before has this saying been more accurate than in the present
time.
“There is success in every failure.”

HE

RS

It's all about the perspective, which directs our minds. First, COVID and then the lockdown; it
was like a nightmare. People have been suffering and dying across the world. There was even
a sense of guilt for having the luxury delivered to our doorstep. The situation resulted in the
loss of courage and negativity surrounding us from every nook and corner.

OT

The main thing is to remember that, "It's our attitude at the beginning of a difficult task or
situation which more than anything else, will affect the successful outcome."

BR

The entire world is grappling with a pandemic that has brought about monumental change in
the very way of life, from workplace to marketplace, especially in education. Nothing has
undergone a tremendous change in the education system.

L

From congregating classrooms to attending classes online, students have had to face a major
change in their study methods. Whether this change is for better or worse is a matter of
perspective.

YA

Though this lockdown has kept us inside our home, at the same time, it has been 'a blessing in
disguise’ in the bigger picture.

O

All this time, our teaching has been chalk and talk process. Rote learning has always been the
norm.

G

Largely, our Teacher-Education system remains so primitive that new technology-based teaching
has not been fully incorporated. The examinations are memory-based, whether objective or
subjective. The weightage is given to the knowledge component rather than the understanding
and application of the concepts. It has killed learners' curiosity, as innovative approaches
were never tried in full scale for fear of syllabus completion just for the sake of the exams.
Brilliant minds are blunted with our teaching-learning strategies, which are purely adapted for
standardized board examinations.
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With the sudden break of COVID, this lacuna inherent in our system is now open.
This is where all online learning platforms have come to our rescue, and the scope of online
learning has increased manifold than ever before. In the context of school and college students,
online teaching has helped keep up with the curriculum from the safety and comfort of homes.
Hence, ensuring that studies have not been compromised.

N

But as said, “Every situation has its advantages and disadvantages”; thus, the corona situation is
not an exception. Therefore, some shortcomings have also been faced in online learning, as it
requires more time than the on-campus classes.

AS

Therefore, "Just don't give up trying to do what you really want to do."

HA

It may create a sense of isolation, allowing more independence. Sometimes, there is less availability
of courses, or connectivity which mainly hamper online learning and teaching. Still, these issues
are temporary and will be resolved with time and experience as we get used to the concept.
With this spirit, we can turn the pandemic time into a blessing in disguise.

AK

(vi) Write an original short story entitled: ‘The Missed Call’.

Answer :

PR

The blind grandmother has formed an odd attachment with the telephone ring, which only rings
at twelve o'clock in the afternoon, signalling the start of her day.

RS

Brunch is brought by my mum for my grandmother. She understands the significance of the
phone call, the Missed Call.

HE

“Check whether the battery is full or not,” my grandmother urged. “It was empty two weeks ago,
and I missed Gautam's calls for two days. That's something I don't want to happen again.”

OT

My grandmother had been blind for the previous five years due to diabetes. My grandmother was
attacked again two years later. My father, who was a dedicated servant to the nation, died. He
wasn't merely killed; he was martyred.

BR

The homeland was more important to him than the mother. And the grandmother, despite her fear
of losing him, admired it.
“It's fully charged,” Mother said as she served her brunch. “You won't miss any more calls from
Gautam.”

YA

L

When my dad joined the army, the mother was composed, only from the outside, but inside, the
thunder was blaring. Unlike my mother, Grandma didn’t have the upper hand of calming down
her fiery senses by looking at my father’s photos.

G

O

My father’s routine break at 12 in the noon paved a way for the call at home, gave Grandma the
assurance of his life. She felt satisfied after every missed call of my father each day.

14

Grandma felt compelled to speak with my father one day. She was counting down the
minutes until the clock struck twelve. The screen lit up, and the bell rung as the clock's
hands crossed each other. She was overjoyed and pressed the green button as quickly as
she could. The ringing came to a halt. The phone call had started. She held the phone near
to her ear, but the connection was disconnected before she could say anything. That struck
her as odd.
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She summoned my mother to look into the matter. “There must be some network problem out
there,” Mother explained, “and he would call at the same time tomorrow.” Mother retrieved the
phone and placed it in its proper location before heading to the balcony to dry the clothes.
Grandma picked up the phone and pressed the green button twice. She placed the phone to her
ears, and the call was connected almost instantly. The bell rang, and the sound came from the
kitchen. She hung up and began the process all over again. She received the same response
once more.

HA

N

She was adamant that there were no coincidences because she was the mother of an army man.
Fifteen minutes passed, my mother, hailed down.

AS

She dashed into the kitchen as soon as she heard her phone ring. Tears welled up in her eyes as
she saw Grandma's number appear on the screen. With the phone in her hand, she moved over
to the grandma.

AK

Grandma's eyes were dripping with tears. Her anguish was visible on her face. My mother
collapsed on her feet, and they both began to scream.
The ugliness of the fake 'missed calls' appeared to have been exposed.
My mother confessed, “Two weeks ago.”

Question 2.

PR

Ceasing her crying, Grandma wailed only one thing, “When?”

RS

(i) You have recently watched an interesting film. Write a review of this film, in about 200 – 250
words, based on the points given below.
[12]

OT

HE

Name of the film and its director – actors in the film – type of film – plot – quality of direction
/ acting – cinematography / costumes / sets – reaction of audiences – recommended / not
recommended

Answer :

: Enola Holmes

Cast

: Millie Bobby Brown, Henry Cavill, Sam Claflin, Louis Partridge, Helena
Bonham Carter

Director

: Harry Bradbeer

BR

Film

O

YA

L

"Enola Holmes" is an adaptation from “The Enola Holmes Mysteries” of Nancy Springer. It
is fiction with different themes – mystery, adventure, a pinch of feminism and a bunch of
entertainment. The film was set in 19th century England where women were forced to follow
social norms. The women characters, as in the 19th century, wore corsets, bonnets, top hats,
bustles and petticoats, and men wore frock coat and straight trousers.

G

Harry Bradbeer, after the hit television series like "Fleabag and Killing Eve", brings this
adventurous movie "Enola Holmes". It was the most-watched film on the web during the
pandemic and became the seventh-most searched film globally on Google in 2020.
The protagonist shares her name with the film’s title. Her role is played by Millie Bobby Brown.
The important characters in her life are her brothers Sherlock (Henry Cavill) and Mycroft
Holmes (Sam Claflin); a useless but friendly guy, Lord Tewkesbury (Louis Partridge), and last
but not least, her mother Eudoria Holmes (Helena Bonham Carter).
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HA

N

Enola is the youngest sibling in the famous Holmes family. She is extremely intelligent,
observant, and insightful, defying the social norms for women of her time. On her 16th
birthday, she awakes to discover that her mother disappeared and finds herself under the
care of her famous detective brothers, Sherlock and Mycroft, who sent her to a school for
“proper” young ladies. She finally escapes finding her mother in London. But her journey finds
her entangled in a mystery surrounding a young runaway Viscount Tewkesbury. As the film
progresses, Enola becomes a super sleuth in her own right and saves the Lord from scheming.
Returning to her lodgings, she finds her mother and the reason for her absence. Finally, Enola
has found her freedom and her purpose.
So, in conclusion, it is a highly-recommended movie for all ages as it's worth watching.

AS

(ii) As a member of the Student Council of your school, you wish to start an old clothes collection
drive. These clothes are to be donated to an orphanage nearby. Write a proposal in not more
[8]
than 150 words, stating the steps you would take to make it a success.

AK

Answer :

Heading : A proposal for starting an old clothes collection drive
To
: The Administrator
From : A member of the Student Council
Date : 20 December, 20...

Subject :

A proposal for starting an old clothes collection drive

RS

PR

Header :

OT

HE

Introduction : To start a drive for collecting old clothes in our school meant to be donated to
an orphanage nearby.

BR

Statement of Objective : As the member of the Student Council of our school, I aim to conduct
a drive for collecting old clothes for an orphanage. It will be a helping hand for the orphans.
List of Measures:

L

Put banners and distribute pamphlets near the school gate and the campus so that the
campaign comes into the view of students and their parents.

YA

Inspire every student and teacher to participate in this drive by donating even a single piece
of cloth.
Prepare a small play to encourage the students.

G

O

Motivate students to carry out this campaign in their localities to collect more and more
clothes.

16

A group of students will be made in-charge to collect clothes from all the classes.
We hope that the proposal will be valued so that we can see the smiling faces of the orphans in
need.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 1 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) Committing mistakes could be extremely distressing. However, the experience only makes you a
better individual. Mention one such mistake that made you learn a life lesson.

PR

Answer :

RS

All it took was fourteen minutes, a phone call, and ego to turn a half-decade of unbreakable
bond into ash. Never had I imagined to break of with whom I once considered one in all the
world, my best friend.

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

My best friend and I met in the fifth grade when our teacher made us sit next to each other on
account of the different characteristics we had, she being the talkative one and me the silent
observer. It was tough to deal with her initially with her constant chatting and jokes, but
gradually, I came out of the imaginary shell that I created around myself and started acting
as a normal ten-year-old. Months passed, and without knowing, we became thick as thieves.
She was jolly, always on her toes, the best mimick I had ever seen, a mood lifter, and of
course, talking, occupying the first place in the endless list of what she was good at. A lot of
things changed when I was with her, the school building, friend groups, our likings but the
camaraderie; it never did, that was until the time came to choose different subjects and the
hope that we might be placed in the same classroom. But fate had other plans for both of us;
we got different classrooms, but what could a wall possibly change between us? I had said,
she smiled, and we promised to have lunch together. Times changed, people changed, and she
did too. She grew closer to people around her, our long conversations now only consisting
of ‘hellos’ and ‘byes’. My mistake was that I still believed that she considered me her friend
and would come back to apologise maybe, but it took me a long time to comprehend that she
had forgotten me. When I decided to confront her about this on a call since she would dodge
whenever I spotted her in school, she blamed me for not being with her and that I was just
insecure about the people she was with. Never had I imagined speaking the words that I did
that day. ‘I was wrong about you,’ I said and cut the call.
That day, I learnt that people might seem nice to us for a long time, but it is rightfully said
that ‘Nothing lasts forever’. Mistakes are a part of life, and I do not regret the mistake I
made, but I am grateful for the most important lesson I learnt that being ‘The show must
go on.’
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(ii) Describe a ‘natural calamity’. The description may vividly include the sight, the sound, the turn
and the aftermath.

Answer :

N

Natural calamities are unpredictable, and they can occur at any time at any place and can have
a mark imprinted in history and on a person forever. It is still believed that natural calamities
are a kind of punishment by God for all the sins committed by man on this earth. I still cannot
figure out if it was my destiny or some punishment to witness that horrifying day.

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

The day was 25th April 2015. My family and I had just returned home after a vacation at my
sister’s place in Delhi. It was like the calm before the storm, the only difference being that
it was an earthquake and not a storm. It was peaceful, my mother and grandmother chatting
and cooking in the kitchen, my grandfather and I watching our favourite comedy show on
the television while having our tea and biscuits, letting the aroma clear our minds, my father
reading the newspaper and my sister sleeping soundly after the tiresome journey. The ceiling
fan was at full speed, the sun shone brightly, and my father fanned himself with his newspaper
while complaining about the hot weather. It was not until our teacups started shaking on our
glass tables that my mother shouted, ‘Run, it’s an earthquake.’ Suddenly, the world around me
started moving as if we were about to be teleported to another world or maybe the cosmos.
The fan was shaking, and the door started creaking when my grandfather held my hand and
started descending the stairs. And then it started, the noises, the chaos, people shouting, running
out of their homes, children clutching their elders trying to make sense of the ruckus around.
I could hear my own heartbeat, fear taking over my mind just thinking about my family and
if something happened to them, but my conscience warned me, and I cleared my head of such
thoughts and stuck close to my family outside our home till the shaking stopped. After waiting
outside for about 10 minutes, we decided to go inside with me in the lead to take in the scene
I had just experienced. On entering the kitchen, it started again, the shaking, the plates and
utensils started falling, and I gave out a loud shriek dashing out when my father told me not
to move and stand in the corner of the passageway, and then realisation dawned upon me that
it was an aftershock. Everybody came rushing to check up on me, asking questions, while my
mind was just finding it difficult that anything could have happened if I had not run out at the
time.

L

That day, I realised that seeing the news flashes about earthquakes might be easy but seeing one
feeling the ground move below your feet was certainly not.

YA

(iii) Over obsession with the virtual world has made the young generation lose touch with reality.
What are your views on this topic?

G

O

Answer :

18

Gen-Z or zoomers consists of young adults born between 1996 and 2010. They constitute the
largest population of all the generations on earth.
There was a time when adults found it difficult to afford a smartphone, let alone a laptop or
a computer, but today, for the youth, the previous statement might sound like an eye-opener
probably because they cannot imagine an hour without these gadgets. Internet today has made
the impossible happen, and the youngsters are all up for it. With study materials, schools and
universities switching over to online courses for a global approach, it is easier for young adults
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AK

AS

HA

N

to get into their dream colleges by applying online and pursuing their goals. Now, preparing
for entrance tests does not require students to bear the burden of travelling to tuitions
when studying has become virtual. Apart from the virtual world benefitting the academic
side of this generation, it has made the entertainment sector boom with profits. Movies,
documentaries and other kinds of online entertainment programmes are the topics among
today's youngsters, while for some of them, it is easier to read online than to travel to
a library or bookstore, and this is what is harming them. The solution to every small
difficulty found online has made them trust the sites like Google, Instagram, Facebook,
etc., instead of their parents or well-wishers. They find it easier to enquire and share
their experiences online, which has led to an increase in cases of online harassment due
to their inexperience in the real world. Some online sites even house a vast number of
teenagers anonymously plotting their escape plans with people they meet online. Due to
the intriguing features being added to such platforms almost every day, the influx of young
users has created a lot of ruckuses online. They are now seen comparing themselves to
unreal standards losing themselves in the way and developing hostile behaviour, and in
some severe cases, getting diagnosed with mental disorders making it difficult for them to
move on from the past and scarring them for life.

RS

PR

Thus, with the Internet's various pros comes to their greater cons which need to be moderated
and regulated continuously to let the youth cherish this period of their life safely and happily.
In order to do this, they must themselves realise the harms of this fake and virtual world, learn
from their mistakes, be true to their families and inculcate modesty.

HE

(iv) “I liked her because she had a carefree look about her.” Write a story with a similar character
as the protagonist.

Answer :

OT

I liked her because she had a carefree look about her with her headphones intact on her head;
she bobbed her head, probably mumbling the lyrics of the song she was listening to with her
eyes closed.

G

O

YA

L

BR

I approached her with the common greeting ‘Hey’, but she did not listen. I repeated but to
no avail. I gave a light tap on her shoulder, and suddenly, she opened her eyes in fear,
clutching her hands to her chest, and said, ‘Who are you?’, an expected question when a
random stranger greets you. ‘Hello, I am new here, and no one here seemed my age, so
could you show me around?’ And then I saw it, the sparkle in her eyes and the wide smile
flashing white; she clapped her hands standing up and said, ‘Where shall we begin getting
out of the playground.’ That summer has a special and everlasting place in my heart.
She was extremely exuberant, showing me the neighbourhood I had shifted to telling me
about the people living there and the sketchy house at the end of the lane. She lived with
her grandmother and was homeschooled while her parents worked abroad. I was amazed
by the work she did at home with her grandmother, and the fact that she learnt to live
without her parents was no less. There was no one of her age in the neighbourhood until
I moved in. She had auburn hair, freckles dotting her cheeks and nose and mouth always
in a broad smile. She never seemed to stop smiling, and when I blurted my thoughts,
asking her if her cheeks ever hurt from smiling so much, she laughed again and replied
by just shrugging it off. She became my best friend, from stealing mangoes from the tree
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on the street after school to ringing people’s house bells and running away; her notorious
plans kept on climbing the ladder with me being her dutiful apprentice. I would even go
to her place every weekend at exactly a quarter past two in the afternoon to meet her
grandmother, who would spoil us with her delicacies and just spend time talking, playing
or soaking ourselves in the rain and jumping in puddles on the rooftop.

HA

N

Everything was well until she disappeared for a week without warning. It was not until I spotted
a car and a huge truck with some men emptying their place that I learnt from her grandmother
that my friend had lost her mother in a tragic accident, and her father was here to take them
both to live with him. I saw her in the car head down, hair covering her face, the smile
replaced by a thin alien line and the usual sparks in her eyes discarded and hidden by the pain
in her heart.

AS

(v) It’s better to work alone than to work with a team. Express your views either for or against the
statement.

AK

Answer :
For

RS

PR

A focused work requires high concentration and meticulous work. You can either work alone
or you can work in a team. But working in a team can cause unnecessary hassles and
interruptions. Therefore, as far as my choice is concerned, working alone is better for me
because it gives me success and the chance to explore my skills and competence to make me
more confident.

OT

HE

Working alone gives one many advantages. The first thing is that it makes one more independent.
When people work alone, they have to solve their assignments by themselves, and they can’t
rely on anybody. The way they do, the method they use, or even the manner they present are
all their work, and they have to choose how better to do. This process gives people many
experiences and the confidence to make their decisions in the future.

BR

Moreover, they can manage their time better when they work by themselves. People can do their
work anytime that is best for them, and they also don’t have to depend on others to have only
an agreement. They can schedule their work, set their own timetable, and only follow their
plan, which will save a lot of time.

G

O

YA

L

From my experience, working alone always gave me satisfaction. I was an introvert, so I
sometimes had a complex about myself, especially when I worked with others. But when I
did my final project in my previous classes, I did many experiments in the lab by myself and
realized that I could do my work much better than I had thought when I worked in a team.
I also felt very confident about my knowledge. Working alone gave me a chance to discover
my own ability and many experiences to solve problems that are not only in projects or
assignments but also in my own life.
In other words, you are your own boss. Your achievement gives you a sense of fulfilment, and it
also prepares you to take a risk independently.
Working alone simply means minimal direction and no supervision. It enhances diverse skills
like self-motivation, initiation, resourcefulness, confidence, dependability and problemsolving skills.

20
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Against
‘Alone, we can do so little; together we can do so much’ has been rightfully stated by Helen
Keller. Every great movement in history has been the result of teamwork, be it the Indian
freedom struggle, man’s successful mission to the moon or the liberation of slaves in the
United States.

HE

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

N

History in itself is enough evidence to state the innumerable benefits of teamwork. In the present
scenario, railway projects, global projects, and even a small startup project are done by a
team. When people with different ideas come together to work as a group, different views
and ideologies make working in a team a beautiful thing to witness. People put forward their
thoughts, and many a time, what we thought to be right turns out to be wrong, and that is
the beauty of a discussion; it leads a person to think from all kinds of perspectives and then
chooses his principles accordingly. Teamwork is the absolute winner when it comes to people
or companies who want to advance their career and success faster. Collaborating can be a very
fruitful experience because one understands ways other people use to get their work done and
enhances one’s knowledge of the skills required to be a jack of all trades. Moreover, working
with people can be a thrilling experience because one makes memories of various kinds that
can prove to be the building blocks of one’s career. The most important advantage of teamwork
is the distribution of load. People with expertise in their respective fields can take up chunks
of the bigger task, thus reducing the workload. Team members can help motivate a person
the right way if there is a deadline or some left out assignments crucial to the team. People
can rely on each other while working, promoting professionalism and essential for healthy
competition. Working together with different people teaches a person about the realities of the
world because not everyone has the same honest motive, and can also help in the exchange of
other cultures. It teaches a person to tackle tough situations and handle pressure.

OT

Teamwork is the tool needed to make people come out of their comfort zone to grow and
develop their personalities and utilise their capabilities to the fullest in order to shine bright as
professionals or individuals.

Answer :

BR

(vi) A penny saved is a penny earned.

YA

L

‘A penny saved is a penny earned’ applies to almost all job holders in this world; not only job
holders but anyone, in general, holding money, some asset, or want to learn the skill of being
financially independent.

G

O

The statement means that money saved is as good as money earned or the art of saving in a
simple manner. There is nothing as good as saving when it comes to money. Money can lure
even the most honest man and can lead to extravagance. In order to be called ‘money smart’,
one needs to be very patient and cautious when it comes to expenses. Money saved can be
used in an emergency medical situation, come in handy for helping someone or create more
money by means of investment, mutual funds, etc. That is why the more you save, the more
you earn. For being money smart, a person should spend his/her income on the necessities
first and save the rest of the money. This is especially helpful for people who want to start a
business with a profitable idea. Gradually, saving a penny can accumulate a good amount and
equalize a monthly earning of a person provided, he spends wisely and is not a spendthrift.
Shakespeare’s popular character Bassanio in the Merchant of Venice, as seen, says, “One wants
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HA

N

to learn a lesson about living lavishly, he borrows money and gets into a huge debt just to live
extravagantly.” If a person learns to stop buying lavish things the moment he/she gets money
on his/her hands and instead save it, then he/she can even purchase a thing of greater value
that he/she desires in his/her possession without having from savings through the process of
paying huge amounts of interest. Money-saving can be in many forms. One can start looking at
the electricity bills and prevent its unnecessary wastage from saving more money, and this, in
turn, can even help in conserving the environment or can install some cheaper forms of energy
by installing solar panels or tube-lights upon which the large proportion of money that one
saves can be channelled in some other way.

Saving is, thus, a necessary skill that needs to be instilled by anyone and everyone who wants to
be successful in life.

AS

Question 2.
Write a report of a seminar entitled.

AK

(a) School Education—Need to diversify
You may use the following value points.

[12]

PR

Need for education – formal education – academic excellences – classroom teaching –
importance of books – intellectual pursuits – degrees and qualification – informal education –
games and sports – quiz, debate, elocution – inter-school and intraschool competitions

RS

Answer :

HE

School Education—Need to Diversify
(A Report)
— By Charu Sharma

OT

Booker T. Washington, in his “Atlanta Compromise” address, said, “I determined, when quite
a small child, that if I accomplished nothing else in life, I would in some way get enough
education to enable me to read common books and newspapers.”

BR

The recently concluded two-day seminar at Gyan Bhawan, Patna, invited speakers from different
fields to highlight the need to diversify education to make it more purposeful for the masses.
Speaking on occasion, Prof. L.K. Mishra said, “Lack of practical education, especially among
the poor and the down-trodden, makes them vulnerable to economic and political exploitation.”

G

O

YA

L

The seminar was attended by 25 policymakers, academicians, educationists and education experts
from across the sub-continent. Presentations were made to highlight the importance of both
formal and informal education. The working groups specially focussed on the challenges of
reform and the need for academic excellence, and the importance of classroom teaching. The
extended plenary sessions established the success of the seminar.
In the third session, the funding of the reforms was a major issue, and the session was attended
by the directors of the different educational wings and Head of State Financial institutions who
vowed to endorse reforms aimed at building stronger diversified education systems.
Needless to say, students and their families have realized the importance of extracurricular activities in
order to create a wholesome academic atmosphere. Apart from degrees and qualifications, the need
for children to excel in soft skills was realized in the respective speeches.

22
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Games and Sports, quizzes and debates, interstate, inter-school and intraschool competitions need
to be given an extra push by the head of the institutions.
The need for creating a Special Task Force to reach out and monitor the effects of the reforms
was especially realized.

N

General and specific education should offer good preparation for knowledge-based careers;
encourage attitudes that foster life-long learning, and promote active citizenry in a large
democracy like India.

HA

(b) Mental health these days is a burning issue. As the Secretary of the student council, write a
proposal to be submitted to the principal for appointing an expert on child psychology to deal
[8]
with behavioural issues of the students on the school premises.

AS

Answer :

A proposal to appoint an expert on child psychology on a regular basis

Header :

To :
The Principal
From : Secretary of the Student Council
Date : 29 December, 20...

Subject :

A proposal to appoint an expert on child psychology on a regular basis

PR

AK

Heading :

RS

Introduction : Appointing an expert on child psychology on a regular basis will be helpful in
dealing with the issues related to behavioural problems among children.

List of Measures

OT

HE

Statement of Objective : As the Secretary of the Student Council, I feel the necessity to
hire an expert on child psychology who will help students deal with personal or academic
issues that may mark their performances at school. He will deal with the students who are
troublemakers and have anger issues. The expert will make it possible to instil confidence in
the children regarding any help they might need to discuss one-to-one and personally.

BR

We want to appoint a psychologist on the campus on a regular payroll.
Shortlist the children from different classes based on the cumulative report submitted by the
class teachers over the years.

L

We need to create a separate cabin for consultation and mentoring.

YA

We suggest you arrange regular counselling sessions for students of different ages.

G

O

I hope that the proposal for appointing an expert in child psychology gets approved at the
earliest to create an air of confidence among the students, teachers, and parents.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 2 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) Describe someone whom you know well in your family, any of your acquaintances or a
neighbour, whose traits and personality have made a great impact on you. Describe those traits
and how you have imbibed them.

PR

Answer :
grandpa

HE

RS

Family is the most precious thing for everyone, and one cannot live without it. Even when
we notice deeply, we can see that familial bonding is also found among families. Thus, the
importance of having a family cannot be ignored to live on the planet. A family is a place
where anyone can expect to get anything without the promise of return in exchange.

OT

In my family, I admire my grandpa the most. He is the key person in our family, who maintains
the family efficiently. He is my hero. My grandpa is truly an admirable person for his
outstanding qualities.

YA

L

BR

He has guided me to the right path so that I could shine in my career and personal life. When I
was a kid, he helped me in every possible way. When I turned a bit mature, he showed me the
ways to choose. After passing class Xth, he encouraged me to choose between Science, Arts
and Commerce and take the right decision. The most important thing is that he never forced
me into doing something or performing after his will. He bought me the first camera of my life
by halving his expense.

G

O

My grandpa has retired from his job and now passing his days with family and friends.
Moreover, my grandpa loves gardening and takes care of the garden in front of our house.
Frequently, he buys flowers of different categories asks me to get his photos with the plant.
I admire my grandpa and will continue doing so for his honesty, sincerity, and sense of
responsibility towards my family. The most important feature of my grandpa is sympathy for
others regardless of relations. When someone in the family turned ill, he rushed to take care
of the patient amid his thousands of responsibilities. My grandpa is a virtuous and benevolent
man, and I greatly admired him.
My grandpa never hesitates to inspire me whenever I do something good. He is a brave and
skilled person who has devoted his entire life to his family. I learned the importance and
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necessity of a close family from him. Whenever I am low, he motivates me to work hard and
achieve my aim. He is the one who contributed the most to become the person I am today.
I am truly very lucky to have a grandfather like him.
(ii) A family celebration

Answer :

HA

N

After a long wait, patience and perseverance, my maternal aunt’s wedding was finally fixed. We
all were thrilled to enjoy the festivities and experience all the rituals and customs of our Great
Family Wedding.

AK

AS

The most amusing function was of “Haldi and Mehendi”. All of us were dressed in yellow and
green combo and played with haldi. We all relived the reminiscence of Holi. We all immersed
in pools with the groom and bride and enjoyed the photoshoot session. While enjoying the
rituals, we were served with juicy fruit punch and delicious paneer tikka. All these rituals took
place in the amusement park of Bihta, where the food arrangements, lodging, and hygiene were
maintained well.

RS

PR

Next came the Sangeet function filled with amazement. I performed the welcome dance
on the Bollywood blockbuster song “Aaja Nachle”. After my performance, I was praised
with sweet words from my relatives and neighbours. Next to my performance, my sixtyyear-old granny danced to Govinda’s item number “Aunty No. 1”. The hall was echoing
with whistles and resonating with clappings. This was the most loved performance of the
Sangeet function.

HE

Finally, the wedding day arrived. The bride was dressed well, and her makeup was adorable,
while the members from the groom’s side were thrilled and amused by the bride’s entry.

OT

Lastly, the marriage ceremony began. Tilakpujan took place. Firstly, the groom was showered
with blessings and rich gifts; secondly, the bride was showered with blessings, jewels and the
wedding attire.

BR

Finally, the kanyadaan and vidaai ceremony ended, and we bade goodbye to our dearest bride
with sobbing eyes and whimpering soul.

G

O

YA

L

While enjoying the festivities, we came across many holy vows and promises according to our
Hindu beliefs. We came to know that marriage between the couple is made in heaven, and
once they get married, the bond is supposed to last for seven lifetimes. The unique part of
Hindu weddings is that they are very vibrant, intricately planned with culture-rich festivities
full of celebration and tradition. The essence of our Hindu wedding ceremony is the spiritual
and emotional union of two people. It’s also about the coming together of two families through
prayers and celebration.

(iii) No pain, no gain

Answer :
While talking about the value of hard work, we often hear people say, “no pain, no gain.” “No
pain, no gain” is a common proverb used as an exercise motto that acknowledges greater value
rewards for the price of hard work. It means that to achieve worthwhile goals, it is necessary
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to suffer or work hard. In other words, only by facing, dealing with difficulty or hardship,
one can succeed or make progress. It has been rightly said by Thomas Edison, “There is no
substitute for hard work.”

N

No pain, no gain—this expression applies to our day-to-day life as well. “An ant on the
move does more than a dozing ox,” said Lao Tzu. In our childhood, we all have read the
story “An Ant and a Grasshopper”, which tells how a hard-working ant worked hard to
secure a settled place for winter, whereas the lazy grasshopper had to suffer due to its
idleness.

AK

AS

HA

Similarly, to lead a well-settled life, we must work hard and face turmoils. An athlete practices
throughout the day just to have a name and win for his or her nation. A student studies day
in and day out just to secure a seat in his or her dream university. A mother takes care of her
family non-stop and a father works throughout the day to cater to the needs of his family.
Even a shopkeeper, seller, sweeper, nurse, and every other worker toils all day long to feed his
family.

RS

PR

“If little labour, little are our gains; Man’s fate is according to his pains.” These lines were
written by the famous poet Robert Herrick in his work “Hesperides”. Everything that we
want in life is connected to the effort that needs to be taken. If one is unwilling to make an
effort, not much can be achieved. History is full of examples that success results from
pain and turmoil. Inventions, discoveries and new theories needed struggle, time and
sacrifice.

HE

“No pain, no gain” is certainly true in all aspects of life. It is also true in character-building and
self-discipline. A good and noble character results from constant sacrifice, patience, effort and
struggle. It requires ceaseless efforts to form good habits and restrain oneself from temptations
and evil companionship.

YA

L

BR

OT

Therefore, to gain something in our lives and achieve our dreams, we must come out of our
comfort zone. There is no shortcut to success, and nothing is achieved by sitting idle and
wishful thinking. We have to work hard to make our wishes come true, and this involves some
pain, but we must remember that after a great pain follows a reward called gain. We have to
give our full efforts with dedication, honesty, and patience to taste the gain at the end. Michael
Jordan has rightly said, “Some people want it to happen, some wish it would happen, others
make it happen.”
(iv) Smoking should be banned by law. Express your views for or against this statement.

Answer :

G

O

For
The hallway was being cleared. The patient was rushed to the emergency room. “Hurry up,”
cried the doctors. He was immediately transferred from the stretcher to the ventilator bed.
“Another case of lung cancer,” sighed the doctor. “This is the ninth case this week,” exclaimed
the other.
More than seven million people die each year due to smoking tobacco, but the data does not
end here. Nearly one million deaths occur due to passive smoking, i.e. being exposed to
secondhand smoke. There are various smoking devices, including cigarettes, cigars, kreteks, and
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water pipes, all of which are equally injurious to health. Smoking often leads to cancer, heart
diseases, lung diseases, stroke, diabetes and other severe respiratory illnesses.
As per recent data, around 19% of adults around the world smoke tobacco, of which cigarette
smoking is the most common form. So, looking at the hazardous risks, should smoking be
banned completely by law? Will this have a positive impact, or will it lead to other major
issues, such as the smuggling of tobacco and other raw products?

AS

HA

N

In order to protect our environment, our lives, and the lives of our coming generations, we have
to put an end to smoking, but this will not be achieved in a day. The first step is to remove
the addiction to cigarettes and tobacco and not let the coming generations be addicted to these
products. Recently, New Zealand has taken an initiative to ban the sale of tobacco and cigarette
to its next generation. Anyone born after 2008 will not be able to buy cigarettes or tobacco
products in their lifetime; also, the proposal would raise the smoking age year by year until it
covers the entire population.

HE

RS

PR

AK

Many other countries have taken several initiatives to reduce access to tobacco and restrict
the use of cigarettes. Bhutan was the first nation in the world to ban the sale of tobacco
and outlaw smoking in public places. Ireland was the first country to ban smoking in
enclosed workplaces, including bars and restaurants. Many other countries such as Greece,
Bulgaria, Spain and Hungary have strict smoke-free provisions with a complete ban on
smoking in enclosed public places. Other initiatives have also been taken by the print and
television media to make people aware of the harmful effects of smoking on themselves
and their near and dear ones. All these initiatives have actually led to the decline in the
number of smokers since the last few decades, and the proportion of smokers who have
quit is also increasing.

Against

BR

OT

Therefore, smoking should be banned but to completely restrict the use of smoking products,
awareness among the people, checking on the production and transportation of raw materials,
and preventing addiction are the most important factors. These can only be achieved slowly and
gradually, and being human beings, it is our responsibility to create smoke-free earth.

L

Despite a million reasons to criticize smoking and ban it because we all know how harmful and
dangerous it is for life, there are still many reasons not to ban it.

G

O

YA

Society accepts that adults can harm themselves to some extent, so long as not harm others. This
is why the proposition is not arguing that people should be banned from smoking in private.
Passive smokers, who take in the exhaled tobacco air, choose to breathe in other people’s
smoke. If they do not want to smoke passively, they do not need to go to smoking places.
There is, therefore, no reason to ban smoking.
It is a personal matter whether to smoke tobacco or not, so governments have no right to try
to make people stop. It is, therefore, wrong to argue that a ban on public smoking should be
introduced to encourage people to give it up. Smokers fund their own healthcare through the
high taxes they pay on tobacco. In any case, heavy smokers are unlikely to give up since they
are addicted to nicotine which is again a strong reason as the government cannot go on moral
policing as long as one does not interfere with someone else’s life or health.
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A ban on smoking would drive many bars, pubs and clubs out of business. Smokers would not
go to these places. These businesses would also suffer financial losses due to the ban. Also, the
people working in these places would lose their livelihood. Pubs and clubs are important social
places for community gatherings in many places. They also provide jobs for people with few
skills in places with little work. It is therefore important that they survive.

N

Lastly, the forbidden fruit is the sweetest one. The same applies to smoking, and the more
you try to ban it, the more people are likely to take to it. That’s why rather than banning it
altogether, awareness should be spread about this issue.

AS

HA

A ban on smoking can prove to be an infringement of one’s freedom of choice. Almost 28% of
the world adults are regular smokers. Considering these facts, the government must resort to
alternative means. The heavy losses on the revenue front, the infringement on people’s freedom
and the need to retain individuals’ rights should be borne in mind.

AK

(v) To everything, there is a season. What are your views regarding this line from Ecclesiastes 3? Justify
by citing examples.

Answer :

RS

PR

“To everything, there is a season” is a line from “Ecclesiastes 3”, ‘A Time for Everything’. It
is a cherished Bible passage often quoted at funerals and memorial services. The line means
that there is a right time for everything. The underlying significance of the passage denotes a
divinely chosen purpose for everything we experience in our lives. The familiar lines and the
rhythm offer a comforting reminder of God’s sovereignty.

HE

The message in this passage of poetry centres around God’s ultimate authority in heaven and on
earth. Humans have mastered many things in this world, but some elements of our existence
are beyond our control. We cannot conquer time. God is the one who appoints each moment.

YA

L

BR

OT

There is a season to everything. All the processes in nature are cyclic. Resonating with the
title, nature sheds and heals in different seasons. We have beautiful scenic ambience in
spring, flowers and trees in full bloom; then comes hot and sultry summer followed by the
rains pushing the seeds out of their dormancy and to help the crops grow; then the soft
rays of the sun during autumn, when all leaves and flowers shrivel and fall, followed by the
snow in winter helping the earth to cool down; and then the never-ending cycle repeats. Any
disturbance in the usual seasons or weather ruins the crops and the general functioning of
nature as well.

G

O

We, as humans, are also a part of this nature. According to the famous poem by William
Shakespeare, “All the world’s a stage, and all men and women merely players,’’ our lives go
in stages as well. Our education caters to our gradual cognitive growth and relationships based
on our emotional maturity. We go through different classes, graduate school, and then, enter
college, all in stages. We build our relationships slowly as we come to know more about our
world and the people around us. Everything has a fixed timing; butterflies emerge from their
cocoons at a particular stage just like we break through our shells. All these prove everything
has a season to itself.
Our life is a mix of joy and sorrow, pleasure and pain, harmony and struggle, and life and
death. Each season has its appropriate time in the cycle of life. Nothing stays the same, and
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Answer :

HA

(vi) Write an original story beginning with “That was a mistake”.

N

we must learn to accept and adjust to the ebb and flow of God’s design. Some seasons are
difficult, and we may not understand what God is doing, but God is the author of our time
and the seasons we go through. Whatever God takes us through has a purpose, perhaps to
deepen our faith or to help us achieve a breakthrough in an area of life. God brings us to
new seasons, changes our circumstances, and adds fullness to our existence. God alone will
make things beautiful in due season and cause our lives to be abundant in meaning. It has
been rightly said by Charles Dickens, “Nature gives to every time and season some beauties
of its own.”

AS

That was a mistake, and I still have regrets for it. Whenever I think about it, I find myself in
low spirits. It seems like my butterfly days are gone, and I am the one who is solely blamed
for it. My life got upside down after that incident.

RS

PR

AK

Three years ago, things weren’t the same. I was in the final year of high school, eagerly waiting
to be graduated. My school had just opened after long summer vacation. I was glad to see the
faces of my friends and classmates. I belonged to one of our famous groups of friends, famous
for breaking the rules and following our own ways. That day, to our surprise, we noticed a
new face. “Good Morning, teacher,” greeted the students. “Good morning, students. Hope you
all enjoyed the summer break. Today, I would like to introduce a new student, Caroline Evans.
Unfortunately, she has been deaf since birth and relies on hearing aids and sign language to
communicate,” said the teacher.

BR

OT

HE

Days passed, and we enjoyed our daily routine in school. One day, while we were playing and
gossiping in the playground during recess, Caroline approached us. “You are the new girl,
Caroline,” blabbed Niklaus. “Why don’t you speak a word?” roared Chloe. Then, we started
to ridicule that the girl was dumb even to respond to us. At that moment, Caroline asked us to
make friends in sign language. Since we did not understand what she meant, we pushed her,
hurled sand in her eyes, and left merrily.

YA

L

The following day, to my surprise, I found Caroline seated on my bench. “Caroline wanted to sit
near the window, so I changed her place. You can sit behind her,” explained the teacher. After
the teacher left the room, owning to my annoyance and disgust, I pulled her hearing aids, truly
unaware of the consequences. Her ears turned red, blood running down her cheeks, the whole
class gasping in horror, and I was guilty.

G

O

As the news reached the headmaster, I was expelled for three weeks and my friends for a
week due to misconduct towards a classmate. I was made to apologize to Caroline and
her mother, and my parents had to pay for her broken hearing aids. When I went back to
attend the classes after three weeks, I came to know that she and her family had moved to
another city.
After that incident, things went back to normal, but they were not completely normal. I lost
friendship with my school friends, and my family also did not look at me the same way. Till
now, I think about the incident, and it makes me feel my apology was never enough. I wanted
to amend my mistake, but it seems impossible. I hope that Caroline would forgive me one day,
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and moreover, I forgive myself. I have realised my mistake and sworn not to treat anybody
how I treated Caroline.

Question 2.
(a) Write a speech you have to deliver on the occasion of International Yoga Day, during the
[12]
morning assembly in your school. You may use the following points.

HA

N

Greeting/Salutation – occasion (Yoga Day) importance of the occasion – kinds of yogic
postures, especially for teenagers – need for a compulsory brief Yoga session each day –
practice in daily chores – way to holistic living

Answer :

AS

Respected teachers and my dear friends, I extend a very happy good morning to all of you. At
the very outset, I thank you all for giving me this worthy opportunity to share my thoughts on
“Yoga”. On this occasion of International Yoga Day, I express my delight.

PR

AK

The practice of yoga is gradually becoming very popular worldwide. It, indeed, is an art of living
for people of every age and denomination. It is gradually becoming a holistic approach towards
one’s life and living. It advocates a beautiful physical, mental and spiritual awakening giving
rise to a very rich and complex tradition.

RS

21st June is celebrated as International Yoga Day, thereby establishing the truth that the world
community has risen to this fact that there is a dire need to create a healthy generation,
physically, mentally as well as spiritually.

HE

Though yoga is an ancient Indian culture, it has been acclaimed globally today as a means to
attain peace, happiness, and relaxation in the midst of all the chaos.

OT

My dear friends, a very competitive future beckons you. There is an absolute need to change
how we live and look at life. More and more of the younger generation is adopting the ‘Nirogi
Jeevan’ concept, where health is being given primacy over any other wealth.

BR

Apart from being inexpensive, it can be done in any comfortable set-up, be it a home, a park or
even while travelling. There is no need for expensive gadgets or tools like a gym or other such
practices.

YA

L

Aside from twists and turns and breathing exercises, yoga also proves to be a journey to discover
oneself. This International Yoga Day commemorates the significance of this wholesome practice
making it imperative to be incorporated into everyone’s life. It betters the overall metabolism of
any individual who practices it religiously.

G

O

The various asanas like Surya Namaskar, Dhanurasana, Bhujangasana, Kapalabhati and
Pranayama, and several other asanas help combat several health-related issues. The various
breathing techniques in yoga helps in bringing and restoring discipline and devotion in one’s
life. It makes one’s life incredibly rich and purposeful. As Bhagwat Gita says:
“Yoga is the journey of the self, through the self, to the self.”
Thank you.
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(b) As the head of the L.T.S. (Leadership Training Service) of your school, you have been assigned
to organise a night-stay for the members. Write a proposal in not more than 150 words, stating
the steps you would take to organise this camp.
[8]

Answer :
A proposal for organising a night camp for the members of L.T.S.

Header :

To :
The Principal
From : Head of the Leadership Training Service
Date : 29 December, 20...

Subject :

A proposal for organising a night camp for the members of L.T.S.

AS

HA

N

Heading :

AK

Introduction : To organise a night camp for the members of L.T.S. (Leadership Training
Service) will help them come together and discuss the objectives of the service in an informal
atmosphere.

RS

PR

Statement of Objective : As the Head of the Leadership Training Service, I propose to
organise a night-stay comp for the members of the L.T.S. on the school campus to enhance
fellowship and bonding among them for more effective functioning of the club.
List of Measures:

HE

The camp may be held on the school premises.

We may prepare a draft to discuss the issues relating to the functioning of the L.T.S.
We need to arrange the caterers for dinner and a bonfire.

OT

We also need to arrange the required bedding and lodging facilities.
Competitions should be held unit-wise to add to the fun quotient.

G

O

YA

L

BR

We hope that the proposal for holding the night camp gets approved at the earliest so that we
can plan and make all the necessary arrangements for the camp.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 3 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) ‘‘Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world”. What did Nelson
Mandela, according to you, mean about the purpose of education?

Answer :

RS

PR

When we think of the word ‘weapon’, the picture that comes to our mind is something that
we use to fight against our enemies. It can also be thought of as a tool to protect ourselves
and our people. Since the beginning of time, every fight has brought changes; for some, it is
positive, for others, negative.

OT

HE

As a citizen, to be useful and valuable to your country or this entire world in general, one has
to gather knowledge. The greatest battles are not fought with weapons but with men. And if a
country’s men are knowledgeable, no other country can pose a threat to it. From scientists to
pilots, everyone needs the education to be useful to the country.

BR

Now, apart from battlefields and wars, we, as general civilians, can also participate in the
development of our country. Today’s generation urgently needs people who can come up with
ideas that can save our earth from grave perils like climate change, increasing population, and
deadly, newly formed viruses.

G

O

YA

L

Every year, the literacy rate in developing countries increases by a few points. The increment
in rate is from 18.32% in 1951 to 72.98% in 2011 in India alone. Many initiatives are being
directed to educate our girls in states where the literacy ratio of girls versus boys was a serious
number. So, yes, changes are visible. People are taking steps towards a brighter tomorrow. But
educating them alone will not ensure a peaceful tomorrow. We will also have to make sure that
the power of education should not be used negatively.
Someone invented nuclear bombs with the help of education and accidentally invented the
world’s deadliest weapon. Someone can use the same education to find out a way to minimise
the already done damage to our environment due to those hazardous bomb testing, rocket test
flights, use of propulsion jets, and CFCs.
Today’s children are the future of tomorrow. So, if we start educating our children and direct
them on a path that leads to the greater good of humanity, education will become a powerful
weapon that we can use to change the world for the better.
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(ii) Advertisements — A Bane or a Boon? Give your views for or against the topic.

Answer :
For

N

Advertisements have become a target for all and sundry to criticise, malign and look down
on. For every road accident, every misbehaviour of our children, and any crime in the city,
we blame the advertisements. They have become a soft target to hit against. We all watch
advertisements closely, look for them in the papers, in the media, on the T.V., but are the first
to deride them.

HA

Imagine if there were no advertisements. We will never come to know when a new product was
launched; we will never learn what a vast choice we have as consumers, and never would be
able to make the right purchase.

AK

AS

Advertisements give us a chance to compare the prices, the quality, the benefits of a product.
Advertisements are not only for fashions, jewellery or movies, but they are also for all the
utility products we need in our life. Advertisements tell us the place, the venue where we can
buy these goods. They help us in an emergency, how to protect ourselves from an epidemic,
when and where to get police help, medical help, legal help, how to safeguard our houses.

RS

PR

Above all, advertisements add fun to our lives. A number of advertisements render information
most attractively. Remember Vodaphone? The dog is such an attraction, and it superbly
advertises the uses of Vodaphone. Idea Network tells you how it connects the world with its
“What an idea” theme.

HE

Well-known public faces are associated with advertisements like Boost, Complan, Zero B purified
water, cars, bikes, etc. We learn about cultural events, movies, and other public events through
advertisements only.

Against

BR

OT

Of course, advertisements can be a nuisance at times. Big hoardings on the road distract
attention. News, games, plays, serials are abruptly stopped to air the commercials. But
advertisements have become a part of our lives, their importance cannot be denied, and their
advantages outweigh the disadvantages.

G

O

YA

L

Advertisements are everywhere — at street corners, crossings, roadways, highways, buses, trams,
trains — anywhere. They stare at you from every nook and corner. Hoardings, banners, posters
scream about the virtues, goodness and quality of the products they advertise. They cause
traffic jams and even lead to road accidents. Huge cut-outs of Shahrukh Khan, Hrithik Roshan
performing heroic deeds, beautiful heroines in stunning poses overwhelm everyone. They affect
young and old alike. Newspapers have less news and fill up columns and columns, pages and
pages devoted to advertisements. You have become used to your favourite programmes on T.V.
and radio suddenly disrupted to advertise a shoe, a saree, a cream or even a toothpaste.
People say that advertisements are necessary to know about new products, standards, and
qualities. But advertisements do not tell us the whole truth. They use all kinds of diversions to
sell their products. All the famous stars sell some products — Shahrukh Khan sells watches,
soft drinks, oil, Dish T.V., fairness cream, etc. The ladies vie in advertising diamonds,
shampoos, jewellery and soaps. Beauty products try to lure us with all kinds of beauty products
that make us younger and more attractive.
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Advertisements do not tell us the truth. Millions of rupees are spent by advertisers to lure the
public. The gullible public is made to part with their hard-earned money on things they do
not need. Women rush to ‘Winter Sales’, ‘Summer Sales’ and come back with either damaged
goods or with sale prices that were not slashed at all.
I firmly believe that excessive advertisements confuse the public. They create an artificial need
for things, start a race among the public for things they can ill-afford. Generally, they create
dissatisfaction with what one has and a desire for more and more possessions.

HA

N

(iii) The captain of a ship is the one who takes up the responsibility for the success or failure of
the venture. What role do you think an entrepreneur plays in a corporate set-up?

Answer :

AK

AS

Every ship needs a captain. The crew is important, but the captain steers everything.
Similarly, an entrepreneur or a CEO of a company is the leader of the set-up. Every
decision he/she makes will decide the fate of not only that person but also the employees
and their families.

PR

The entrepreneur comes up with an idea, a plan, or maybe a dream project. Then, he finds people
who’ll work as a team to make that dream a reality. The role of an entrepreneur here is to find
the right people and make them work as a team. He has to make sure that there is a healthy
atmosphere in the office, and everyone is completing his task on time.

OT

HE

RS

One might think that the employees work hard day and night, and the boss has to do nothing
but give commands. But it’s the commands which make all the work happen. What if the
command is wrong from the beginning? The captain of a ship just can’t give any random
order. He has to make sure that the route is correct, safe and there is no danger of any
enemy ship. An entrepreneur also has to be aware of the market trends, the demands, the
latest technologies, and the competitions. He just can’t give any command; it is complete
research work.

YA

L

BR

If we had robots as employees, life would’ve been easy in some respect. But right now, we work
with humans, the most complex organism on planet earth. An entrepreneur has to keep in mind
that his/her employees are no robots but actual humans with emotions and a thought process.
So, if a healthy working environment has to be established, he/she needs to know the art of
dealing with people. Frequent discussions, friendly conversations, and emotional support are
needed to feel comfortable working for a person.

G

O

If employees are the hands, legs, and body of the company, the entrepreneur or CEO is the brain.
And it may seem that the brain does no physical work, just sits up and commands, but it is
because of this brain that the body is functioning. So, for every corporate set-up, it is important
for everyone to play their role to keep the company up and running.

(iv) Describe a journey you undertook by road. Present a vivid account of the journey, the sights
the sounds and the distinctive features of the stretch you travelled.

Answer :
Recently, I went to my ancestral home in Aurangabad with my family by car. I thought the
journey would be boring as it took about four and a half hours, so I kept a book to read. But
34

Goyal’s ISC English Language Model Test Papers Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination

GOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

I couldn’t even finish the first chapter as I got so mesmerized by the things around me that it
was impossible to concentrate on my book.

N

Reaching the highway tracks, I looked out of the window and was dazzled by the golden
light radiating from the vast fields covered with golden coloured wheat crops ready for
harvesting. I saw a few farmers wearing a vest and a pair of ragged trousers. It was a
beautiful morning with birds chirping on their favourite trees and were sitting on top of
scarecrows.

AS

HA

We were at a halt for a few minutes at a railway crossing. I was looking around and saw an
‘Indian Roller’ bird. A pretty bird of medium size, light brownish body with shades of blue on
the wings, tail feathers and around the eyes with petite pointed beak. It was sitting on a tree
trunk with no branches and leaves, and I carefully took its picture. And when the train crossed,
it flew away.

AK

It was about 10 am when we reached a motel to take a break and eat something. Everything
smelled so delicious. After having food, we left the place and continued our journey. I saw a
working well for the first time. It was a ‘community well’ for the villagers. There was a school
with kids running in the field.

RS

PR

The cool fresh wind was so relaxing that I dozed off for a while. But I was awake at an instant
when I heard a train coming close. I thought it was a dream, but it was a mail train running on
an elevated track along the highway road. Along the roads, electricity towers were standing as
brawny brutes ready for a battle.

HE

As I reached Aurangabad, the scenario changed from rural to urban. There was the usual car
horns and flashing city lights.

OT

(v) ‘A Strange Starry Night.’ Narrate one such incident where the night played a tricky role
leaving you speechless.

Answer :

L

BR

On New Year’s Eve, my friends and I decided to arrange a party on my terrace to welcome the
new year in high spirits. We decorated the terrace with fairy lights and lamps and set up a bonfire
surrounded by sofas, cushions and bean bags. Our mothers made delicious food for us, and we
arranged it beautifully on a table with candles, flower vases and fine cutlery.

O

YA

We danced, sang, and played games when we saw a glowing object in the sky. It was a beautiful
night with a clear sky, cool breeze and twinkling stars. At first, we thought it was a star, then
one of my friends claimed, “It is just a lamp!” We all agreed to her idea, but after ten minutes,
I saw that the glowing object was now twice the size and was still at that position. I ignored it
and joined my friends in the game of charades.

G

All of a sudden, the music stopped. “The internet is not working,” said Tara. We all checked our
phones, and none of them had any network coverage. I went downstairs to check my parents’
phones and found the same issue. Our television also wasn’t catching any signals. I went
upstairs, and what I saw left me gobsmacked. My friends were standing still with blank faces,
no expression and glowing neon-coloured eyes, all staring at me. As I tried to bring them back
to consciousness, a bright light in the sky caught my attention. It was that same glowing object
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and to my utter surprise, it was a UFO. A strong beam of neon light hit my face, and the next
thing I remember was my mother’s scream.
I woke up in a shock and was so relieved that the aliens had gone away. But I couldn’t see my
friends. “Mumma, where is everybody? Are they alright? Aliens did something to them! Their
eyes were glowing; they weren’t moving!’’ I stammered. “What are you talking about, sweetie?
I told you not to watch these alien movies. It is already 7 pm, your friends will be here in an
hour. Go get freshen up,” said my mother with a laugh.

HA

N

Oh! It was just a dream. I looked out of my window and thought, “Do aliens really exist?” Just
then, I saw a glowing object in the sky and said to myself, “It is just a lamp.”
(vi) Friendship.

AS

Answer :
No matter where you go
No matter what we do.

AK

You will always be there for me.
And I will always be there for you.

RS

PR

A friend is one of the rarest blessings that may happen to a man. A true friend stands through
thick and thin. He is not a summer companion who fades away in the frosty days of winter. He
is always a sincere well-wisher and not a sweet-tongued flatterer. Blessed by fortune, we may
have people gathering around us, but let adversity darken our lives, and we will see them part
ways. Therefore, one of life’s choicest blessings is to have a few friends.

BR

OT

HE

Trust begets trust. One must trust a friend, open his heart to his friend, and hold back nothing.
Secrecy between friends destroys lasting friendship. It may even lead to estrangement. As
Dr Johnson says, “Where the superiority on one side is reduced by some equivalent advantage
on the others for friendship, it has been well said, is the disinterested commerce between
equals.” There must never be any intention to make friendship a matter of gain or convenience.
Once one has found a true friend, one should “grapple him to one’s heart with hoops of steel.”
Envy, jealousy or suspicion shouldn't come in between friends.

YA

L

To make friends is science; to preserve it is an art. Friendship must never be taken for granted;
instead, it should be constantly tended with acts of care and kindness. Friends, no doubt, bring
more happiness into our lives than anything else in the world. It nurtures not only one’s mind
but also ensures happy physical health. Accepting a friend the way one is, is the best guide to
a lasting friendship.

G

O

Friends must take up endeavours to foster authentic connections that build bridges with pillars of
empathy and compassion. However, this blessing must be guarded against certain ills. One must
never assume an indifferent approach towards those outside the magic circle. Very often, there
have been instances of friends becoming conspiratorial. Being overly possessive too could be
deterimental to this relationship. One must always be independent of friends and allow personal
space, and must never seek their company and attention all the time. Other friends and their
respective hobbies should also be accepted as naturally as the friend himself. Therefore, as Dr.
Johnson says, “A man, sir, should keep his friendship in a constant repair.”
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Question 2.
(a) You wish to take up a job in a bank. Write a personal profile based on the following points. [12]
Determination – qualification – good at taking initiatives – follow instruction – time management
skills – endure work pressure – personal traits – result-oriented performance – work experience

Answer :

HA

N

I am a self-directed and ambitious banking professional seeking a newer dimension in the same
industry. I have extensive knowledge of banking and accounting practices and procedures. I
am dedicated to assisting customers in controlling and managing their bank accounts and other
finance-related issues.

AS

I am an Accounts graduate from Delhi University. I also have an MBA degree in investment
banking. I am an avid traveller and have travelled mainly to Germany and France on official
assignments.

RS

PR

AK

During my last tenure with Axis Bank, I was specially credited for building long-term
relationships with clients and addressing various financial needs of their accounts. I had the
record of opening approximately 50 savings account in a week. My expertise is to compile
and analyse banking data and report findings with 100 per cent accuracy. I have had the
special distinction of managing a term of five tellers and loan officers. I excel at verifying
customer data and performing credit checks, and responding to customer inquires in a timely
fashion.

HE

I am also at my best to maintain relationships with high net-worth clients. I have excellent
networking and negotiation skills with the ability to multi-task and meet deadlines. With my
ease and practice of computer skills, it has been easy for me to enter customer transactions into
computers and issue computer-generated receipts.

BR

OT

I have, on average, assisted 10–12 customers each hour and have remained poised and
professional even in a high-stress situation. This trait has enabled me to monitor customer
behaviours and uphold strict protocols to prevent the theft of assets.

L

Apart from these, I have also resolved escalated customer issues and boosted retention rates by
60%. I am sure to provide the account holders with a memorable and pleasant experience with
my excellent communication skills.

YA

(b) Small children standing on pavements of city roads is an agonising sight being the President of
the Social Club of your school. Write a proposal in not more than 150 words to be submitted
[8]
to the Mayor of your city/town to draft a Welfare Plan for these destitute.

O

Answer :

A proposal for setting-up shelter homes for children on street

Header :

To :
The Mayor
From : President of the Social Club
Date : 30 December, 20...

Subject :

A proposal for setting-up shelter homes for children on street

G

Heading :
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Introduction :
To set-up a shelter home called ‘Aashray’ for the small children will lead to
their safety and better future prospects.
Statement of Objective : As the President of the Social Club, I propose to set-up a shelter
home called ‘Aashray’ for the small children who are homeless and deprived and forced to beg
on city roads. It will help the underprivileged children by providing them with a safe home and
saving them from falling prey to evil hands.

N

List of Measures:

HA

We should impart basic vocational training to these children so that they can equip
themselves to earn a decent living.

AS

Government and non-government organisations should prepare a draft of an approximate
number of homeless children in the town.
A reasonable accommodation needs to be procured to house the children.

AK

An adequate arrangement should be made to give them basic education.

Value-based workshops must be arranged for inculcating the right spirit to live.

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

I hope the proposal for setting-up shelter homes gets approved at the earliest so that thousands
of children can dream of a better tomorrow.
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GO
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 4 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) Teenage is the most amazing phase of one’s life. Express your views to explore the statement.

Answer :

RS

PR

To begin with, teenage is such a phase which is made up of different colours that one finds it
colourful, and they are engrossed in absorbing the light of these colours. Teenage or any stage
in our lives teaches us many things and leaves us with hundreds of lessons. At some point, it
leaves us flabbergasted about the fact that how can one feel so accomplished, and at the same
time, so helpless.

BR

OT

HE

I was in 9th standard when I entered my teenage with never really feeling how turning into a
teenager would have felt. On some days, I conclude that we evolve almost every day, even
when we don’t know about the evolution we are a part of. If turning thirteen amazes me, or
any other person who’s in their teenage, it’s only because that phase feels like a world no one
else could be a part of. One day, I was watching a series in which one of the characters said,
“It devastates a person if we see them when they are on their own.” And I still think that
teenage is that one phase which doesn’t allow other people to look at.

YA

L

For me, teenage was when I faced body image issues like no one else. I didn’t have friends and
partly blamed it on how I looked. It was a very disturbing phase for me because all I realized
at the end of any day at night was that ‘I don’t believe in myself’. Teenage is a phase that
begins by being a bit too harsh because not wanting to look at yourself in the mirror gives a
bitter feeling.

G

O

I would like to share about my neighbour, who from her childhood days, always kind of
believed in herself. I used to see her going out with her mom for buying groceries or even for
shopping. At the mere age of 13-14, girls have been instilled with the thought that women in
a family have always been under men, in the sense that going out to buy a pair of shoes for
yourself unknowingly involved men in the family. If this is what teenage makes you deal with,
I think it’s the most amazing phase of life because, however bitter it sounds, she learnt the
importance of empathy from her family. Now, she has all grown up and is still in the process
of unlearning.
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If we look at it closely, a teenage is like a seed of a bamboo tree that takes years and years to
grow tall. We have always been that seed. Teenage is that seed when roots start coming out of
them, but not a single green stem shows up. We develop roots, we lightly hold the soil, after
years of learning in the teenage phase of life, we breathe when the first speck of green stem
shows for the first time. Therefore, I would say that we learnt to hold the soil during those
years.

N

(ii) Your father got transferred to a big city, and you had to leave your friends behind to go with
him. Describe your feelings after joining a new school.

HA

Answer :

PR

AK

AS

The movement has always been partial; it leaves a part of us wherever we go. It was the last
day of December 2019 when my dad came home with an envelope in his hand. I asked
him about the envelope to only receive an answer that dissolved into silence. After about
two days, he came into my room and started telling me how ‘emotions’ have always at
some point made us feel restless. Trying to reach the end of what he was talking about, I
figured out that it’s about the envelope. While he stood up from the bed walking towards
the door, for a moment, he stopped near the door and said, “We’re going to Bengaluru.” A
twelve-year-old girl thought of it as a vacation plan, but she never knew that this vacation
would never end. I somehow pulled it together that my dad had been transferred to that
city.

HE

RS

The next morning, I woke up to go to school without putting my lunchbox in my bag. Strange,
even though I was not able to feel much, I was still feeling restless. It was partially because
this twelve-year-old kid used to be on her own at school.

BR

OT

I always thought of myself as someone who could never really contribute in spaces or certain
places. But now that I knew I was leaving, I saw myself on the school campus. I could see
such a big part of myself behind the tree and sometimes, the basement corner or the road next
to the church. I was there, and I knew it would stay. As a middle school student, I never really
scored great grades that teachers could have remembered me. But now, I think that life comes
in a full circle.

L

After not knowing how to feel, what to feel and what leaving a place should feel, we reached
Bengaluru on the 4th of December. My dad had put me in the same school in that city, but it
still felt alien.

G

O

YA

But sometimes, not knowing what is to come makes us strong and honest. I mostly sat on
the last bench doing my homework or reading a book because that would not remind me
of homesickness. Homesickness comes with movement, and moving to a big city with dad
certainly did that for me. Going to school early in the morning was always a warm feeling
because my parents helped me wake up, get ready and reach school with packed tiffin and
beautifully done homework. The sense of help always came complementary. Now, Bengaluru’s
mild winter makes me shiver a lot more, and one of the reasons is that my mom had to stay
back with my grandfather.
Mothers have an inherent caring charisma. My mom gave me so much strength as a kid, and I
used it on days when Bengaluru felt a little colder.
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(iii) Your recent visit to an old age home left you heartbroken. Narrate your feelings on the way the
elderly in present-day society are treated. Also, narrate your experience of the visit.

Answer :

N

It was a Saturday morning when I decided to visit an old age home because I saw an old couple
walking in a park at their own pace the night before. They said, "Growing old is like becoming
a child," and I understood because I have seen my grandfather struggling in doing simple dayto-day things.

AS

HA

On Sunday morning, I left for the old age home in a nearby colony. When I reached there, I
was shocked to see an old couple, my eighty-year-old neighbours whom I met a few days ago
in the society. I greeted them and learnt that their children never talked to them the way they
needed. Their children didn't even provide them with a proper meal and left them in that old
age home yesterday only.

RS

PR

AK

Many old people were deprived of the necessities like medicines, food, clothing, and, most
importantly, shelter. Moreover, I met many more couples there who had led a humiliating life
at the hands of their children. I talked to a crying old woman, and she told me, "My children
made me do all the household chores. One day, a glass broke by mistake by me. And my
children called me names and beat me mercilessly and pushed me out of the house. I pleaded
with them to let me stay, but they didn't listen at all," and she started crying even more bitterly.
I tried to comfort her and wondered that life is a circle, the way we watch our parents grow
old and not offer them empathy, but after the same thirty-forty years, we end up seeking that
empathy.

BR

OT

HE

After a while, I met another uncle sitting on his bed, watching outside the window and humming
a Kishore Kumar song. I went there to tell him that he has a beautiful voice. I sat there, and
he asked me about my family, and then I asked him why he lived there. He said that his son
and his family lived in Mumbai. They are working and have a five-year-old kid. After his wife
passed away, his son started looking for old age homes. “One day, he came and asked me to
pack, and when I asked him where we were going, he blatantly said, 'Dad, you won’t be able
to survive on your own, and I have a family, so you’ll have to go to an old age home,' he told
me further.

YA

L

Visiting that old age home taught me things I would not have learnt otherwise. I learnt that life
is much more than being intelligent and capable.

(iv) Window shopping.

O

Answer :

G

Living in the 21st century made everyone accustomed to advancements in technology, science,
arts, and life. My friends get excited about every flash sale at midnight, and I also get hyped
up because shopping at such cheap prices can make anyone happy.
A few years back, when I was a kid, we used to wait for weekends and festivals for discount
season to begin. On weekends, I used to go to the market with my parents to buy a dress, and
the happiness was unmatchable. I used to pick a colour from shelves and demand a skirt with
big beautiful roses drawn on it, and the shopkeeper uncle laughed because of my innocent
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demands. The joy continued when I grew a little older and went to pick sarees for mom for
my parents’ anniversary. The buyer and the person who showed us the sarees had a lot of
disagreements regarding the colour and fabric on the seventh shelf of the display; it was so
much fun.

AS

HA

N

Maybe I am a little old school because holding into how shopping used to feel has deeply
infested within me and letting go of the feeling of physically going shopping did not come to
me until now. This pandemic showed us how technological advancement was necessary. The
year of the pandemic made it a little easy for me to accept that window shopping had made
life easy, be it for groceries, clothes, stationery or any other requirement like medicine. This
year also made us realize that people who matter to us lived in different cities and different
countries for that matter and we couldn’t meet them, but to tell them how much we miss them,
technology, i.e., window shopping, helped us to the extent that we were able to send our love
and make ourselves feel less distant and helpless.

AK

(v) Pursuing one sport should be made mandatory for every student at the school level. Give your
arguments for or against the topic.

Answer :

PR

For

OT

HE

RS

‘Only children believe they're capable of everything.’ Playing brings out a child in us that has
been hiding within us all our lives. As a kid, I was very quiet, but I enjoyed playing. When I
was in middle school, I used to play basketball after everyone finished playing or just singlehandedly played badminton. Over the years, it made sense because sports make us push
ourselves, and while it happens, we never closely see it. Every time a basketball tournament
occurred at my school, we used to clap and cheer for the team we supported. So, sport is also
important because it instils in us how ‘support’ builds a person's confidence.

BR

Education happens in bits and parts, and the checkpoints in education make us whole. Sports
being one of the checkpoints pushes us to run with building trust in ourselves constantly. I
have seen people quoting this so many times ‘Play to win’, but I can never find the thought
behind this, which is why I still believe in ‘Do not play to win or lose, just play.’

G

O

YA

L

Mediocrity taught me to push myself, and playing sport reassured me to do that. When I look at
my younger cousins and notice how they quickly absorb what happens around them, I think of
how at the school level, everything happening around them should be meaningful. When I was
small and used to fall while running, my teachers said, ‘Do not worry, nothing has happened.’
Now that I look back, I understand that falling was always a part of standing up, be it any part
of life.
Sports is self-esteem. I never stood on the podium on any of the gold, silver or bronze position,
but I always saw shine in the eyes of those who stood there. I think winning a medal in a
sport that you love playing adds to your achievement makes you want to respect yourself
because respect is genuine when it’s earned.
A very dear teacher always taught me to find joy in everything that happens, and from that
lesson, I take bits and join it to every story that I narrate from my very own life.
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Playing a sport also makes you mentally alert. It can make you mentally and emotionally calm
or make you learn how to deal with failure with a glorious acceptance that you can never
completely fail in life. I agree with the fact that playing a sport grooms a child in and out and
always allows them to keep believing in themselves.
Against

HA

N

Sports at school should never be made mandatory at any level. As the academic curriculum is
snowed under endless subjects competing to find their way inside the child's bag, one more
subject made mandatory could be so cruel. The time that could be used for learning other
subjects would prove to be more beneficial.

PR

AK

AS

The study indicates that there is no substantial proof to establish that participation in sports
ensures character building, enhances leadership skills, ensures positive moral development
and instils good citizenship. Despite the rigorous training on and off the field, one is likely to
be insensitive and hostile and sometimes even least caring for one's own teammate. In fact,
prolonged participation in sports sucks physical energy, thereby affecting academic performance.
Innumerable cases of sledging and aggression have besmeared sports leaving less chance for
those who advocate sports as mandatory to be in a sorry position.

RS

No one can deny that sports when taken as a career, has simply been confined to being a source
of monetary earning. Moral responsibility and social obligations are thrown to the dogs when
players endorse products like beauty cream and innerwear. The female athletes find themselves
commodified by endorsing various products.

HE

Indulging in sports deprives the young mind of critical thinking skills and makes them submit to
the whims and decisions of the coaches and the managers, and referees. The sports field creates
a preset winning pedestal where some are valued and others or not.

OT

Football, basketball, soccer, baseball, rugby, kabaddi have their share of injuries statistics. The
use of steroids, which the world is well aware of, has led to many a career plunging even
before they shine.

YA

L

BR

Let us rest the case in favour of students overall growth. Making sports mandatory would be an
unwelcome step. Schools are invested with a responsibility to help create the next generation
of citizens preparing to take on the reigns of a family, a society, a nation. There is a need to
educate young minds with attributes that prepare them to face the challenges of living in a
diverse socio-economic system.

(vi) Write an original story entitled, ‘My lost slippers’.

O

Answer :

G

I went on a short, week-long vacation because I needed to be calm. I wore a peach-coloured
slipper that was very comfortable to spend some time with the sea. I reached there to see
comfortable chairs to lie on, so I went and sat on that chair, keeping my slippers on the side. I
watched the waves rise slowly, and the voice almost felt like it was breaking the silence within
me.
So, I decided not to talk to myself and looked at the ocean to figure out what she was
talking to herself. The wave started growing tall and reached somewhere close to the chair
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in no time. While the sea was on the ebb, I saw my slippers floating on the surface of the
sea.
All of a sudden, watching my slippers dancing on the surface of the sea surprised me, and I saw
them floating away from my range of reach.

HA

N

A group of kids were playing volleyball on the beach, and they started shouting and pointing at
my slippers. I didn't know if I could reach there or not. Then I thought that the sea took my
footprints to read my story, which was behind my silence, considering that ‘ocean understands
everything’. I left the shore smiling because sharing your story without sharing it comes as a
relief.

AK

AS

I started walking barefoot on the sand to reach a close beach market, where I bought another
pair of slippers. The shopkeeper asked me why I was walking barefoot, and I explained to him
the entire scenario. He sounded so astonished and said, ‘The ocean is a mystery.’ Generosity
is something that happens and comes like wind. The shopkeeper said he felt bad for me and
offered me that pair of slippers for free. I kept pleading with him to take something, but he
said, ‘Consider it a gift from the ocean.’ I thanked that man for being so generous that I wrote
it in my journal.

PR

On my way back to the place I was staying at, I saw a bunch of puppies crawling and jumping
and playing, and all of them were so adorable. I reached the room, put my slippers in the
balcony area, and had my dinner.

HE

RS

After having my dinner, I thought of going out for a walk and having an ice cream. I opened
the door to see that my slippers were not where I kept them on the balcony. I got furious and
conscious to go downstairs and asked the housekeeping staff about the incident. They told me
that there are a lot of monkeys in this area and that they must have taken it while playing. I
was confused and didn't know how to react with my slippers being lost during my vacation.

Question 2.

BR

OT

The manager sent a housekeeping person who showed me a spare pair of slippers kept in
one of the cupboard drawers. I wore them, and while leaving for a walk, I wore my shoes
and kept the slippers back in the cupboard because I was too scared of losing my slippers
yet again.

YA

L

(a) You are the Editor of your school magazine. Under the column, 'From the Editor’s Desk,' write an
[12]
article on 'Smart Eating Habits among Children'. You may include the following points.

G

O

Importance of food – various ratios of a wholesome diet – need in the contemporary scenario
– growing cases of food-related ailments among youths and children and need for compulsory
diet regime – alarming signals of unhealthy eating habits

Answer :

SMART EATINg HAbITS AMONg CHILDREN
—From the Editor’s Desk

What is meant by smart eating?
Smart eating simply means good nutrition, a balanced diet and eating a wide variety of foods
each day. School children, in general, do not pay much attention to their eating habits.
44
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Little do they realize that their eating habits can have long-term and short-term effects on
their health.
The role of parents here becomes very important. They need to play a perfect role model.
Children are most likely to pick up their bad habits rather than imbibe their parents' good
habits. Parents skipping meals, irregular meal timings and unwholesome composition of meals
could be a major reason for children to do something of a similar sort.

N

Also, creating the right environment around the eating area is an important step to healthy eating.

HA

Children should be guarded against watching television or mobile phones, keeping the mind
and body connection in view. Regular meals should never be combined with aerated drinks;
instead, they could be replaced with milk-shake or desi lassi.

AS

A wholesome diet can protect children against many chronic non-communicable diseases in
adulthood. Appropriate calorie levels must be kept in check for a healthy body. Smart eating

AK

need not necessarily be a rigid prescription. Instead, it should let children enjoy food that meets
their personal preference and even should be pocket-friendly.

PR

The tiffin, today, needs a change too. Let the traditional ‘paranthas’ and ‘pooris’ be replaced with
smarter calories and snazzy names to suit the rising western influence. Moderation, anyway,
should be the key to smart eating. Sufficient intake of water is irreplaceable. Children must

RS

eat slowly and mindfully. Let their plates be loaded with vegetables and salads. Let them go
for smaller meals more often. Parents should cut down on saturated fat and sugar from their

HE

children’s diet.

Not to forget, add colour to your platter. Naturally-coloured bright and shiny fruit can be an

OT

easy temptation for kids. Coloured veggies, a little saute, or a shallow fry could be a natural
appetiser.

BR

Do not ever forget the quintessential 8-hours sleep to complement your smart eating habits.

YA

Answer :

L

(b) Your school library is in dire need of renovation. As the President of the Book Club, write a
proposal to be submitted to the school management to pay immediate attention to this urgent
issue.
[8]
A proposal to renovate the school library of the senior wing

Header :

To :

G

O

Heading :

Subject :

The Administrator

From : President of the Book Club
Date :

29 December, 20...

A proposal to renovate the school library with immediate effect

Introduction : It has been observed that the school library of the senior wing is in dire need
of renovation with immediate effect.
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Statement of Objective : As the President of the Book Club, I feel the necessity to renovate
the school library of the senior wing to help the students with updated editions of the books. It
would also provide them with a peaceful and congenial atmosphere to carry out their reading
and writing activities. The upgraded library with digitalisation will help in faster collaboration
as well as independent work.
List of Measures
These books must be procured for more effective learning.

HA

N

Order the upgraded and latest editions of books.

Different zones must be arranged for different uses with a larger seating capacity.

AS

Extra lighting in reading areas will provide better learning conditions.

A budget of ` 5.2 lacs needs to be raised by means of donations and cultural events.

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

AK

I do hope that the proposal for renovating the senior wing school library gets approved at the
earliest so that it duly caters to the needs of the students.

46
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 5 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) “Absence makes the heart grow fonder.” Narrate one such experience that you felt and realized
the person's absence in your life. What realization dawned upon you, and how did you cope
with the absence?

PR

Answer :

HE

RS

Vikrant and I were not the best of friends in college. We were not even friends at all. But
we weren't foes either. We were just two people who stood up for things we believed in.
Sometimes, these things were common; most times, we stood on opposite sides regarding
things we stood for. There was silent yet mutual respect between us when it came to our
thoughts or how strongly we stood up for something we believed in.

BR

OT

One fine day, when I woke up to the news of Vikrant's sudden demise, I was sad yet not
heartbroken. I went to work, drove back, and finished my day just like another day. The next
Saturday, I drove to the club reading room and took my usual seat. I waited for some time for
Vikrant to turn up so that I could debate with him over the government's current policies, only
to realise that he wasn't there anymore for our Saturday debates. As I got up dejected, drove
back home, little did I realise that the same routine would continue for weeks, and the same
dejection would cloud over me every Saturday.

YA

L

Little had I realized that I got the news of his demise that I would miss our evening debates on
affairs of the day. They say that time heals everything. However, in my case, it was instead
shredding me into pieces as it slowly ripped me. It had never seemed truer that absence does
make the heart grow fonder.

G

O

I thought maybe interacting with others in the club would fill this ever-increasing Saturday
abyss in my life. But as Kiran Desai writes, "The present changes the past. Looking back,
you don't find what you left behind.” I realized that it was all futile as some portions of
the heart are beyond our mortal ways of repair. So instead, I decided to stop going to the
club altogether.
One may call me an escapist for this, but sometimes, I guess the best way to cope with a loss is
to disconnect from the very loss itself.
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(ii) “I am not a teacher but an awakener.” What does Robert Frost mean by these lines, according
to you?

Answer :

N

"I am not a teacher, but an awakener." These words belong to the great American poet Robert
Lee Frost. He strove to be the type of teacher who, with little influence, allowed you to jump
to the skies. Such an interesting quote made me think about the role of education in this time
of challenge and change.

AS

HA

Focusing on the quote solidified an image of who an awakener might be. I propose that an
awakener is a reflective, passionate practitioner, observer of life and relations, who ignites his/
her surroundings. With clarity of vision, an awakener sees limitless possibilities with a growth
mindset and fosters the spirit of positivity. He impacts learning through critical thinking,
collaborative moves, and active engagement, influencing the development of a change-focused
culture.

PR

AK

Teachers don’t just teach; they awaken. They awaken the curiosity in children to pique their
interest, as it requires the utmost effort. They make mundane things interesting and add new
dimensions to the classroom. They also spark further questions, more ideas and invite children
to touch, explore, and be curious. All this requires so much more than keen observation and
patience.

OT

HE

RS

Being a teacher is not just repeating tasks or activities. It is being aware and enabling students to
maximize their talents, imagination skills, and character. Teachers, with their expertise, provide
scaffolds necessary for students to become problem solvers, synthesizers of information and
independent learners, able to deal with 21st century issues positively. As reflective practitioners,
teachers are pivotal forces, helping students become better at what they need to know and meet
the rigours of the Information Age and Common Core State Standards Teachers to awaken the
mind and senses to embrace learning in innovative ways.

L

BR

As once said, students learn only from teachers who are themselves in the process of learning.
These teachers have the potential to energize education through active awakenings. The
noticing, wanderings and discoveries propel them forward as instructional leaders and continue
to awaken learning. Thus, teachers as awakeners model the way, inspire a shared vision,
challenge the process, enable others to act and encourage the heart.

G

O

YA

Yet another essential part of teaching technique expects the teachers to be a bit of an actor with
innumerable cameras focused on one performer in the class. The teacher cannot afford but be
perfect in his performance, for there are no retakes here. The various roles expect a teacher
to enliven a lesson, correct an erring child, give a crispy pat and award praises. All these and
more need a mentally alert and physically surcharged teacher.

48

Intellectual stagnation could be detrimental to a teacher’s ability to adapt to a situation and
improvise at the spur of the moment. It also helps him combat petty issues that may arise
within the classroom or the school premises. This ‘awakener’ shows his mastery when it
comes to exhibiting patience and resilience. This positive relationship contributes to playing an
influential role in child’s academic trajectory and eventually his social growth.
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(iii) “Power flows from the barrel of the gun.” Write for or against this proposition.

Answer :
For

AS

HA

N

Mao Zedong, the late chairman of communist China, stressed that “Power flows from the barrel
of the gun”. He meant that only a country that enjoys ‘military might’ will command respect
from others in international relations. I support this opinion. Today, the U.S. and China, along
with countries like Russia, the U.K. and France, are able to decide the destiny of the world
because of their military might and nuclear capability. Of all these, the U.S.A undoubtedly
stands out as the strongest one, capable of dictating terms to the world community at large. It
successfully used its might to overthrow Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq. Now, it is leading a
world coalition in the fight against terrorism. It is American might that rallied almost the whole
world behind it.

HE

RS

PR

AK

China is another power, which is fast emerging as a global power. Even the American
administration has acknowledged the great strength of China on several fronts. Not surprisingly,
the March 2008 bloodbath in Tibet, largely attributed to the mishandling of popular discontent by
the Chinese authorities, sparked only sporadic protests in the streets of some countries but failed
to evoke any unequivocal condemnation from the world community. No sanctions have been
imposed on China for blatantly indulging in human rights violations and unleashing a reign of
suppression against the peaceful protestors! This precisely indicates how much influence China
can exercise in the arena of global politics today. Every nation is scared of American and Chinese
military strength. The fact is that criticism of American or Chinese policy is fraught with the
prospect of superpower backlash that might cost the countries doing so dearly.

Against

BR

OT

Whether international relations or internal matters, I feel strength and force count. Nobody will
listen to you despite all your wisdom if you lack the force to enforce the law. The police and
the military should have superior arms than the criminals and the enemies. If you don’t have
a gun, someone with the gun can take away whatever you have. Thus a realistic assessment
of the prevailing situation, whether internal or international, forces me to subscribe to the
proposition that power flows from the barrel of the gun.

O

YA

L

Most of you might have heard the proverb ‘Pen is mightier than the sword’, or ‘Knowledge is
power’. I would interpret the statement, “Power flows from the barrel of the gun” as giving
undue importance to the building up of military strength. Without bread, guns will be of no
use. Since resources are limited, we have to choose between the gun and the bread. Even
Napoleon Bonaparte had said that the army marches on its stomach. The disintegration of the
USSR, a mighty military power, was because of the economic bankruptcy of the country.

G

In my view, the dictum, “Power flows from the barrel of the gun” does not present the entire
picture. To some extent, it may be true that one must speak from the position of strength,
for which one needs military strength, but you also need moral strength on your side. We all
know that with so many nuclear warheads at its disposal, the U.S. lost the Vietnam war. So
was the case in Iran and Iraq. The main reason for the American setback was that the people
of Vietnam, Iran and Iraq were not with America. Similarly, the USSR’s military efforts to
suppress and turn Afghanistan into a Communist state proved futile for ten years.
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Thus, I wish to state that gun alone is not enough, and you must have justice and people on your
side. Moreover, countries like Germany and Japan have a lot of say in international forums
because of their economic strength. The Prime Minister of China, Mr. Wen Jiabao, who began
his second consecutive term in office in March 2008, has spelt out his government’s keenness
to turn the country into an economic and technological superpower.

AS

HA

N

Thus, truth and justice are more important for those who feel ‘moral force’ is more effective
than ‘physical force’. Gandhiji fought against the Britishers not with arms but by offering
‘Satyagraha’. Our national motto, ‘Satyamev Jayate’ proclaims that ‘Truth alone prevails’. Great
writers sowed the ideas in the people’s minds, and ultimately ideas prevailed and not the guns.
The ultimate analysis is not the gun but the man behind the gun who matters. Guns will only
induce fear and cannot influence the mind. On the other hand, pen, words and ideas can make
man overcome fear, defy the guns and ultimately become victorious.
(iv) One of the early morning scenes is the school children standing at bus stops. Describe this
scene vividly with sound, colour and images to make your essay live.

AK

Answer :

PR

It was a Monday morning, and so was my condition. You may have dragged my body to school,
but my spirit refuses to go. When you’re late for school, even seconds make a difference, and
on top of that, I realised I still had to organise my bag. I tapped my foot in impatience as my
mother made my hair. I was ready for a marathon down the bus stop as soon as she let go.

HE

RS

I arrived at the bus stop breathing my lungs out, panting like a dog, but there was no sign of the
bus. A few other children of other schools were also seen approaching the bus stop, some with
their father, some with their mother, and some even with their grandparents. Some house help
was also waiting for the bus. After a while, I saw my friend, Alok, coming towards the bus
stop. Today, his elder brother accompanied him.

L

BR

OT

The wintry sun was taking centre stage--the sunshine and cold, the sparkle and the ice, somehow
warmed even when the north wind bit. I lifted my head into the wind, eyes open for this
softly-lit day; cold is good if you are warm inside. I breathed in deeply and relaxed as I
walked down the road, steps bolder than they had ever been before. The streets were deserted,
as it was too early for office goers, while the rest were probably tucked in their comfortable
abode. It was almost time for my bus, so I retraced my steps back to the bus stop.

G

O

YA

Going back, I was so ready for today’s queen's gambit. But every class is a drama class, and
when you are in high school, I smiled at the thought, just then I arrived at the stop. My breath
rose in visible puffs to join the clouded sky. Rosy-cheeked; I stamped to keep warm, pulling a
woollen hat over my reddened ears and tightening scarves over my blue-tinged lips. Suddenly,
the illuminated sign on the bus appeared trundling slowly down the icy black road, and I raised
my arm to hail it.

(v) Imagine you were to anchor a programme suddenly because of the unexpected refusal of the
regular Master of Ceremonies (MOC) that day. What would be your response, and how would
you handle the situation?

Answer :
‘Incredulous!’ That is what I felt that day, a series of bewildering thoughts characterised by
overflowing emotions that were just ineffable. It was a Saturday, and the cold wind was like is
50
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caged bird set free. However, the sun’s warm grace did not allow the hill to freeze over even
in the wintry days of December.
Everyone was ecstatic about the celebratory atmosphere of Christmas. Studying in a Catholic school
had its perks, and it was the Christmas celebration we enjoyed the most. Several performances
were arranged. And I, for the very first time, had to sit out because of a major disagreement
between me and my arch-enemy Josie. But the dust had settled now. She got the lead singer's
position that she so much craved for, and so, I left the choir. It was finally Christmas.

AK

AS

HA

N

With my friends, I sat around the winter stage. Minutes before the first show, there was a panic
backstage. It was as if someone had just drained the performers of their souls. It was a disaster.
As angry as I was on Josie, I made my way backstage to check on the commotion. It took me
seconds to learn that due to a severe cold, the MOC had refused to perform. There was hardly
any time to appoint another. Initially, the girl appointed could barely speak and was weeping
under the angry glare and accusing voices of her fellow participants. So, I did what I am best
at: swoop in and save the day. So, when the programme organiser asked me to replace her, I
accepted it.

HE

RS

PR

Then soon, I realized what I had just done. My body went numb, and my heart was beating so
fast that it could come in my mouth. I had just accepted to host an entire event. But seeing
the hopeful eyes and apologetic smiles of other participants, I calmed myself. It happens
when you act before you think. I steadied myself and smiled at everyone. There was no
script, so all I needed was my ever so green confidence. Soon I entered the stage, and the
crowd became a blur. I couldn't concentrate, but it only lasted a few seconds, and then I
read the face of the audience. The instincts then kicked in, and I handled the crowd well.
Moreover, I really liked being on that stage, speaking my thoughts aloud. Thus my already
fun day went spectacular.

OT

(vi) “If only I had been told beforehand...” Weave an original story with the above-mentioned
expression as the central idea.

Answer :

BR

"If only I had been told beforehand...", these were the exact thoughts hovering in my mind as
I sat waiting in that quaint, deserted lobby as the sound of the bell signifying the end of the
class hours engulfed the silence that so entrenched my surroundings.

O

YA

L

My thoughts slowly rowed back to the day I had first entered the doors of this law school four
years ago as an enthusiastic 19-year-old who wanted to carve a niche for herself in a world
where women had just started making their mark. As memories of that day waved back like a
movie scene in front of my eyes, I was jolted back from the flashback by the evening janitor's
voice. Winding my thoughts, I slowly started with my everyday mundane routine of walking
back to my hostel room, still wrestling with the thought, "Do I actually belong here?"

G

My mind still told me that, indeed, pursuing law was what I actually wanted. However, my heart
was coaxing me to stop lying to myself. Caught between this inevitable tussle between the
heart and the head, little did I realise that I was being shredded into pieces as I slowly made
the routine walk.
Going to a law school had been my choice. As for my parents, they had always wanted me to
follow my passion and become an artist. As my thoughts swindled back and forth, I felt that
maybe I should have never suppressed my passion just because the law as a career was more
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instantaneously rewarding in monetary terms. As I walked past the college gazebo, looking at
the graffiti recently painted there, I felt the artist inside me, although buried deep down, taking
over and then getting lost again.
I stopped dead there crying out loud, though silently, "If only I had been told beforehand that
choosing the lure of money over my passion would leave me so unhappy, I would not have
done it."

HA

N

I so regretted the fact that life, at all times, is not about second chances. As the reality started
setting in, I slowly started making my way towards my hostel like that traveller at the end of
Robert Frost's 'The Road Not Taken' who took the road less travelled back. Alas, in my case,
heaving a sigh of regret for having not trudged the other track!

Question 2.

AK

AS

(a) You are the editor of your school magazine 'Ways’. This year, you edited a compilation of
short stories written by your school's students. Write a review of this collection for your school
[12]
magazine. You may include the following points.

PR

Name of the collection – list of stories – writers – idea or inspiration behind this endeavour
– publishers/printers – varied themes – the cost of the book – response from the public and
media platforms – launching of the book by the Principal

Answer :

HE

RS

A review of the school magazine 'Way' 2021 is likely to appeal to those interested in reading and
appreciating the literary potential of budding writers. This special edition with its glossy cover
and original stories, written by students of St. Joseph’s Convent, is most likely an endeavour
that is a class apart.

OT

Priced at a modest ` 110, 'Ways' 2021 has a special attraction. The cover page, with an inkpot
and a pen, is a message enough that the magazine aims to encourage students to unleash their
literary skills. The best stories have been shortlisted and edited after a selection round wherein
altogether 233 participants exhibited their power of the pen.

YA

L

BR

The best 15 stories selected for this edition deal with themes ranging from marital discord to
environmental degradation to social ills like dowry and gender discrimination. The treatment of
the respective theme is very impressive. Despite being naive, these budding writers have shown
excellent command over their narration technique and the weaving of the plots. The stories
have already become the talk of the topic of any conversation.

G

O

Altogether 1100 copies were sold out in the first week of its release. Mrs Vandana Choudhary,
Head of the department of English, released the first copy in a formal ceremony held on
23rd April, 2021, which happened to be the English Language Day.
This special edition of 'Ways' aims at encouraging students to write something they know and
love. Their enthusiasm will gradually gain expertise, enabling them to colour their writing and,
eventually, create magic with a pen on the pad.
In June, the magazine 'Ways' was also made available in the digital format. The entire endeavour
of inspiring the students to write, making the teacher edit to shortlist the best pieces was
undoubtedly challenging, but the results have made up for all the pain.
The printers, Mahajan Arts, get the credit of giving the final shape to 'Ways' 2021.
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(b) As a member of the SUPW Club of your school, you have been given the responsibility of
organising an art and craft exhibition. Write a proposal in not more than 150 words stating
[8]
your efforts to host this event.

Answer :

To

: The Administrator

From

: A member of the SUPW Club

Date

: 29 December, 20...

AS

Subject : A proposal for organising Annual Art and Craft Exhibition 2021

HA

Header :

N

Heading : A proposal for organising Annual Art and Craft Exhibition 2021

AK

Introduction : We propose to organise the Annual Art and Craft Exhibition 2021 on April 12,
2021 to celebrate the World Art Day.

RS

PR

Statement of Objective : As a member of the SUPW Club, I would like to make all the
efforts to organise the Annual Art and Craft Exhibition 2021 to exhibit handicraft and other
artwork for parents and students. It will enable children to take pride in their creativity. This
event will let the students convince the parents to encourage them to indulge in extra-curricular
activities, too.
List of Measures :

HE

The exhibition may be held in the school auditorium.
Invite two renowned artists to judge the exhibits.

OT

Arrange trophies for the winners and Certificate of Participation for the rest.
Arrange for transport and lunch for the judges.

G

O

YA

L

BR

I hope that the proposal for organising the Annual Art and Craft exhibition gets approved at the
earliest so that necessary preparation may be made well in advance.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 6 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) You took to learning a skill (Music, Sport, Reading or anything similar). Narrate your
experience of the entire journey and how far you succeeded in your endeavour.

PR

Answer :

RS

There are many skills in this world which one learns and often makes as a career. A strong
commitment to oneself and a stronger aptitude for learning that skill are all it takes to succeed
in one's endeavour.

HE

Music, for me, is an incredible force, a great uniter. It elevates our souls and makes us safer.
Taking our passion and creating a skill out of it is the best thing one can do. As the skill
shapes us, it gives us new dimensions to adore the world and create our perspective.

L

BR

OT

When I started learning music near my home town Bhagalpur, under the guidance of my music
guru, Pt. Ashutosh Mishra, I understood its value. A true guru touches and shakes the inner
feeling. Panditji says, “Music is the basis of one's life.” When I started learning music, my
guru taught me how the ‘Raag’ and the ‘Raagini’ are suited to the changing hours of the day
and the night. Thanks to the undying support of my parents, I began to sing well under the
guidance of my guru. The regular ‘riyaaz’ that I was dedicated to, the constant desire to make
it, and an encouraging word from my guru were all that took to making me persistent in my
pursuit. The entire process was a transforming experience.

G

O

YA

The day finally arrived when my guru thought it was time for me to perform on stage. My heart
was pounding from the very moment this thought of playing before an audience came into my
mind. With butterflies in my stomach, I finally ascended the stage. It was an opportunity of a
lifetime. I went numb. The keynote was stuck; the mikes were adjusted; I let my training do
the rest of the job.
When I opened my eyes and gathered my senses, I had an exhilarated audience before me, and
applause continued till I left the stage. The Almighty had been merciful enough on me as this
one stage performance catapulted my confidence quotient and my popularity among the music
lovers of the town.
Indian classical music is second to none, true that all human emotions find expressions in it. I
was now deep into it. I listened to Mohd. Rafi, Mukesh, Kishore Kumar, Lata Mangeshkar and
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Asha Bhosle. From classical numbers, I moved on to trying other genres as well. Who but my
guru constantly supported me. I was now bent on choosing music as my career. A rigorous
‘riyaaz’ session done devoutly in itself is the way to relate oneself with the Supreme Maker.
There was a constant transformation within me and music started making me feel the presence
of divinity in earthly life.
Today, I am a singer performer at various levels. Music has provided me with the platform to
excel.

HA

N

(ii) Describe a teacher in your entire school journey who has distinctly and deeply touched your
thoughts and values. Give a vivid account of the incidents that you particularly remember.

Answer :

AS

My Favourite Teacher

He is always smiling and ever so genial. The moment he enters the class, a blissful air pervades.
The cheer and the aura are enough to put the otherwise noisy class to attention.

RS

PR

AK

Mr. Shailendra Verma, our geography teacher, is warm, enthusiastic and most importantly, a
committed pillar of the St. Joseph's teaching fraternity. Mr. Verma became our class teacher
in class VIII. We soon understood that a man had an iron hand to smile and a crispy pat to
pamper. The simple maps of geography soon became a window to the world of imagination
and determination. Oh, how he explores the continents! One would die to visit them. Every
student, be made sure was within the span of his attention.

HE

As the year progressed, we became closer to him. The otherwise morning attendance became
a session we all looked forward to. Every roll call was followed by a personal remark, be it
our mood, uniform, health or mischief. Nothing escaped his attention. Even the naughtiest one
found himself within restraints once the geography lesson started.

BR

OT

The freehand sketches of the outlines or the earth going around the sun on its axis, every
geographical phenomenon was now at our fingertips. The mundane tasks were turned to magic.
Such was our geography teachers’ charisma. Mr. Verma might have been a geography teacher, but
we learnt a lot of life lessons from him, along with the skill to face challenges in life.

YA

L

Indeed, through his innovative methodology and keen understanding of child psychology, Mr.
Verma taught us new things and guided us to discover our passions. As a class teacher, he
constantly challenged our potentials so we may explore them. He indeed fostered a love among
students for geography and learning as a whole.

O

Teaching is a noble profession, and a good teacher is truly a gift of God upon us. Teachers like
Mr. Verma are the cornerstones of a prosperous and healthy society. They impact ideas and
perceptions and create a value-based generation, a treasure any nation can be proud of.

G

The crisp white shirt that Mr. Verma wears reflects his impeccable character. A true role model,
my geography teacher, is one of his kind. Through his rimmed glasses, he can peer into the
psyche of every child and see beyond his face. I have all the reason to thank my teacher for
fostering the strength we needed to take the next step towards our dream of a newer tomorrow.
The word 'support' that he constantly instilled in us has stood us in good stead. Today, when
I stand on the threshold of leaving school, I find myself bolder and focused. It has been the
cumulative effort of all our teachers and Mr. Verma in particular. Their endeavour to create a
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learning environment has reinforced the fact that students can master academic subjects and
steer the course of their lives with ease and panache.
(iii) Beggary

Answer :
"Aspiring beggary is wretchedness itself.” — Oliver Goldsmith

HA

N

A beggar is a man who has to acknowledge defeat at the hands of destiny. He is a weakling
coward: he deserves no pity but only contempt. No doubt, it refers to the able-bodied beggars
who demand alms in the name of charity, and they deserve no sympathy. It is said that in our
country, begging is associated with religious salvation. No man has a right to beg if he can
earn his livelihood with his hand and head.

PR

AK

AS

Be it a public thoroughfare, an open-air theatre or a children's park, the places are infested
with beggars. Temples seem to be a licensed venue for these mendicants. The maimed and
the diseased outstretching their palms outside your window glass on a crowded crossing have
become a permanent sight in big and small towns. We simply look at them and move on.
Sometimes, we endeavour to balance our spiritual account by dropping a copper. Let us not
forget that these diseased mendicants should be prevented from spreading the disease. The
disabled and maimed, who are often victims of monstrous gangs, need to be taken care of as
they are no less than a blot on the face of a democratic set-up. The government and the nongovernment organisations need to look into this social menace.

HE

RS

The able-bodied beggars are a considerable burden, and there is an utter need to rehabilitate them
by employing them. Unfortunately, our governments have failed to take any such responsibility
in this regard.

YA

L

BR

OT

There are countless cars where these beggars, over a period of time, have a reason to power
and pelf. Many a time, handicapped or deformed or diseased children fall prey to cruel and
heartless gangs of employers who exploit them to bring illicit earnings for them. In cities,
these children can be seen washing car windows, peddling goods, or seeking alms at crossings
and junctions, thereby taking the risk of a brief hit by vehicles or trains. Not only this, the
quiet of the housing societies could be suddenly interrupted by the shrill cry of a mendicant
seeking alms in the form of clothes, food or money. Suddenly, the window of your car is being
knocked persistently by some underfed woman or a sickly child. The sight is horrendous. They
are everywhere, markets, theatres, bus stops, railway stations, temples, mosques, churches. You
turn your head and see someone stretching hands to solicit alms.

G

O

Interestingly enough, these days, your mobile screens, too, threaten you with their presence. Be
it for medical care, a homeless destitute or a school for the blind. How can we miss out on
people who truly want help for money or food, but dignity and self-respect would not do so.
The government, as well as the rich, must come forward to find out a solution to this menace.

(iv) ‘‘A Stitch in Time Saves Nine’. How do you look at this age-old adage in day-to-day life
applications?

Answer :
‘A stitch in time saves nine’. The proverb contains a world of wisdom. Time is limited at anyone’s
disposal; one must make the maximum of it and avoid wasting it in every possible way.
56
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Timely action can prevent one from great loss. If you had a small rent in your garment, it must
be immediately attended to, lest it should result in loosening more stitches or widening the rent
leading to more labour. This is not only the art of sewing but an art of living. The proverb
encourages prompt action with immediate effect.

HA

N

The average man is relaxed and easily gives in to procrastination. With examination knocking,
the student decides to go for a vacation instead of attending to his books will land him in a
mess when he writes his papers. Allow the banyan shoot to take deeper roots in the recesses of
a wall, and the result is total damage to the building. Big and small, any task, if attended on
time, ensures safety and profit.

AK

AS

A person is likely to find the assigned task a burden and procrastinates it until tomorrow.
Tomorrow lands up with newer assignments for him, thereby piling up his tasks. He remains,
eventually, an average performer in life. The less one has to do, the lesser time one finds to do.
Idling only leads to the killing of time. Someone rightly said, “If you are born poor, it's your
fate; if you die poor, it's your fault."

RS

PR

Even the Bhagwad Gita reinstates the actual worth of time. Shri Krishna makes Arjun know the
right time to attack his opponents lest he is defeated. An ordinary farmer will find himself at
a loss if he delays his sowing or harvesting even by a day or two. The housewife will land
herself in trouble if she does not take care of her budget at the right time and make necessary
alternations. So many dams have given way to severe floods just because the breach was not
attended to on time. A passing train has to be signalled on time. A moment of laxity on the
part of the signalman could cost thousands of times.

OT

HE

Time management is life management. “Never leave till tomorrow what you can do today,” says
Benjamin Franklin. A shiftless man is constantly at his wit’s end. Deferring and postponing are
the keywords for shirkers. They faced floods because they did not care to build a reservoir for
rains. A doer is self-willed and competent and never gives into indolence or ease.

BR

Prior preparation and timely action is the key to combating cropping problems. Life is not a bed of
roses, and the thorns need to be taken care of. But one must never sacrifice prudence to haste;
never do anything in a passion. Promptitude coupled with prudence is the key to prosperity.
(v) Write an original story beginning with “I must have been barely 15...

L

Answer :

G

O

YA

I must have been barely 15, maybe 16, when it all happened. It was one of the most stomachchurning moments of my life. It was possibly my share of ‘Karma’ for laughing at others. This
ticklish bone of mine simply refuses to listen to the head and bursts out blatantly on hearing
a stomach growl in a silent room or a new student entering a wrong classroom, or someone
falling on the treadmill. Anything and everything would find expression on my face, much to
the embarrassment of others.
It was 23rd December 2020. The weather was cold and dry but sunny, an ideal day for a picnic
where one could share space with others. When the temperature tends to keep people indoors,
saving themselves from chilblain and trench foot, we, a bunch of 17 ‘Hooligans’ (that’s how
our class teacher addressed us), decided to go for a picnic to Kakolat, a popular destination
with natural perennial waterfalls, 130 km away from Patna. Ms Shweta, our tutor at the
Institute, agreed to accompany us.
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We packed plenty of eatables and set forth sharp at 6, seating ourselves comfortably in the
deluxe buses, all agog. It was merrymaking, fun and games on the way up to the falls. The
three-hour bus journey in the Volvo A/c seater was an experience of a sort.
Despite the cold, the warm water of the fall was rejuvenating, all thanks to the sunny weather.
Sizzling food and a little trekking had us all exhausted. With the onset of dusk, we got into the
bus, and I coolly, rather warmly went to the rear of the bus, sprawled myself on the long back
seat, and soon possibly dozed off.

AK

AS

HA

N

When the headcounts were made, I was obviously missing. Only when Rajneesh woke me up
with a shake did I realize that the entire class was looking at me, dazed, horrified and a few
even laughing out loud. The glaring look of Ms Shweta was nerve chilling for me. Shyamli
told me she had panic attacks, for she feared that I might have got caught in some recess of
the hills. I was told that the bus driver had gone hunting down the trail looking for me. They
were almost making plans to lodge an FIR with the local police. Here I was wondering how I
could sleep so deep.

PR

I stood there like a stupid. I recalled the countless laughs I had enjoyed at the cost of others.
Karma had taken a 360º turn. I apologised profusely. That did not melt Ms. Shweta’s heart. I
was denied an out-pass. That meant no outings for me for the next two months.
“Embarrassment lasts a moment; regrets last a lifetime.” How true!

RS

(vi) With the spurt of multinational companies invading the Indian market, appreciation and
apprehensions abound. Give your views for or against the statement, “Multinational
companies—the only panacea to the slogging Indian economy.”

HE

Answer :
For

BR

OT

Any country is as strong as its economy is. The Indian Economic, with its mixed structure,
provides for a socialistic set-up on the one hand and a capitalistic framework on another. The
advent of Multinational Companies in India has resulted from the desire to boost the slowmoving tempo of the country after centuries of stagnation under colonial role.

G

O

YA

L

With visionary zeal, the Indian economy foresees itself at par with any developed nation within
a couple of decades. Thus it becomes imperative for India to allow global participation in
its economic functioning. This is necessary to keep pace with world-class products. It's time
India shunned all unnecessary barriers in matters of trade and transaction between countries
and continents. Allowing the multinationals would allow more foreign capital and advanced
technology. This, in turn, would result in quality products and an impetus to the indigenous
capitalists to upgrade their production in line with the multinationals. These MNCs are proving
to be the only panacea to the slogging Indian economy.

58

These multinationals like Microsoft, Pepsico, IBM, Nestle, Coca Cola and a lot more have
thronged the Indian market, thereby ushering an industrial revolution of a kind. The plethora of
job opportunities with a professional work culture has given a new dimension to the economy.
From semi-skilled to higher professionals and administrative jobs, skills of all kinds have seen
themselves absorbed in deserving places. No wonder there has been a growing need to generate
our own workforce through IITs and IIBMs and countless technical and management institutes.
Even in the field of medicine today, the upgraded research and facilities have made India
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promote its medical tourism. This increased FDI has only resulted in long-term prospects for
making profits.

HA

N

Since 1991, with the introduction of the policy of liberalisation and privatisation, the MNCs
there allowed operating in India, nevertheless with certain regulations. Prior to this, India relied
heavily on external commercial borrowings, which only increased the burden of external debt.
These MNCs have played a significant role in reducing this strain and helping correct India’s
Balance of Payment (BOP). The use of sophisticated technology and expert technical knowhow to handle this change has given the Indian workforce a new boost leading to technological
upgradation of the Indian economy. Maruti Suzuki today is a leading manufacturer and exporter
of cars in India.

AS

The broad-based investment in infrastructures like communication airports, power projects,
computer industry, medicine and hospitality has further strengthened the Indian Tertiary Sector,
stimulating economic growth. This has further led to the appreciation of the Indian rupee and a
boom in the Indian Capital Market.

PR

AK

It’s time companies like Microsoft, Apple Inc, IBM, Google, Amazon, The Coca Cola Co.,
Procter & Gamble, Sony Corporation, Samsung, Tata Group, Infosys, Accenture, Dell, Unilever,
Nike Inc., Johnson and Johnson and a host of other companies were acknowledged for giving
the Indian economy the status it had today.
Against

RS

Ever since the mid-90s, when India opened doors to a global economy through its liberalisation
policy, the advent of multinational companies once again brought with them loads of
apprehension threatening the very sovereignty of the Indian economy.

OT

HE

The British East India Company had come to trade, expanded its tentacles and gripped the
economy, and the rest is history. The Indian Population, with its very wearied needs and
expectations, makes it imperative that immediate remedial measures should be resorted to
fighting the menace of poverty and unemployment.

L

BR

We don't need multinational companies. These companies are economically so powerful that they
disregard national priority. With big budgets at their disposal, these companies become a threat
to the indigenous manufacturers, eating up their share in the domestic market. The result is an
obvious decrease in the national employment level. This high level of technology results in a
high cost of goods, thus leading to the exploitation of the consumers.

O

YA

On the social front to it serves as a sit back to the Indian economy. These MNCs promote the
cultural and social market of their Parent Country. The local culture sees itself oblivion. This
causes a severe setback to the socio-economic values of India.

G

The slogging Indian economy today sees these MNCs as the monsters eating into the vitals
of the Indian economy. Economic serve clearly shows that the local companies in the
private sector have outperformed their public listed multinational counterparts in the past
five years.
An economic analysis of the financial performance of listed subsidiaries of MNCs in India clearly
states that the privately managed local firms and the Indian Companies have grown faster in
revenue and profits. This is a clear indication that the Desi Firms have leapt, thereby taking
advantage of the ready-to-take-on approach of the Indian economy.
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Thus, doing business in India remains a challenge for Multinational Companies. The Indian
economy is no more slogging and looks forward to being a global business hub with Indian
money and an Indian brain.

Question 2.
(a) Write a report for a local daily on a riot that broke out after a feud between the workers of
two political parties. You may base your report on the following points.
[12]

Riot Breaks Out—21 Arrested
(Senior Correspondent, TOI)

AS

Answer :

HA

N

Separate meetings – close location/venue – crowd gets split – noise on public address system
– group of workers raising slogans – brick batting from either side – police lathi-charge –
markets closed – Rapid Action Force – appeal for peace.

PR

AK

Monday, 23 December, 2021: A devastating riot broke out today at Gandhi Maidan at around
3 p.m. when the LDP and JWD workers burst into an altercation which eventually turned
violent when it turned physical.

HE

RS

The two parties held separate meetings at Golghar premises and the other at Gandhi Maidan.
Over the years, these two venues have been chosen for different groups and parties to hold a
meeting. The LDP and JWD workers suddenly found themselves up in arms when the sound on
the Public Address System from both sides started creating a noisy confusion. The crowd was
shuttling between the two venues leading to utter chaos.

OT

Suddenly, a gunshot in the air resulted in groups of people violently lashing out at each other.
Slogans rent the air, with many waving their firearms. Mohan Das, an LDP leader, said, “It is
politically motivated to drive our party workers from attending the meeting.”

BR

By 4:30 in the evening, there was brick batting, mudslinging and catastrophic damage to public
property. A parked bus was set on fire. A torrent of uncontrolled anguish burst out, leaving all
in a horrifying state of fear and dismay.

YA

L

The RAF was soon pressed into action. The unrelenting workers from either side threatened
the peace in the area, forcing the police to resort to a lathi-charge. Mrs. Jha, a resident, said,
“These unruly mobs have become quite rampant these days ever since the announcement of
dates of Panchayat elections.”

G

O

The shutters of the shops were immediately pulled down by order of the District
Administration. 21 arrests were made on the spot, and 30 people have been questioned in
this regard. The mob was dispersed only after the jawans resorted to water cannons on the
orders of the D.M.
The Chief Minister called for an immediate meeting with the higher officials to review what
has been set to nab the miscreants. An appeal for restoration of peace was made by the
C.M.
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(b) As the President of the Activity Club of your school, write a proposal (in not more than 150
words) to arrange a visit to an Old Age Home in the city.
[8]

Answer :
Heading : A proposal to arrange a visit to an Old Age Home, Purodhalaya
To :
The Administrator
From : President of the Activity Club
Date : 20 September, 20...

Subject :

A proposal to arrange a visit to an Old Age Home, Purodhalaya

HA

N

Header :

AK

AS

Introduction : We propose to arrange a visit to an Old Age Home, Purodhalaya—The home
for the elderly, on 1st October, 2021, International Day for the elderly.

PR

Statement of Objective : I, as the Secretary of the Student Council, want to convince you
to arrange a visit to an Old Age Home, ‘Purodhalaya—The home for the elderly’ to help the
students to develop soft skills like empathy and compassion, to commemorate the day by
interacting with the elderly who are in want of attention, and to offer respect to those who
have contributed to the society in part in one way or the other.

RS

List of Measures:

HE

Arrange a Volvo 36-seater bus for ferrying the students.
Instruct the Actively Club members to collect money, eatables and gift items for the inmates.
Arrange mics, speakers and an audio-video system for the musical event at home.

OT

Fund to be raised by means of holding mini fete and sale of raffle tickets.

G

O

YA

L

BR

I do hope that this proposal for a visit to the Old Age Home gets approved at the earliest so
that all necessary arrangements prior to the visit may be made well in advance.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 7 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

AS

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) ‘Happiness is not something readymade. It comes from your actions.’ Narrate the events of a
day that may be considered the happiest day in your life.

PR

Answer :

HE

RS

If this question is suddenly posed to you, for a moment, one can be puzzled, and so was I. Amid
the mundane life, where does one find happiness? Surprisingly, I realized that happiness in
life was a rarity and one needs the fortune to favour one. I dived into a chaos of memories,
rambled my mind and hunted the private treasury of memories. Ah, yes! It was the day when
my class X Board Exam results were announced. How could I forget!

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

I was at my aunt's place in Dhanbad. My parents had prepared to send me to aunt Sunita for
a break after the gruelling months of rigorous preparation for the Board Preparation. This
escapade was much needed for Aunt Sunita knew better than anyone else in the world that
I loved lazing as my idle pastime. Her culinary skills were an added temptation. This retreat
into the idyllic setting of a luxury government bungalow of the Coal City was the best-desired
rendezvous – uninterrupted by any thought or apprehension. Then, suddenly and unexpectedly,
one day, my reverie was interrupted by a shout from the inner quarter. Aunt Sunita was calling
out my name in various tones of endearment. Sensing something unusual, I hurried out of the
room to find my parents and my cousins all busy on their mobile screens. For a moment, my
heart sank and then rose again. I then learnt that I had passed the all-important benchmark of
an academic career with a brilliant 96%. Foolish me! A strange feeling of disbelief coupled
with loads of excitement all battled together to find an expression on my face.

62

Truly speaking, the joy was ecstatic. Someone has rightly said, “Surprise is the greatest gift
which life can grant us.” Each day holds a surprise. That day I realized that there is no
surprise more magical than the surprise of being loved. Friends and relatives poured in
the blessing and congratulated me. My cell phone refused to stop ringing; my Inbox was
inundated with congratulatory messages, and I was petted and pampered by my parents and
grandparents. I felt as if I was some wonder boy. Laddoos and rasgullas made way down my
throat as never before.
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Seeking everyone's blessings with solemnity and seriousness, I felt touched. I truly felt that
God's ways of teaching life lessons could come in unexpected ways. Little do we realize that
happiness comes only by sharing the joys and bearing the pains. The entire celebration at Aunt
Sunita's place and the wholehearted participation of her friends went a long way to leave an
indelible mark in my memory.

N

The joy of success couldn't have been so exhilarating had it not been for all those who showed
to me how much they loved me. I realized that happiness is not a goal, and rather it's a byproduct of the life we have lived.

HA

(ii) Your recent visit to a historical monument was an awe-inspiring experience. Give a vivid
account of the visit. Highlight the special features and describe the uniqueness in your own
words.

AS

Answer :

PR

AK

Our world is filled with awe-inspiring structures, both man-made and natural. These structures
have withstood the onslaught of time and continue to be a source of wonder because of their
unique structure and splendour. The intricate carving of churches, the mystic history
behind a tomb, the grandeur of a temple, of the brilliant science behind a monument—these
innumerable human endeavours have been an expression of man's ingenuity and relentless
spirit.

RS

All the Seven Wonders of the Modern World—Chichen Itza in Mexico, Christ the Redeemer in
Brazil, Petra in Jordan, Machu Picchu in Peru, The Great Wall of China, Roman Colosseum,
and our own Taj Mahal, each one of them has a history of being unique.

BR

OT

HE

Located in Agra in the state of Uttar Pradesh, the Taj is quoted as the jewel of Muslim art in
India. It attracts tourists from the farthest corner of the globe. Seeing and visiting the Taj
Mahal is indeed a treat when one is transported to the magical era of the Mughals. It was 20th
September, 2019 when I visited the Taj Mahal in Agra. We were a group of 17 girls altogether.
The amazing structure is a temptation to a freaking heart. The tight security around the place
makes it evident how precious the monument is.

YA

L

From a distance, the Taj looked even more wonderful. With River Yamuna forming the backdrop,
the mausoleum is nothing short of an artist's imagination. The changing hue of the Taj with the
sliding of the sun seems sheer magic. The Persian architecture is reflected in its divinely best
splendour.

G

O

The Taj is built on a high terrace made of marble. The four minarets on all four corners only add
to its beautiful periphery. There is a broad circular gallery all around the structure. The filigree
work and carvings in the marble are excellent works of art. Verses from the Quran are written
on a mosaic on the three sides of the gate.
There are two tombs of Shah Jahan and his dear queen Mumtaz Mahal. Verses from Quran were
written on their tombs. Walking along the pathway beside the transparent pool and fountain
leaves one awestruck. This three hundred and fifty years old monument is indeed a wonder.
The magnificent structure is the epitome of love. No wonder lovers and honeymooners visit this
structure to imbibe the spirit of candying love in their hearts.
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The best time it is believed to visit the Taj is during the night, especially a full moon night when
the Taj looks exceptionally beautiful. The high-quality Makrana marbles from Rajasthan find a
splendid expression in the form of this Wonder Structure. The 22 white domes, representing the
22 years taken to complete this structure, acknowledge the tireless efforts of those who went
into making the Taj. Tagore rightly called the monument “a teardrop on the cheek of time”.

N

(iii) “Military education should be made compulsory.” Give your views for or against the
statement.

HA

Answer :
For

AS

In a free and democratic country, the duty of defending one's country belongs to everyone.
Almost every country suspects some other country of hostility against itself. The government
of the respective countries, developing or developed, need to expand a large proportion of their
exchequer to keep their military forces constantly ready.

PR

AK

Though India believes in the Gandhian cult of non-violence, the question still arises – should
military service be compulsory? Conscription ensures a ready army that can take the field
despite the short notice. With a conscripted army, Germany always had the edge over England
and America, where recruitment was done voluntarily.

RS

A compulsory military education ensures discipline and dutifulness among the youth of a nation.
Youth Brigade is the real asset of a nation. These young men trained in military discipline can
prove to be a vital force in peacetime.

BR

OT

HE

In a world where headlines incite a militant disposition, a conscripted army is of utmost necessity
for civil defence. The principle of Ahimsa still is a far-fetched dream in this world. If we want
peace, we need to be prepared for war. Only a well-trained and ready-to-strike army of zealous
youngsters can ensure peace in a nation. Hence, a well-trained and equipped army is equally
necessary for India. How true George Orwell was when he said, “People sleep probably in their
beds at night because rough men stand ready to do violence on their behalf." Military education
becomes imperative in modern times where the world is fast resolving itself into rival camps
aimed to the teeth with the latest weapons of destruction.

YA

L

George Washington reiterated the need for the same by saying,
one of the most effective means of preserving peace.” Thus on
considered a negative concept. It cannot exist without war, and
conscripted army, and for a conscripted army, we need to have

“To be prepared for war is
one level, peace may also be
for war, we need to have a
compulsory military education.

G

O

Also, a compulsory military education would make one empathise with the pain a soldier goes
through when protecting a nation on the borders, thus sacrificing their wishes and pleasures. It
would ensure the desire to attain fitness to undergo hard training. Many youths aspire to serve
their country just because they do not qualify for the rigorous test and are prevented from
doing so. A nation with such an abundance of manpower is likely to be a superpower.
Needless to say, in the growing world of one-upmanship, it is this compulsory military education
that will create a generation of youngsters who are seeking focus and leadership opportunities
and an avenue in liberal arts.
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Against
Hurting or injuring a person is against the basic principles of humanity and any religious belief.
The idea that military education should be made compulsory sums extremely out of use and
even irrational.

N

India is a democratic country, and forcing people to undergo military training would be against
the very democratic spirit of our nation. Moreover, the desire for peace is a natural response
and stands in straight contrast to the horrors of war or a nation’s desire for military conquest.

HA

Although military training is compulsory in some countries, nations like India cannot afford to go
for such compulsions.

AK

AS

As far as personal interest is concerned, not everyone would like to be a part of the defence
or a literary bent. Military training could be extremely dithering, especially in less developed
countries like India, where physical and mental illness is a great issue. If forced into, they may
not respond as well, and therefore the large number of expenses made on their training would
go in vain.

RS

PR

When the world vouches for peace, it will be a wasteful idea to make such heavy expenditure
on their training. In the absence of war, they may even forget the skills because of a lack of
regular practice, bringing the idea of compulsory military education to a nought. In today’s
world, compulsory military education should be completely dismissed as it demands perfection
of health and fitness, which is difficult to attain. Instead, the same money should be used for
better education and healthcare.

OT

HE

As far as the rigorous training is concerned, a hundred proper trained soldiers are better than a
thousand forcefully trained conscripts. One must also never forget the young brigade and the
potential to change the phase by pursuing dreams that can impact the face of the economy.
Simply forcing them into doing something contrary to their aptitude wouldn’t make any
sense. A student who can be a computer wizard, imagine him using bombs and bullets on the
battlefield.

BR

Let this world be dotted with doctors, engineers, lawyers, sportsmen, artists who can paint a
beautiful world rather than have youngsters who take two weapons to besmear the face of
humankind.

YA

Answer :

L

(iv) Indian Women: No More a Weaker Sex

G

O

Women empowerment has become the new buzzword across the globe today. Today, the woman
is all set to break free from the cocoon and forge a place for herself beyond the four walls of
domesticity. Thanks to the rise in the percentage of literacy among the womenfolk in India. The
laws for empowering them have expanded the vista, opening up a plethora of job opportunities
and wider avenues for her personal and professional growth.
Today, women are a force to reckon with. The strength of courage, the zeal to take initiatives, the
hunger for identity, and the desire to create a better world for themselves has made the Indian
women a full circle. The success story of some rags to riches female entrepreneurs in India
has fuelled the potential of even the most ordinary and even subdued womenfolk of India.
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Kalpana Saroj, a Dalit entrepreneur, the chairperson of Kamani Tubes, has been well-described
as a Slumdog Millionaire. Hitesh Ahuja of Fem Pharma has outperformed many international
players. Perhaps the most inspiring and impactful women entrepreneurs in India are the cofounders of Lijjat Papad, the seven Gujarati women who created sustainable livelihood and
history.

HA

N

The new breed of Indian women is no longer restricted to the urban setting. Their rural
counterparts are key agents for development. Despite the endless challenges related to credit,
health care, education, marital responsibilities, these women are emerging as powerhouse
workforce playing a propelling role towards economic transformation, environmental issues and
social changes – all required for sustainable development.

AK

AS

Mary Kom, Sania Mirza, Saina Nehwal, PV Sindhu, Sakshi Malik, the Phogat sisters, Rani
Rampal, Ashalata Devi, Duttee Chand, Anjali Bhagwat, Anju Bobby George, Hima Das – these
sportswomen have had to overcome much adversity ranging from lack of training infrastructure
to facing gender discrimination -- they have borne it all. No obstacle has been big enough for
them.

RS

PR

The Padma Awards 2021 saw the famous Ashoka Hall glittering with the remote section and
denomination awardees. Padma Awards finally celebrated the real heroes of India. Tulsi Gowda,
a great environmentalist, has lived in the forests all her life; Lakshman Basu for social work,
Dulari Devi for Art, Mridula Sinha for Literature and Education, Jaswanti Ben Jamuna Das
Poppat for Trade and Industry... the list of female Padma awardees is getting endless. They are
now the new trendsetters.

YA

Answer :

L

(v) Tolerance

BR

OT

HE

Naina Lal Kidwai, Indira Nooyi, Ela Bhatt, Aishwarya Rai can now boast of being the
inspiring force behind their success stories. Women legislators like Smriti Irani, Nirmala
Sitharaman, Renuka Singh Saruta, too need to gear up the number of women in the
uppermost echelons of lawmaking. No society can function without the contribution of its
women power. Kudos to the new approach India is adopting wherein the real heroes are
being recognised. India today has reason to celebrate the new avatar of God's complete
creation.

"In the practice of tolerance, one’s enemy is the best teacher," said Dalai Lama XIV.

G

O

The world today is marred by intolerance. This coldness of human attribute has often led to
separation, misunderstandings and severe hostilities between individuals, groups and nations
at large. Civil disorder, vandalism and frequent riots have been some of the ill effects of this
human ill. This illness is likely to threaten human resistance not later but very soon.
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One must never forget that tolerance creates wellness and intolerance, illness. The difference
between ‘I’ and ‘we’ should be well-understood. Tolerance is the virtue of a civilized wellrooted society. One should be able to accept the difference in opinion for the general wellness
of the larger community. It is a way to show one's strength to deal with varied and sometimes
even contrary opinions and perspectives. Thanks to the spread of education, that has created
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a spirit of reason, thereby allaying the vice of intolerance. The present-day civilized society
sees it as an act of insanity. Tolerance today is looked up to as a sign of superior culture and
refined, oriental training. Fortunately, today we live in an era where we are more open-minded,
non-judgmental and much more tolerant. The new world education has taught us to respect
unity in diversity. We do not condemn the food one eats, the language one speaks, the religion
one practises or the creed one believes in.

HA

N

To be tolerant may invite a lot of self exercise and restraint, but its benefits are innumerable. It
calls for constant intellectual renewal. This fact of human development has made the world
today more flexible and livable. Today, the Muslims, the Christians and the Atheists share the
dais for a convention or convocation with utmost care and congeniality.

AS

A democratic setup induces more tolerance because it necessitates this ability to withstand and
respect others' opinions and cults.

AK

On November 16, 1995, this virtue was duly acknowledged, and the day was declared the
International Day for Tolerance. Every year, the day sees itself with a new theme for the year;
the 2020 theme for the year is making climate change and climate justice. The pandemic has
taught the world to work towards a sustainable future.

HE

RS

PR

However, tolerances should not mean adopting a dilly dally attitude. When it comes to preserving
the basic tenets of our democracy, when the very core of our social fabric is threatened, when
the borders are attacked by evil designs, when our self-esteem is pricked, it's time to take a
stand. Tolerance doesn't mean timidity – terrorism cannot be tolerated at any cost; domestic
violence must never be tolerated; child abuse must never be a personal issue. Any act of moral
corruption, social ills, political dishonesty, and unscrupulous business dealings should never be
tolerated.

OT

(vi) Write an original story beginning with the words, ‘Run! Run!’ said Jiya ...

Answer :

O

YA

L

BR

“Run! Run!” said Jiya vaguely as she came panting to me before a misdeemed dog, who
had been chasing her perhaps from the school bus, stopped. Our unwearied spirits being
clasped in irons by the muddy vesture rushed into our rooms – rejuvenated, as the aroma
of the scrumptious delights wafted through the air into my nasal passage. In the nick of a
second, we changed and were in the dining area hankering for food. After a great deal of
conversation and belly worship, I once again ventured into my world, fantasizing with no
disturbance onto my work schedule, sparing some hours for the construction of my future.
Henceforth, proceeding with my family to the terrace towards the best – the most tranquil
part of the day – twilight.

G

Raising through the stairs up in the golden bath, burst into watering plants, journeying
through life from springtime to dotage, each characterised by a limpid timeless beauty
living forever in my heart. They danced and gambled with the wind and water, each adept
in that attire. As the flamboyant flowers revealed their charm and fragrances, the buds
hoped to be blooming not. After buzzing around for a while, I sat down in the soft, softer
light than the lazy clouds. The setting sun cast a rosy yellowish-orange hue across the
darkling sky. The bells in every house were tinkling along with the chorus of therapeutic
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N

birdsong – this divine music seeped in the auditory canal. Goosey cold, usually as the
cool breeze whistled and tickled through my body, creating an atmosphere no less than
heaven. All worries and fatigue receded into the background as I solely lay out the routine
drudgery. Also, spending time with family, cooking jointly, and performing productive
activities like painting or dancing or singing – the best one is the Dumb Charades. This
blissful occasion is the most awaited or otherwise planned at that moment, accompanied by
a zesty hot cup of tea in an earthen cup – with a refreshing smell – often called for a talk
on political, social, and religious issues.

PR

AK

AS

HA

After the snacks, as I stepped back into my territory, completely motivated, I started with my
assignments, diving deeper and deeper into the world of mathematics, science, geography,
literature, history and many more. Living a thousand lives doing a world tour and
experiencing diverse experiences and thereafter, finally, return to me in my room. By then,
I was exhausted. I grabbed my dinner and helped mother in catering the rest. Thereafter,
I did my night duty and annoying my little sister as she tried to sleep also contributed a
bit to my diary. Then, wobble about onto the bed. Before sleeping, as every day, staring
out of the window at the dark sky, lit up with a blanket of stars beaded endlessly with the
dappled moon which shone so stately, forming mysterious shadows on the city's streets
probably never asleep. And then, soon flop into dreams.

RS

At the midnight hour, when the stray dog hauls, making a nuisance of himself, we are in a
deep and silent slumber, knitting hopes and aspirations for the new day expected to be a
turning point in our lives.

HE

Question 2.

OT

(a) The recent release of a movie had the box office gross soaring in the very first week of its
release. Write a film review based on the following points.
[12]

BR

Name of the movie – director – producer – screenplay – script in brief – music – theme song –
star cast – audience response – box office collection

Answer :
Cast

: No Time to Die

: Daniel Craig, Christoph Waltz, Rami Malek, Ana De Armas David Dencik

L

Film

: Cary Joji Fukunaga

YA

Director

Screenplay : Neal Purvis, Robert Wade, Fukunaga, Phoebe Waller

G

O

‘No Time to Die’ is the 25th Bond Film, a solid swan song for Daniel Craig. It was released
in theatres across the globe on October 8, 2021. The film has received a positive response, and
Craig's concluding tenure as Bond has been widely appreciated.

68

James Bond is in Jamaica enjoying an easy and tranquil life after leaving active service.
Unexpectedly, his old CIA friend Felix Leiter shows up and asks for help. Bond, the
incorrigible detective, sets out on a new mission to rescue a kidnapped scientist. Not very
unexpected, the mission turned out to be much more treacherous than expected. Bond and his
men set out on the trail of a mysterious villain armed with dangerous new technology.
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'No Time to Die' has plenty of deaths. In the gripping interrogation scene, when Bond tries to
find out what Blofeld knows about the Nanobots, Bond kills him. A long time, Nemesis Blofeld
meets his end.
The film has a lot of links to its predecessors, which is evident when the screen calls up with
the cast and crew who have been carried over, leaving them with 'no time to die’.

N

It's a story of revenge, of killings, of retaliation. The spectre agent of Blofeld attempting to
assassinate Bond, Bond escaping with his life, blaming Swan for the attack – all make-up for a
gripping thriller.

HA

Billie Eilish's theme song is a key to understanding the rest of the movie. The former OO7 is
killed in 'No Time to Die’. The spectacular magic end with missiles falling on Bond comes not
before he foils Safin's evil plan and destroys the lab used to create the nanobots.

AS

With $ 708 million worldwide, ‘No Time To Die’ has once again established itself as a true
legacy of the Bond era.

PR

AK

(b) Your school is celebrating 175 years of its inception. Being the Prefect of your school, write a
proposal to be submitted to the Management Committee of your school for holding an ‘Open
Fete’ in the school premises to commemorate the occasion.
[8]

Answer :

The Management Committee

From :

Prefect of the school

Date :

20 December, 20...

HE

Subject :

To :

A proposal for holding an ‘Open Fete’ in the school premises

OT

Header :

RS

Heading : A proposal for holding an ‘Open Fete’ in the school premises

BR

Introduction : We propose to hold an ‘Open Fete’ in the school premises to commemorate
175 years of St Joseph's Convent and its glorious history.

YA

L

Statement of Objective : As the Prefect of the school, I would like to hold an Open Fete to
promote a sense of pride and devotion for their alma mater among the students. This event will
surely make the day and the year memorable for the school calendar. Also, bringing the old
and the new generation of Josephites together for a day will add a yardstick to the day.

O

List of Measures

G

The fete may be held in the School Open Ground.
We must invite the chief guest, the guest of honour and members of the Alumni Association
with all the respect.
Stall, both for food and games, shall be allocated against payment.
An overall budget of 9 lacs can be procured from the endorsements and sale of counters.

I hope that the proposal for holding this mega event of Open Fete 2021’ gets approved at the
earliest so that proper and prior preparations may get started in time.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 8 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

AS

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) Narrate an incident when your unexplored potential came to the fore. What led you to do it,
and how did you feel after that?

PR

Answer :

HE

RS

More lessons are learnt on the sports field than in the classroom. Who could agree to this fact
more than I do! It is this sports field where one enthuses oneself with a positive thrust and a
buoyant spirit. This is one place where one faces a diverse environment that aids a child in his
social upbringing, No... I am not here to prove the importance of the sports field. I am here to
narrate how one incident became so memorable for me.

OT

I was a visitor on the basketball court who simply enjoyed the sports for more fun. Competitions
and tournaments were never a cup of tea. Hence, I never tried to participate in any such event.
Being an introvert rather than a subdued child, I considered everyone better than me. I’d rather
sit in the arena and watch others play, only once in a while, jumping from my seat when the
adrenaline gushed inside me.

YA

L

BR

The stage was all set. Our basketball team at St. Joseph's Convent had been carrying away the
running trophy for the past three years in a row. This year too, our team had shot up into the
finals and was meeting Don Bosco. Our star player Surabhi sent word at the last moment that
she was under the weather and had been advised to rest for three days. An air of despondency
settled over the team. Now what! The team was almost giving up. We had already lost the
match even before our girls went onto the court, so we thought.

G

O

Destiny has its own way to decide things. All eyes suddenly fell on me. My random dribblings,
fewer field goals, and the playful free throws were suddenly recognised. There I was geared up
for the ground, greeted by ‘Super,’ ‘Go, get it,’ and ‘Yes, yes, yes,’ amidst the cheers of my
friends. There was no scope for a second thought. I had to overlook the jeering looks for St.
Joseph’s reigned supreme in my little head.
I must confess there was something of a divine push within me. The shooting cameras and the
hooting rivals only inspired me like never before. From end to end on the field, I was running.
My field goal got me 3 points, and the girls in the stand rose into the air. The thunderous
applause only helped me win a free throw, and the St. Joseph's stand shook in ecstasy.
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The 48-minute game was over in 2 hours. The exuberant looks of the girls spoke it all. I was
the star of the day. I rang up Surabhi to congratulate her and to be congratulated in return. A
whirl of applause rent the air when sister Josephine gave away the running trophy once again
to Purbasha. The team made for a picture frame to be preserved till eternity. I was a celebrity.
The best player award came to me by mere providence. I would be lying if I say, ‘It was
easy.’

HA

(ii) Describe the scene from your point of view when you wait at the railway station.

N

Today, I look back at the ‘day’ with pride, contentment, and unblemished joy. If you believe in
yourself, have dedication and pride... and never quit, you’ll be a winner.

Answer :

AK

AS

Often, when a train gets delayed due to unavoidable and unforeseen circumstances, the only
alternative left is to wait. There are no two ways about it. And frankly, it's quite entertaining
to take a glimpse of the station with its hustle and bustle all around. A platform is definitely
an interesting place, presenting different scenes of activities of hundreds of people from every
nook and corner of the country. It is like a human museum or rather a fair of human faces.

PR

The parking place, the huge entrance, the waiting rooms, and almost every single platform are
jammed with people. So, if you are claustrophobic, the railway station is not your place!

RS

At times, it's really funny seeing so many people crammed up, so busy even to notice what's
happening besides them. All concerned with their respective business and issues.
The platform becomes the best place to observe human behaviour closely.

BR

OT

HE

The ticket counters managed by betel chewing government employees; long queues of people
not so patiently waiting for their turn; and crowds of people walking in and out of platforms
can easily be seen. Vendors moving to and fro the station with various types of goods for
transportation in hand carts, selling tea and coffee, cry loud enough to sell their wares. Books,
newspaper and magazine stalls, with passengers braking here and there, are found reading.
Coolies carrying luggage, or trying to persuade people in helping them carry the big suitcases
in exchange for money, are busy with their work. Hawkers are busy with their business. TTEs
were moving around with files and charts in their hands.
Oh! And little kids with quick sneaky hands ready to pull out stuff when offered a chance.

O

YA

L

It's a strange place! Everyone is in a hurry, turning a deaf ear to any instruction or advice. With
eyes set towards the incoming trains. And just as the train stops at the platform, the whole
scene changes. People hurriedly strap their bag packs and luggage. Men, women, children,
all ready and set to get in or come out as fast as possible, stamping and pushing each other
without any call.

G

While some faces adorn big smiles on reuniting with loved ones, others are teary-eyed,
departing. So, to conclude, waiting at a railway station though it may sound dull, can be
fun after all.

(iii) Rains

Answer :
“Nature is so beautiful that at times, it's hard to believe it truly exists.”
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Its vivid, fascinating, paramount and supreme. It is beautiful and has various forms, each different
from one another and varies in its beauty. It is something to marvel at, something that dazzles
the view around, be it the prominence of mountains, the vast expanse of the sea, the unfolding
of the life of a flower or the never-ending infinite sky. It gives us a feeling of awe, wonder and
amazement.

HA

N

One of such beautiful components of nature is rain, the falling of water droplets from the clouds.
It comes as a musical surprise for all, bringing a luscious climate and chilling weather. The
beauty of rain enhances a person and can make people admit that it is a blessing bestowed
upon us by God. It gives a natural feeling of happiness and gratitude and relief in a time of
dolefulness.

AS

The rhythmic pitter-patter sound, the fresh, moist scent of earth, sprinkling droplets envelops
everything under it and within its reach. It's so surreal, beautiful, and magnificent. And not just
about its beauty, it has such great value.

PR

AK

Rain clears the flora on land and makes everything look new and fresh. The world seems
greener, more at peace and calm. Rains being highly suitable for agriculture and irrigation helps
increase the yield, and its conservation can also help refine the natural water bodies of the
earth.
Rain is nature's way to resuscitate the earth and the life on it, bringing the benediction of
freshwater.

HE

RS

However, rain could hold different meanings because of each individual's different experiences.
Raindrops strongly resemble teardrops, and because of their astounding resemblance, a
connection between gloom and grief is made to rain. Also, the loss of sunlight and murky grey
sky, rain often signifies depression. For many people, the mere sight of rain causes sadness.
Nevertheless, the every-single thing offered to us by nature must be appreciated and valued.

OT

(iv) Write a story ending with ‘I couldn’t even say it was me’.

Answer :

YA

L

BR

I was in my school’s literary committee and all these years had participated in a number of
competitions and won laurels for my school. My participation had been at all levels—interclass, inter-school, inter-house, etc. Last year, I was selected for one such competition to be
held at CMS, Lucknow, where not only Indian but also teams from many foreign countries
were coming to participate. Since our event was to be held on the last day, we were going only
for a day. So I decided to wear the uniform only, which was to be worn during the event. Our
team consisted of one girl student along with a teacher and me.

G

O

We were first taken to a hall for some refreshments. While eating, my plate somehow tilted, and
there it was! Red, smelly sauce on my pant! Leaving the plate there only, I slipped quietly to
my room, repenting my obstinacy in wearing the uniform.

72

Awful tension gripped me as for the contest in the evening. My teacher’s fear of being scolded
made me quietly try to wash it myself. But despite copious amounts of water and rubbing, a
huge and smelly stain stubbornly remained. However, I hung my trousers on the balcony to
dry while taking a nap. After sleeping for about half an hour, I was awakened by the slamming
of the balcony door. A strong breeze had come up, and when I looked out of the window, I
saw that my trousers were gone! I rushed outside to find them dangling precariously from the
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top of a tree about two metres above me. I decided to tackle the problem alone. It was not
long before I was stalking along the corridors, in my shirt and a pair of bright pyjama shorts,
opening cupboard and doors to find a broom or something with which to retrieve my trousers.

HA

N

Eventually, I located a spiral stairway at the back of the building. This one led to a garden and
a swimming pool. My luck favoured me, and here I found a long broom, and I grabbed it and
quietly made my way to my floor. From my balcony, the “fishing” continued for about ten
minutes before I could haul up my trousers. Suddenly I heard a strange noise from the balcony
of the opposite building. It was crammed with students clapping and waving hands in my
direction, and I waved back and beat a hasty retreat.

AS

Somehow I managed my evening and the contest. Two weeks later, I paid a visit to a relative
and mentioned my participation in the CMS contest. He said that one of his colleagues also
had gone there and was telling him that some mad character in the opposite building had hung
his washing to dry on the tree-top and was standing half-naked on a balcony fishing his clothes
back with a long pole! I was so embarrassed I couldn’t even say it was me!

AK

(v) Clothes reflect who you are, how you feel at the moment and sometimes even what you want to
achieve. Reflect upon the statement from your own perspective.

PR

Answer :

RS

Since the dawn of civilisation, clothes have been there mainly to protect man from the onslaught
of environments like heat, cold, wind or rain. They even protect us from the dust and
ultraviolet rays of the sun. However, they aren't mainly sewn together.

HE

Instead, clothes act as adornments, modesty or even highlight our status. What we wear impacts
our self-image, and what we wear has a direct bearing on our thoughts and behaviours. Clothes
have become a quintessential part of our social setup. You are immediately judged when you
meet someone by your clothes.

L

BR

OT

Studies reveal that our clothes tell a story of where we have been, where we intend to go, how
we look at ourselves and how we want the world to look at us. It is fascinating to realize that
the way we dress or the choices regarding clothes that we prohibit can have immense power
to support our attitude. An item of clothing, an accessory to go with, or the entire outfit can
significantly impact how one feels about oneself. It helps one keep his chin up and spear ahead
in his work areas. It makes one assertive, confident and firm. The confidence is mirrored in
your attitude.

G

O

YA

While selecting one’s clothes, brands these days, play a vital role. It would be an erring on your
part to imagine yourself as the model on the ramp or the mannequin in the show window. You
must, first and foremost, look at yourself and what you want to show to the outward world.
However, in doing so, one should never overlook the comfort quotient. Uncomfortable attire
will only have a ruinous impact on your confidence level. Very bright and handy attires could
most often cause distractions. However, the same may be a perfect outfit for an outing or an
excursion.
Needless to say, fashion plays one of the most decisive roles while deciding one’s attire.
Fashionable people with the right outfit undoubtedly experience better treatment and attention
than their sloppier counterparts. For those who don’t know you well enough, your attire and
your dress sense alone could be the benchmark to judge you.
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Even in ancient culture, clothes were a signifier of man’s identity. Linen and wool were worn
by the rich as they were expensive. The lower down the order settled for coarser fabrics. Shirt
and waistcoats, and breeches were preferred by the man of the 18th century. Women, however,
owned fewer clothes made of studier fabric. Until very recently, animal skin was used as party
clothing.

HA

N

For women, in particular, clothing has been an expression of self-care. There is much more
to a woman than what she wears. Clothes have developed from a practical asset to a social
benchmark for her. It also reflects her wealth and taste. However, it should not determine her
character. Therefore, clothes mean nothing until someone lives in them.
(vi) “India - A Tourist Paradise. Give your views either for or against the statement.

Answer :

AS

For

AK

There can be no one in the world who has not been captivated by India's immense variety,
colour, gaiety, and cultural fiesta that no one experiences anywhere in the world.

RS

PR

Nowhere in the world, you have breathtaking, snow-capped peaks of the North, with an endless
stretch of beaches in the East, West and South. From the cold in the north, you travel to the
warm and from the warm to the hot. South India offers a vivid kaleidoscope of landscapes,
historical forts, royal cities, vast deserts to ride on camels. The variety in food, clothes,
customs, and traditions present a visitor with a feast. From the splendid, majestic Taj Mahal; to
the vast; plateau of Chittor, Jaipur and Udaipur Forts replete with Rajput history and lore, the
bewildered traveller is enchanted by the architecture and art of the southern temples.

OT

HE

India is rich in culture, it abounds in festivals, and each festival has its own tradition and history.
Every natural beauty is found here; mountains, seas, rocks, lakes, rivers. People's lives are
closely intertwined with religion - the holy rivers, the sages, and yoga all offer a new and
strange lesson to a visitor.

BR

India is a tourist paradise. It offers all comforts to the foreigner. It is a shopper's delight - so
much colour and variety. It offers solace to the sick, pleasure to the gourmet, meditation for the
soul. A tourist wants all this, and it is true. He can never have enough of India.

YA

L

Above all, the hospitality and friendliness is legendary. Though we still have to improve our
infrastructure and raise the standard of our amenities and cleanliness, we can compete with any
tourist place in the world. The increase in the number of tourists from abroad is proof of it.

O

So welcome to India - enjoy its multiple pleasures - soak in the culture - and go back happy and
contented.

G

Against
With amusement, you listen to the eulogy - India is a tourist paradise! Indeed India is a tourist NIGHTMARE.
The nightmare begins as soon as they land. The long queues, the delay in baggage arrival, the
ordeal of questions begins.
Coming out, they have to face dishonest taxi drivers, who can rob them and even kill them. It
is said that Indians who were famous for their hospitality once now misbehave, misguide, loot
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a hapless tourist. Newspapers are full of stories of tourists robbed and deprived of all their
luggage.

N

Now the tourists are shocked by the squalor, the dirt, and the country's poverty. Hotels are not
up to the mark; beggars follow them everywhere they fall sick and are victims of all kinds
of stomach ailments. Security problems, dirty surroundings, overcrowding add to their woes.
Added to these are the filthy conditions of the monuments taken around to see. Travelling takes
long hours; flight delays are a common feature. In these circumstances, who would like to visit
India?

HA

An ordinary tourist, who arrives with much fanfare, leaves in disgust, vowing never to come
back again. One has to visit tiny countries like Singapore and Hongkong to see why tourists go
there. There are no traffic jams, no breaking of rules, no fear of terrorists!

AS

We have to do a lot of homework before claiming that India is a Tourist Paradise!

Question 2.

PR

AK

(a) Write a statement of purpose for the admission you wish to seek into a prestigious college.
Whenever you wish to pursue a course in fashion designing, you may use the following
points.
[12]

Answer :

RS

Your personality traits – reasons that made you choose this college – specific attribute that
makes you eligible for this college – what role will the institute play in shaping your futures.

To whomever, it may concern,

HE

Statement of purpose for the admission to pursue a course in Fashion Designing

BR

OT

Reaching and claiming the heights has been the driving force behind all my endeavours. A selfmotivated, focused and disciplined student, I have always maintained an excellent academic
record. I am fascinated by design and creativity, and this has guided me towards studying
Fashion Designing in high school with keen interest. Therefore, I am eager to pursue a course
in Fashion Designing at the university level.

L

In order to be successful in life, one requires an appropriate mentor. I am sure that St. Andrews
College is the best institute for me, which can enhance the growth of my personality because
of the following.

YA

It is the best institute with a brand name, prestige and successful alumni, which adds to the
motivation and inspiration to excel;

G

O

From the knowledge gained from my seniors, who were a part of this institute, I have
learnt that:
(a) education pursued in this college is ‘imaginatively-enriching’;

(b) the student-teacher bonding, which is the very basis of learning, inspires every student of
this college to reach for the sky, and the deep bonding they continue to experience with
their alma mater is proof enough of the role of the college in shaping their lives; and
(c) the long list of alumni who are world-famous fashion designers and have made a
mark in life is proof enough for me to understand that this is the foremost institute for
pursuing fashion designing.
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Passionate about my dream of joining the institute, I worked extremely hard to score 96% marks
in class XII exams. Apart from excelling in academics, I have won numerous laurels in several
co-curricular activities at State and National levels, like Olympiads, quizzes and inter-school
and intra-school art and debate competitions. Playing the guitar is my most preferred vocation.
My other hobbies include swimming and reading novels.

N

I am confident that my interests would attain greater levels of excellence in this college and
mould me into a lady imbued with the correct values of life.

HA

(b) Colour is a power that directly influences the soul. Being the President of the ‘Art Club’ of your
school, you have been given the responsibility to organise a rangoli competition.

AS

Write a proposal to be given to the Principal for organising this competition on the inter-school
[8]
level.

Answer :

To

:

The Principal

From :

President of ‘Art Club’

Date

23 December, 20...

:

PR

Header :

AK

Heading : A proposal for conducting an inter-school rangoli competition

RS

Subject : A proposal for conducting an inter-school rangoli competition on the occasion of
the World Art Day

OT

HE

Introduction : We propose to conduct an inter-school rangoli competition called ‘The World
Full of Colours’, on the occasion of the World Art Day on April 15, 2022, an international
celebration of the fine arts.

L

BR

Statement of Objective : As the President of ‘Art Club’ of the school, I propose to conduct
an inter-school rangoli competition to help the students to develop their art skills, presentation
skills, creativity and imagination through the art of making a ‘Rangoli’. This competition will
also hone their time management skills and enable the students to remain in touch with their
cultural roots.

YA

List of Measures:

G

O

The competition may be held in the school auditorium.
Invite three renowned artists to judge the competition.
Different types of colours and paints along with certificates may be given as awards to the
winners.
Participants should be awarded participation certificates.
Important tips on art and creativity to be given to the students by the judges.

We hope that the proposal for conducting the Inter-school Rangoli Competition gets approved
at the earliest so that we can plan and make all the arrangements for the competition.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 9 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) Stress has been a major cause of concern among students today. Reflect upon the causes and
suggest remedies for the same.

Answer :

PR

"My key to dealing with stress is simple: just stay cool and stay focused."—Ashton Eaton.

RS

Calmness, they say, is the cradle of power. Today, the younger generation is in search of power,
but they are surprisingly losing out on the cradle. The younger lot, the teenagers, the nation
builders of tomorrow see themselves stressed today.

OT

HE

Why are the students today so stressed? The answer needs to be pondered over deeply rather
than immediately. This generation's crisis could be attributed to countless reasons, from
academic pressure to disappointments born out of exaggerated expectations. A stressed-out
parent could be transmitting the same to his/her offspring. A nagging health issue, sometimes
untreated, could be yet another reason. A bully at school or peer pressure is equally responsible
for expanding this 'Stress-o-metre'.

BR

Various symptoms among the children must be identified, like emotional disturbance, depression,
change in physical constitution, aggressive behaviour, or isolation. Anxiety attacks could be one
of the apparent manifestations of suppressed stress levels among students.

O

YA

L

What is most disconcerting is that the symptoms often remain unidentified both by the parents
and the teachers. The child's performance goes on deteriorating; his physical health suffers. He
has behavioural issues and becomes a victim of jeering by his mates and neglect at the hands
of the teachers. Sometimes those living far from their homes could be suffering from homesickness. More than 36 per cent of the teens have complained of tiredness, and 23 per cent
skip their meals due to stress.

G

Anticipated academic challenges beyond the adaptive capability of the individual too are a major
cause for the stress level to rise among teenagers.
The issue needs immediate redressal. Mentoring at school, parental guidance in a calm and
congenial atmosphere and self-desire to achieve wellness are keys to stress management.
Regular exercise, yoga lessons, breathing techniques, and plenty of muscle relaxation could be
easy to combat stress in the initial stages. A healthy diet regime and sufficient sleep could work
wonders for budding teenagers. Screen time should be restricted only to study hours. It's time
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the teenagers look at themselves. The art of time management, a terse ‘No’ to something that
outweighs a friendly chat with someone exciting, could be easy and effective remedies to deal
with stress. Reading the literature of one’s choice is also a great stress buster.
Today's need is to create a happy lot of youngsters who could be the strong pillars of society and
the nation at large. Remember, stress should be a powerful driving force, not an obstacle.
(ii) You recently visited your native village. Give a first-hand description of the village.

N

Answer :

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

My last year’s visit to my grandparents' house at Bangaon was a memorable one. Bangaon is a
small village in Bihar, around 220 km from the capital city of Patna. Even though the signs
of civilization have started showing now, these villages are far from the hustle and bustle of
the busy city life. Today, this calmness that abounds is a major charm for city dwellers who
look for reasons to visit their native villages occasionally to replenish themselves after a hectic
session in the tours. With no deadline to meet and no competitor to beat, the villages today
have become a happy rendezvous for both the rich and middle-class city dwellers.
These villages, no doubt, are the pride of India. Nearly two-thirds of India’s population still
lives in villages. Agriculture and farming are still the prime sources of livelihood, though few
markets, schools, and hospitals can be seen. Bangaon is no exception, and it is the largest
village in Bihar in the district of Saharsa, which is divided into three panchayats headed by
their respective Mukhiyas.
Bangaon and its surrounding areas are part of the Kosi river basin, making it an ideal cultivation
belt. The village population mainly comprises landowners and farm tillers. However, many
youths have recently shown interest in entrepreneurship. Cottage industries like mat making and
pickle making came to me as a refreshing sight. Some ladies could be seen involved in Mithila
Art. I also learnt that two of the ladies had received a special appreciation award from the
president for their outstanding contribution to this form of art.
Surprisingly enough, the pucca structures in the village are known to be those involved in
professions like administration, engineering, doctors, defence and paramilitary forces.
The pitch roads speak volumes about how the local ‘Tara’ temple has contributed to the
development of the village. I was told that the temple premises had been declared a tourist
attraction for a decade, and a few resorts and hotels have come up.
It was an incredibly eye-opening experience to see young girls and boys on bicycles making their
way to schools early in the morning. The erstwhile gender discrimination and strict purdah
system have gradually made way for a progressive village with an average literacy rate being
89.7 per cent. The sub-division hospital and the super speciality hospital speak of Bangaon’s
economic prosperity, apart from its strong literary history, also mentioned in Buddhist literature.
It is the first village in Bihar to get digitalised. Bangaon today stands as an icon of rural
development in Bihar.

(iii) On your way to school, you witness a street quarrel. Narrate what happened after that and
how was peace restored.

Answer :
Commuting through the busy roads of Gaya to reach one’s destination is a Herculean task. One
needs to start hours in advance to reach on time, whether school, college, hospital, or railway
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station. The narrow streets make it impossible to drive beyond 10 kmph, and the vehicles slog
during peak hours.
Last Saturday, when I was on my way to school, suddenly, the bus came to an abrupt halt. With
merely 45 minutes to go for the school bell, all the students suddenly panic. I looked around
myself, so many people, horrible signboards, unruly traffic. What a waste of fuel and time! But
now that we were jammed, we were jammed. Being the bus monitor, I surveyed the reason,
along with Bhuvnesh Uncle, our bus driver.

AS

HA

N

A quarrel had broken out over presumably a petty issue. The biker had hit the car, resulting
in this road rage. Many like me had to get down from their vehicles only to add to the
pandemonium. The heated altercation soon turned violent, with many pelting stones and short
addresses. Meanwhile, cars kept honking, and trucks kept blaring. Suddenly someone fired in
the air.

AK

I rushed back inside my bus. We clung to each other. However, the driver was sensible enough to
call the Principal and narrate the entire episode.

HE

RS

PR

Fortunately, we could hear the police siren and breathed a sigh of relief. Out came the
policemen, and in went the troublemakers. The officers appealed to the people to get back into
their vehicles. However, the street continued to be noisy for quite some time. The shutters of
the shops had already gone down. Panic prevailed for quite some time, but the presence of
the Rapid Action Force instilled hope in each one of us. As we huddled close inside the bus,
windows all shut, we could still hear people abusing outside expressing frustration over the
inability of the city administration to contain such cases of road rage, becoming so rampant.
There is an urgent need to streamline traffic, especially during early hours when school buses
and office goers are in a mad rush.

BR

OT

The incident made me a little wiser too. Patience and tolerance need to be exercised under such
dire circumstances. Thanks to the patience shown by our driver uncle that the girls were able to
hold their calm. Little thanks to the erring commuters in such dizzy haste to invite trouble on
the road by speeding beyond a limit. Worse are the ones who create a ruckus for the innocent
who remain mere spectators to such vulgar display of human outbursts.

YA

Answer :

L

(iv) Children these days are burdened with innumerable books that add to the weight of their bags.
The number of subjects is responsible for the same. As such, literature, as a subject, should be
removed as a part of the academic curriculum. Give your views for or against the statement.
For

G

O

As the new session begins and things start rolling out, teachers face the arduous task of planning
the school curriculum. A list of subjects is prepared, notebooks are attached, stationery items
are added, and the schoolbag is ready to burden the tender shoulders with the weight of the
books and the innocent minds with loads of subjects.
This conspiracy has continued for ages without the academic planners realising “Why are we
including this in the curriculum?”
As far as literature is concerned, where are we going to use it in our lives? The wide range
of imagination, the deep recesses of realisation and the endless interpretation... What is
the need of studying it all? Where is the place for literature in today's education system,
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AS

HA

N

which focuses on science, technology, medicine, maths, commerce, and economics? There
is an immediate need to abandon them. In a tech-dominated world, wasting time on unreal
and imaginative things seems to be a weird notion. When we are approaching things with a
scientific method and proving things with evidence, the presence of concepts like literature
sounds outdated. Students spend a lot of time reading poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction. The same could be used for learning science and maths, which have been the core
of advancement and prosperity throughout the century. Reading Shakespeare or Wordsworth
will only worsen their time-management schedule wherein the importance of scientific
subjects and commercial studies outweigh any other subject. Literature is based only on
subjective theories that may shake the stability of a society. Intensive courses on computing
and science, which are vital in positively transforming our lives, should be prioritised.
These subjects would equip the students with the necessary skills to protect humankind
from extinction.

AK

It goes without saying that it is time to reduce the burden of the books and the curricula.
Literature should be more a part of soft-skill curricula and be removed as a compulsory subject
from the school curriculum.

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

Against
It takes a great deal of history to produce a little literature. The very thought of taking literature
out of the school curriculum sounds revolting. True that the modern world is all science, but
how does one decide the importance of literature in the school curriculum. The aim of studying
literature is purely different from studying science or commerce.
The very word ‘literature’ comes from the word ‘letters’. Through these letters, whatever the
language may be, one gets to peep into the recesses of time and learn what we have been from
the ones ‘who’ have been here before us. Man has always been interested in knowing what the
past was like. Literature is the means to listen to the voice of others. In a society that is slowly
becoming detached from each other, human interaction is becoming increasingly low despite the
sharp rise in technical communication. Literature creates a conversation, a dialogue.
It is even more essential to generate more literature and help the generation elevate their minds
by delving into the most profound responses of the human minds that have walked this planet.
There is no doubt that knowledge of science is gradually becoming indispensable, yet none can
deny the fact that literature deals imaginatively with all that life is made of. It teaches us about
life by exploring different people's lives through their stories, which in turn, teaches us life
lessons and moral values.
Teaching literature to students in school enables them to improve their art of appreciation.
The teacher can inculcate in them the fundamental values of honesty, universal brotherhood,
discipline, and most importantly, the highest virtue needed at present, empathy. The study of
literature improves sensibility and deepening of perception, widening the mental horizon and
sharpening of the intellect.
Man is a complex entity and his basic elements of nature – reasons, feelings, aspirations, and
dreams – all need to be developed harmoniously. It is literature that brings in this harmonious
development of the human mind and elevates it to create a superior being.
The different literary works in India and other parts of the world profoundly impact the
generation. Scriptures of different religions extol the basic tenets of goodness as they
convey spiritual truth, establish a connection with the divine and foster communal
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identity... something which is of dire need in the present world where the current
generation is at a loss.

(v) Write a story beginning with ‘It was late at night when I woke up suddenly …’.

HA

Answer :

N

Diderot once said, “People stop thinking when they stop reading.” This young brigade needs
to be offered reason to read and write more. A lot of responsibility rests on the shoulders
of the young writers to handle their pen deftly to help the generation deal with confusions,
expectations, success, failure, adventure, loss, anger, disappointment, and wonder. Only
literature can free, arouse and dilate the human mind.

AK

AS

It was late at night when I woke up suddenly to the noise of a door creaking. I sat up, still half
asleep, not even sure if I had heard something. Was it from the next-door house or the flat
below? I live all alone in a flat on the first floor. The flat upstairs has been unoccupied for
the last six months. The flat below belongs to Khans, a retired couple, who are asleep by 11
o’clock.

RS

PR

I heard the creaking again, sat up and picked up my torch. The time was 2 a.m.! Who could it
be? I got up from the bed, crept along my bedroom quietly and then walked on quietly to the
lobby. The front door was securely locked. I flashed my light in the bedroom to the right. No
one was there. Next was the kitchen. There I also met a blank. Everything was in the same
place, no intruder. When I crept into the drawing-room and the adjoining bedroom, I met with
the same result. Satisfied, I turned to my bedroom, when I nearly jumped out of my skin.
Something had fallen with a loud clatter in the flat upstairs!

HE

Utter panic took over me, and my heart started beating loudly. Thieves had broken in upstairs! I
picked up my mobile and dialled the Security Number at the gate, and dialled 100 also! Both
responded quickly and promised to reach on time.

BR

OT

I had almost fallen asleep again when I heard sounds upstairs, then laughter and shrieks! Do
you know who the robbers were? A troop of monkeys who had taken charge of the empty flat
through an open window!
(vi) ‘‘Charity begins at home.’

Answer :

YA

L

“Charity begins at home” is one of those often-quoted phrases that we hear, but do we take a
moment to think about what it means?

G

O

My thoughts about what charity means and how we can help others hit hard one horrible day
in April 2015 when an earthquake struck Nepal. When I saw the news, I remember thinking,
“That was a big one… glad it wasn’t here.” I was happy it hadn’t affected my family and me,
and I proceeded to carry on my daily tasks as nothing had happened.
By the next morning, however, the reality of the gruesomeness of the tragedy was beginning to
set in. The earthquake had killed 8,964 people and injured more than 21,952. Suddenly, I felt
guilty about my good fortune. I conveyed my feelings to my mother, and she asked, “What do
you want to do to help?”
After listening to reports of the millions of rupees that were to be given by various countries and
individuals, I felt inadequate. Then I heard other reports of individuals, children, families, and
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organisations pitching in to do whatever they could; the actual size of the contribution didn’t
matter. These contributions buoyed my spirit, and I quickly did my part.

N

In my hometown, church groups and community organisations included children in their
efforts as they canvassed the city in a home-to-home survey, collecting money to send to aid
organisations. These were commendable endeavours which again made me think, “How can we
keep such efforts going? How can we keep these positive thoughts and actions continuing even
when we are not facing the pictures of the tragedy daily, as other news stories replace this one?
How can we make such charitable actions a part of daily life?”

HA

Then I began to think of what my mother had told me: “Charity comes from the heart, and the
feelings with which you do whatever you can to help are important, not the amount of money
or help you give.”

AK

AS

Growing up in a community where people liked to mingle, the charity was a way of life and
something I was taught from early childhood. It seemed like I was always involved in some
project to help those in need in our community, whether it be tutoring the younger children,
donating old clothes, toys, or books to the needy, spending time with the elderly or just
assisting my mother with the household chores.

PR

According to Mother Teresa, “Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a time and always
start with the person nearest to you.” After all, if we don’t have the kindness to help the people
we live with, how can we help anyone else?

HE

RS

To conclude, I would like to say that indeed, it is true that charity begins at home. But it doesn’t
just end there. It’s a feeling that spreads through people's hearts who encounter the charitable
person at any point in their lives. Such is the greatness of charity!

Question 2.

BR

OT

(a) “A writer only begins a book. A reader finishes it.” Samuel Johnson emphasises the importance
of reading as a healthy pursuit. As the Head boy/girl of your school, inspire your fellow mates
by delivering a speech highlighting the importance of reading as a hobby. You may include the
following points.
[12]

Answer :

L

Importance of books – some good books for children – healthy pastime activity – a garden in
the pocket – making use of school library – enriching mind

G

O

YA

Respected teachers and friends, this is to inform you that I, Chhavi Joshi, head girl of St.
Joseph's Convent High School, is going to publish the importance of reading as a hobby.
A healthy body requires a healthy mind, and the elixir for a healthy mind is reading.
Reading is not just a hobby but a skill, an art that should inculcate in students' minds
since childhood. As potter shapes the pot similarly, reading good books shapes the mind of
young toddlers.
It is truly said, “A good book is the best of friends, the same today and forever.” They are the source
to unleash our imagination and escape life's hardships and struggles for a limited time frame.
Books teach us to live the true essence of life, hone our persona, and even guide us to turn our
pain into power to turn our dreams into reality.
Books are a source of healthy past-time activity that is comparatively better than watching
television and turning into a potato couch.
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AS

HA

N

I advise that everyone should read, as reading is the best exercise for the master organ – the
brain. Reading books is not merely a pastime, but it helps us retain, recapitulate, and reproduce
the knowledge that is the foundation for a successful life.
The children need not purchase the books but get them issued from the school library, one of the
best factories and storehouses. The suggestion for the students is that they should get different
books issued and share them amongst themselves, as knowledge is the only thing which
increases on sharing and propagating.
Books are compared to “a garden in the pocket” as they give us vast knowledge and help in the
mental development of young brains. Reading educational books are the source to turn our
dreams into reality. They are the pillars for building our success and the panacea for the elixir
of the future.
I would be highly obliged if my speech would be publicised as a motivation for the young,
intelligent brains, and they will take up reading as a healthy exercise for the master organ–brain.

PR

AK

(b) Children who commute by bicycle to school find parking a cumbersome experience. The
absence of a regular parking lot is a major issue.
Write a proposal to be presented before the Principal to create a parking area for the cycles.
You are Meghna, the Student Council member.
[8]

Answer :

RS

Heading : A proposal for creating a parking area for cycles
To
: The Principal
From : A Student Council member
Date : 2 January, 20...

Subject :

A proposal for creating a parking area for cycles for the students' convenience

OT

HE

Header :

BR

Introduction : As a responsible student and a member of the Student Council, I am writing a
proposal to the honourable Principal of St. Joseph's Convent High School to specify a parking
lot for systematic parking of bicycles of the students.

YA

L

Statement of Objective : As the member of the Student Council, I request you to create a
parking lot for the bicycles to prevent the chaos around the green gates. I would like to assign
the responsibility to a member of the school authority to look after the parked vehicles to
prevent the pathetic situation and advise the students to park their vehicles properly.

G

O

List of Measures:
Make a satisfactory arrangement of bicycle parking beside the school campus.
Impose a fine on students creating chaos in the parking area.
In the evening, cycles and two-wheelers must leave first, followed by cars and buses to clear
the jam within the stipulated time period.
Most children commute by bicycles to school, and a systematic parking area will prove to be
a 'blessing in disguise' for students.
I would be highly gratified if my proposal will be accepted for creating a parking area for the
bicycles.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 10 (SOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) 'A day when you decided to go for a random morning walk.' Narrate your experience of the
day in your own words.

PR

Answer :

HE

RS

Last Christmas, I was at Kolkata for my annual creative writing contest. I once wanted to
explore the streets near my hotel room to get the flavour of how the Kolkata streets differ
from those in Patna. As I descended the hotel's stairs right in front of the pavement, I saw a
small crowd of people. It did not take me much time to realise that the early morning ginger
tea and its aroma in the air was the most inviting thing to start my day. The traditional
kulhar, which is the hallmark of Kolkata, with the hot steaming tea, seemed an irresistible
sight.

YA

L

BR

OT

The spicy aroma of kachori and samosa and the innumerable savoury items were a treat to the
eyes and a feast to the appetite. Who cared for the complimentary breakfast that was waiting
at the hotel? However, the crowd was so thick that I decided to stroll down the street to
look at the Bengali culture I had heard of so often. I walked down the street to reach a huge
pond. They called it Puddu Pokhar. Fences neatly surrounded the place with creepers making
it look like a picnic spot. I went around the entire pond and spent some time on the bench
taking in the beauty of the place, rejuvenating myself with the fresh breeze that pampered
my face.

G

O

However, the tranquillity was soon interrupted by a bunch of pigeons that suddenly invaded the
campus. It was then that I realised that an old lady had arrived with grains to feed them. What
a noble gesture! Suddenly, I realised, I should go back to my samosas. I hurried back quickly
to reach the joint. It was still crowded; nevertheless, I struggled to get my kulhar of tea and
two samosas but couldn't wait to finish as it was already 8:30 am, and I had to report for the
competition at 11:00 am.
On my way back, right outside the hotel gate, I came across a group of Buddhist monks. A little
chit-chat and a few selfies, and I tread my steps up the hotel room. Shutting my room, I felt
so warm, and the smile was still intact on my face as I looked at myself in the mirror. That
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smile spoke volumes about the fact on how much I had enjoyed this small but an exhilarating
morning walk down the street of the otherwise busy city of Kolkata.
(ii) 'Variety is the essence of a happy life.' Reflect upon the statement citing examples from various
aspects of life.

Answer :

HA

N

The beauty of the universe lies in variety. How true it was when Felix Mendelssohn said, "The
essence of beauty is unity in variety." Even science is a search to discover unity in nature and
our experiences. All forms of art, be it poetry, painting, music, or theatre, are all, in fact, an
expression of man's search for variety.

PR

as ditchwater. Change or variety is a part of life. In fact, it is
to life. There are a variety of spices in different flavours. These
to the food we eat. The proverb, “Variety is the spice of life,”
changes in life to make it more meaningful and enjoyable.

RS

Monotony makes us feel dull
variety only that adds flavour
varieties of flavours add taste
stresses the need to introduce

AK

AS

Look at life itself. No two days are similar; yesterday is different from today, and the sunset is
different from sunrise. In art, the varied use of other elements makes for a complete work of
art. This variety adds interest to any form or kind of art – a painting looks beautiful because
the artist uses different elements, shapes, and colours. A movie seems different because the
maker uses different locations, dialogues, characters, and situations. Music sounds engrossing
because the musician uses various instruments to harmonise.

OT

HE

Life needs constant variation. Variation plays a vital role to make life exciting and worth living.
Innovations and discoveries add variety to life that broadens one's vision and the sphere of
knowledge. We learn innumerable things from life only because it lets us confront various
situations and challenges at every step. Therefore, it's impossible to think of a life without
variety.

YA

L

BR

We need to break free is simply man's innermost desire for variety, be it in colour, work or even
day-to-day life. However, we must guard ourselves against its dangers. The variety must never
be confused with inconsistency or instability. It should not be a manifestation of a restless
mind. The search for novelty should not be so constant that it hampers an organised life or
career. The escape from the routine must strictly be a temporary one. Life is all about striking
a balance.
(iii) The pandemic has brought down the huge shutters of the movie theatres for once. Describe one
such visit to the theatre before the pandemic and how the halls are being missed.

O

Answer :

G

What could be more fun than visiting a movie theatre as a treat after completing annual
exams? It had been quite sometime before the pandemic when my cousins had come from
Gurugram, and we had gone to watch the movie 'Gully Boy' starring Ranveer Singh and Alia
Bhatt.
It was indeed after a long time that I was in the midst of an exciting life and hundreds of
human heads. Colourful walls, an air-conditioned hall, and soothing music in the background
were an actual departure from the clutter of books and the countless theorems that had
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clouded my head all these days. The crowd started pouring in and settled at 2:40 when I saw
the lights switch off. The mystic world of cinema was right there before my eyes.
The movie slowly enraptured the audience with the power-packed performance of Ranveer
Singh. It is the story of two Indian rappers who struggled hard to rise from poverty to
prosperity to become top Indian rappers. Naved Shaikh, as a debut music director, has shot
to fame with this movie. Directed by Zoya Akhtar, the movie is one of its kind.

HA

N

Once the two and half hour illusion was over, we came out of this enigmatic world of cinema.
Outside the hall, the usual hustle-bustle brought us back to the real world. Undoubtedly,
watching a movie on the web sitting in your cosy home is fun, but we cannot compare it
with the big screen. Watching a movie on the big screen seemed to me as a whole event.

PR

AK

AS

The thrill of buying tickets, excitement to reach your seats, joy of entering a world so dark
yet so clear with a thought of watching your favourite stars, the crunch of potato wafers and
popcorns, subdued undertones of the people sitting in the adjacent rows – all for a moment
had come to a pause. Still, the world of cinema and the comfort of a movie hall shall always
beckon movie lovers. With the pandemic and its subsequent restrictions on visiting a cinema
hall, it still seems to be a distant cry.
(iv) Brain drain. How do you look at this term in life applications?

Answer :

HE

RS

What is implied by the term ‘Brain Drain?’ As we all know, many Indian doctors, engineers,
scientists, and other specialists migrate to other countries, maybe to further their studies or
obtain lucrative job opportunities after acquiring their initial professional qualifications in India.
Thus, their services as professional experts are not directly available to our people. Since our
government invests a huge amount in them, we suffer great losses.

YA

L

BR

OT

If these top brains remain in India, we can reap immense scientific, technological, medical,
defence, and industrial benefits. Thus, on the face of it, brain drain is definitely harmful.
However, our government’s policy of 'reservation' with an eye on 'vote bank', apart from other
reasons, has led to 'brain drain'. It is strange that a General Category student with 90% marks
is denied an Engineering or Medical seat, whereas an SC/ST candidate with as low as 3540% marks is accommodated! It is certainly demoralising for the hard-working and intelligent
students.

G

O

Under the veil of much-hyped secular agenda, the government is even thinking of giving
reservations to Muslims, motivated by their bid to secure their votes. Our political leadership
has been unable to understand the long-term impact of this policy on the talent of the
country. The same is true of job opportunities; adequate advanced research facilities have not
been made available for meritorious professionals. So what if Indian professionals choose to
stay abroad?
Unless India adopts meritocracy, gets rid of nepotism, corruption, and the curse of reservation,
‘brain drain’ will continue. At the same time, it is not true that those who go out for better
opportunities do nothing for their motherland! The NRIs have lent significant financial support
to India by some bonds floated by the BJP-led NDA government. India has started celebrating
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‘Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas’, in which, every year, NRIs who are eminent are honoured. In
fact, with an ever-increasing demand for software engineers in the USA, UK, Germany, and
even China, we should cash in on the opportunity to maintain our presence abroad. So, if the
aspect of government’s policy of reservation is a balanced one, perhaps ‘brain drain’ will have
a positive consequence and not a negative one. I believe the policy of ‘reservation’ should
support only the very poor ones and that too for a limited period of time, and not used as a
‘vote plank’ by our political leaders.

HA

N

Thus, the positive aspect of ‘Brain Drain’ can be easily segregated from the negative one. Let’s
not forget the valuable role of Indian intelligentsia in bringing the USA and India closer and
cementing the bilateral economic ties by contributing to the Silicon Valley of the USA as well
as other countries.

AK

AS

The migration of professionals to other countries to enrich themselves with advanced research
facilities and to take up lucrative jobs is very much justified. I am sure when India has an
absorbing capacity for them with better research opportunities and attractive perks, there will
not be any ‘brain drain’.

PR

(v) “Good fences make good neighbours.” Express your views for or against the topic.

Answer :
For

HE

RS

'Good fences make good neighbours.' How true the poet Robert Frost was when he spoke these
lines ages ago! He probably meant the boundaries between individuals, families, communities,
and nations. However, there is a flip side to it.

YA

L

BR

OT

Fences are needed when one needs to keep one's privacy under strict guard, and it is well
said not only about individuals but also about communities and nations. These fences may
be physical or symbolic, but it is necessary to respect one another’s property or priority. We
may talk about the world being a global village; a certain amount of privacy is of utmost
importance for securing one’s individuality. Good fences, no doubt, make good neighbours.
As far as an individual is concerned, he has his own dreams and ideologies, which we must
strictly guard till he realizes them. A guarded fence rules out all the possibilities of anyone
trespassing into someone else’s area. Nevertheless, a low fence is good enough to maintain a
reasonable distance and grow in one's own desired way.

G

O

What is necessary is that these fences should be flexible enough to provide minimal
communication if required. However friendly a neighbour might be, there is always a strong
chance of quarrels over big or small issues that may damage their neighbourly relations. Too
much familiarity is bound to breed enmity as one may go to such an extent of poking one's
nose into the neighbour's affairs. No one likes it anyway. Good fences help neighbours respect
each other’s freedom of movement and action. Sometimes, this freedom may go to the extent
of demeaning and demoralizing the other person’s choice and actions.
Considering the present world, imagine if there were no fences between nations, the world would
be a riotous place with enmity ruling worldwide. The absence of a fence would make the
neighbouring country nonchalant about the other nation's security and safety. The Great Wall
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of China, the Berlin Wall, or the wall between Israel and Palestine are all examples of how
necessary it is to have not only a boundary but a robust boundary, strong enough to guard
one’s nation.

N

Our own country, India, has built strong borders around its peninsular structure, thereby
ensuring the safety of the people living on the mainland. No fence or weak fences have
often given rise to infiltration from either side, which has ultimately spoilt the goodwill
between the neighbouring countries, resulting in conflicts, disharmony, and sometimes even
war.

AS

HA

However friendly one might be, a certain amount of distance makes the hearts grow fonder.
Therefore, good fences are the only solution for a cordial relationship between neighbours to
create a safe and secure feeling by keeping a notable distance.
Against

PR

AK

When Robert Frost wrote these lines, “Good fences make good neighbours,” little did he realise
what impact these lines would have in the years to come, or it was the farsightedness of a
poetic mind that could delve into the farthermost recesses of time?

OT

HE

RS

Do good fences truly make good neighbours? Let us look at this idiomatic expression from a
wider and deeper perspective. Usually, we make fences for animals or the people who are
a menace to the peace of a household or a farm or a property at large. In the process, it
also prevents one from a free and necessary interaction between neighbours and friends who
contribute to making our lives worth living. This idea of fencing has come a long way from
around the houses to cities and nations. The Great Wall of China, the Berlin Wall, etc. are
some of the examples of the physical wall modern man has erected for a purpose better known
to him.

BR

On the international level, these fences have been one of the major issues of international
disputes, whether the fencing in Israel is encroaching for the lives of the Palestinians becoming
miserable, making the lives of the ordinary civilians full of hardships and inconvenience.

YA

L

Robert Frost's wall only brought the two neighbours together once a year. Whether the wall is of
bricks and mortar or the walls based on principles or ideologies, in either case, they separate
people, families, and neighbours. Good fence or bad fence, the fact remains that why we need
them.

G

O

God made the country, and man-made the town. This invisible wall that man has made
for himself was only to differentiate the beauty of the countryside and the ugliness of
the cities dividing the two. If only the two could merge, there might be the presence of
happiness in each other's life. Considering that today the individual is getting isolated,
the nations are cutting themselves off, the society is getting disintegrated, and there is an
immediate need to shun all physical and symbolic walls. Good fences do not always make
good neighbours.
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(vi) Write a story entitled ‘Bravery’.

Answer :

HA

N

The sun had just set over the horizon when Sam noticed something unusual in his neighbour’s
house. As usual, his parents were away at work and would return after 8 pm. Sam went to
the balcony to sit and enjoy his regular sip of coffee under the beautiful red sky of sunset.
Suddenly, he heard some unusual sounds coming from his neighbour’s house. Sam got amazed
at this. It was because his neighbours had settled abroad two years ago, and since then, nobody
has come to the house. They had given his family the responsibility of looking after the house
and occasionally calling and asking if everything was fine.

AS

But the sounds were quite loud and were, evidently, coming from that house. Thus, Sam couldn’t
ignore it. He leaned from his balcony and saw that the lights inside the house were on. He
became quite sure that there was something fishy.

PR

AK

Being a fifteen-year-old boy, Sam never liked when somebody treated him like a child and
wanted to prove to everyone that he had grown up and become responsible and brave. And
there lay an opportunity to prove his bravery. However, he was cautious enough to have
informed the police.
“Don’t do anything. Just keep an eye and be alert. We’ll be there in some time,” the policeman
answered.

HE

RS

Although he had been forbidden from doing anything, Sam could not control his vigour and
desperation to prove himself. He picked up his cricket bat, went to the house, and found the
front door open. He slightly pushed the door and moved inside very quietly. While hiding
behind the sofa, he could see a tall, dark man standing. Suddenly, nemesis fell upon Sam. He
sneezed.

BR

OT

The man saw him. Sam stood up, saw the man’s face, and started sweating out of fear. He
recognised the man. He was the same wanted criminal who had run away from jail two days
ago. Sam had read about him and seen his picture in the newspaper. Sam mustered up his
courage. The man asked very rudely, "Who are you? What are you doing here?"
“I live beside this house.”

L

“What do you want? Why have you come here?”

G

O

YA

“N-N- Nothing,” Sam replied with a stammering voice. The man moved forward. As soon as
he was about to catch him, Sam hit his head with his bat. The man laid down unconscious. A
few moments later, the police arrived and caught the man. The policeman praised Sam for his
bravery and attentiveness. “You have helped us catch a wanted criminal. You’ll definitely be
rewarded,” he said.
Sam went back home feeling very brave and proud. Later, when his parents returned from work,
he told them the entire incident. His mother scolded him not to do such things, which could
pose a danger to him and his life. However, they were very happy and proud.
Sam was feeling very proud to have done such a brave thing and that he had grown up and
become responsible.
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Question 2.
(a) Write a review of a book that you recently read. You may use the following points to elaborate
[12]
your review.
Name of the book – publisher – price – number of pages – script in brief – release and
response – personal remarks

Answer :

HA

By Holly Jackson, New York Publishing Company, Pages 576. ` 335

N

As good as Dead

AS

'As Good as Dead' is a book by Holly Jackson, the renowned British author. This book is an
international bestseller with over 1 million copies sold.

AK

'As Good as Dead' is a fantastic work of one of the strongest mystery series. It is a book that
leaves everyone stunned in silence. Every incident has been revealed interesting and more
gripping plot twists, culminating in an immaculately plotted trilogy.

PR

Pippa Fitz-Amobi is the main character that is traumatised by the way her last investigation
ended. Soon she’ll be leaving for Cambridge University, but then another case finds her, and
this time, it's all about Pip herself.

OT

HE

RS

Pip used to get online death threats, but there is one person that catches her eye, someone who
keeps asking, “Who will look for you when you’re the one who disappears?” And it's not just
online. Pip has a stalker who knows where she lives. The police refuse to act, and Pip finds
connections between her stabber and a local serial killer. The killer has been behind bars for
six years, but she suspects that the wrong man is behind bars. If Pip doesn’t find the answers,
she will be the one to disappear this time.

BR

This book is a ‘must read’ for those interested in crime thrillers. Twisty, surprising, and
absolutely enthralling from page one, there’s no better way to end a book. The hunt for a killer
will hook fans of true crime, but there is more to this guide than just a whodunit. It is a story
of families, community, and the ways a crisis can turn them against one another in the blink of
an eye.

YA

L

(b) You are the secretary of the Purnodaya Residential Society. Write a proposal to be submitted
[8]
before the management committee to install CCTV cameras in the complex.

Answer :

G

O

Heading : A proposal for installing CCTV cameras in our residential society

Header :

Subject :
90

To

: The Management Committee

From

: Secretary of the Purnodaya Residential Society

Date

: 2 January, 20...

A proposal for installing CCTV cameras in our residential society
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Introduction : To install CCTV cameras in our residential society, we would like to suggest
some effective measures that can be taken into consideration.

N

Statement of Objective : As the Secretary of the Purnodaya Residential Society, I would request
you to install CCTV cameras in our residential society to prevent theft, robbery and ensure
asset protection. It will also curb sexual harassment and collect reliable recorded evidence
against other criminal offences.

HA

List of Measures:

CCTV cameras should be installed in all the important areas of the residential society.

AS

A hard drive should be maintained by an eligible person to collect and store the recorded
surveillance.

AK

Regular checking of the CCTV cameras and footage should be done carefully.
The budgetary measure of ` 50,000 to be used from the society fund.

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

We hope that the proposal will be accepted so that a secure environment can be created by
installing of CCTV cameras.
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 11 (UNSOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) ‘Once bitten twice shy.’ Narrate a personal experience that reveals the truth of this saying.
(ii) Describe a typical lunch recess in your school.
(iv) Healthy Eating Habits
(v) How are cities better or worse than villages?

PR

(iii) “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.” Express your views for or against the statement.

RS

(vi) Write a story based on the following value points. Elaborate the cues at length to make a
well-structured plot. Also, give a suitable title to the story.

OT

HE

Going to New Delhi by air to attend an award function – caught in the traffic jam – reached
the airport late – rushed to the check-in counter – counter closed – boarding started – you run
helter-skelter – gentle staff – last one to board – heave a sigh of relief

Question 2.

BR

(a) You read a book on travel published recently. Write a book review based on the following
points in 200–250 words.
[12]
Name of the book – publishers – price and paper quality – storyline – narrative – writer’s
perspective – general response

G

O

YA

L

(b) Your residential colony is in utter want of cleanliness. As a member of the RWA, Nageshwar
Colony, Patna, write a proposal for launching a cleanliness drive in your colony before the
New Year celebration. Do not exceed 150 words.
[8]
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 12 (UNSOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) The benefits of ‘Early Reading’.

PR

(ii) Maths is fun. How far do you agree with the statement? Express your views either for or
against the statement.
(iii) How do you see solar energy as an answer to the present energy crisis that is gradually taking
a menacing form?

RS

(iv) “My Lawyer Cousin”. Describe this interesting character and draw a pen-sketch to portray the
traits and persona from your point of view.

HE

(v) Narrate an incident of extreme bravery which you come to know or you were involved in.
(vi) Write a short story beginning with ‘It was all of a sudden...’

OT

Question 2.

(a) On September 27, your school celebrated ‘World Tourism Day’. Write a speech to be delivered
in the morning assembly. You may include the following points.
[12]

BR

Importance of tourism – important tourist destinations in your country – mode of conveyance
– food and lodging – expenses – experiences – benefit to the government – earning of foreign
exchange

G

O

YA

L

(b) As the Prefect of your school, you have been given the responsibility of organising a trip for the
students of class 12 to Goa. Write a proposal in about 150 words, stating the steps you would
take to successfully organise the trip.
[8]
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 13 (UNSOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) Reading fiction is a waste of time. Express your views for or against the statement.
(ii) Travel and Tourism – The changing scenario

PR

(iii) Peer Pressure

(iv) Narrate an incident when you scored much less than what you had expected. How did your
friend react? What was the response of your parents?

HE

RS

(v) For a Christmas play, you were to play the tree holding the prop. Picture the audience and
their reactions and responses through the eye hole in the prop. Keep your description tangible
and light-hearted to blend with the Christmas feel.
(vi) “God, please. No more exams,” I pleaded. Complete the story with sound, visuals and colour.

OT

Question 2.

(a) You wish to join a college at the university level after your class 12 exams. Write a statement
of purpose listing reasons for your choice.
[12]

BR

Personal accomplishments – academic performance – self-aptitude – reasons for choosing the
institute – personal expectations

G

O

YA

L

(b) You are the Principal of your school. Write a proposal in not more than 150 words, to be
submitted before the school management, to install a biometric system in the school office for
the teaching staff to enlist their attendance.
[8]
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MODEL TEST PAPER – 14 (UNSOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) A home reflects the personality of the person who owns it. Describe one such home that you
ever visited which reflected the personal taste and traits of the owner.

PR

(ii) “Greed for wealth and power brings only misery.” Illustrate with examples. (Take care to make
your remarks reasonably respectful.)
(iii) Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

RS

(iv) The ‘end’ justifies the ‘means’. Express your views for or against the statement.
(v) Write an original story beginning with “Where am I heading for?” I wondered.

HE

(vi) How do you see yourself ten years from now? Narrate incidents that shall decide your future
course of action.

OT

Question 2.

BR

(a) During the festival of Chatth in Bihar, a minor girl was swept away by the strong current in
the Ganga. However, she was rescued by a devotee at the ghat. Write a report for the local
newspaper based on the hints given below.
[12]

L

Location – date, time of incident – child slips because of the crowd – a strong current sweeps
her away – the bystanders scream – confusion ensues – a young boy spots the child – dives
instantly and pulls the child to safety – shouts and applauses – parents bless – youth, a hero

G

O

YA

(b) As a member of ‘Taru Mitra’, you have been given the responsibility of holding a three-day tree
plantation camp. Write a proposal in about 150 words, stating the steps you would take to
successfully hold this camp.
[8]

Goyal’s ISC English Language Model Test Papers Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination

95

GOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

MODEL TEST PAPER – 15 (UNSOLVED)

HA

All questions are compulsory.
The intended marks or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: One and a half hour
(Candidates are allowed additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.)

Question 1.

[20]

Write a composition in approximately 350 – 400 words on any one of the following subjects:

AS

(You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly and coherent presentation of material, use of
appropriate style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.)

AK

(i) Losing someone close can be a heart-wrenching experience. Narrate an account of this
experience. How did you deal with the loss? How do you look at it today?

PR

(ii) Describe an unexpected encounter with someone that left a lasting impression, and you still
look back with fondness.
(iii) Too many hands spoil the broth. Express your views for or against the statement.

RS

(iv) A true hero

HE

(v) Your English teacher is on leave for a week due to surgery that he or she underwent recently.
The students feel the absence very severely and are disheartened. Reflect upon the role a
teacher plays in the life of a student.
(vi) Write a short story entitled ‘A blatant lie’.

OT

Question 2.

BR

(a) You recently visited the local zoo, and you were appalled by the upkeep of cages and parks.
Write a report for a local newspaper expressing concern and expecting the authorities to take
note of the situation. You may base your answer on the following points.
[12]

YA

L

Name of the zoo – place – time of visit – number of cages – animals housed – size of the
cages – poor upkeep – absence of guards – rowdy visitors – lack of sanitation – in want of
attention

G

O

(b) The recent cold wave has brought a wave of misery for the poor in particular. Write a proposal
in 150 words to the Principal of your school to organise a donation camp for the poor in
Haryana.
[8]
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