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SYLLABUS

N

(Reduced for academic year 2021-22)

HA

There will be two papers in the subject:
Paper I - Theory: 3 hours ……80 marks

AS

Paper II- Project Work ……20 marks

PAPER - I (THEORY) – 80 Marks

AK

Part I (20 marks) will consist of compulsory short answer questions testing knowledge, application and
skills relating to elementary/fundamental aspects of the entire syllabus.

RS

PR

Part II (60 marks) will be divided into two sections A & B. Candidates will be required to answer three
questions out of five from Section A and two questions out of three from Section B. Each question in this
part shall carry 12 marks.
SECTION A : CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT
1. Forms of Government

HE

Totalitarian and Authoritarian States, Liberal Democratic State, Unitary and Federal States, Parliamentary
and Presidential forms of government.
Meaning and features of Totalitarian State, Authoritarian State and Liberal Democratic State.

OT

Meaning and features of Unitary and Federal States with reference to U.K. as a Unitary state, U.S.A. as
a Federal State and India as a federal state with subsidiary unitary features, comparison between unitary
and federal state.

2. Constitution

BR

Meaning and features of Parliamentary and Presidential forms of government (U.K. and U.S.A.).
Comparison between Parliamentary and Presidential forms of government.

YA

L

Meaning; kinds of Constitutions: Written and Unwritten, Rigid and Flexible, Enacted and Evolved: merits
and demerits. Amending procedures; Conventions.
Meaning; kinds: Written and Unwritten, Rigid and Flexible, Enacted and Evolved: merits, demerits of each.
Amending procedures of the Constitutions of U.K., U.S.A and India.

G

O

Conventions: meaning and examples with reference to U.K., U.S.A. and India. The importance of
Conventions in U.K.
3. Franchise
Universal Adult Franchise; Methods of Election. Universal Adult Franchise - meaning, reasons for
widespread acceptance.
Methods of Election: Direct and Indirect – meaning with examples.
Organs of the Government
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4. The Legislature

AS

HA

N

Functions of Legislature; Unicameral and Bicameral legislatures. The legislature in India and
U.S.A. - a comparative study.
Meaning and functions of Legislature. Meaning of Unicameral and Bi-cameral legislature. The
legislatures in India and U.S.A.- Composition (strength, method of election and tenure) and
functions: legislative, constituent, executive (ways in which the legislature controls the executive),
judicial, electoral and financial.
Composition and powers of the House of Representatives and the Senate, Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha (including special powers).
Unique powers of the Senate, why is the Senate considered the world’s most powerful second
chamber?
Comparison of the Rajya Sabha and the U.S. Senate; Lok Sabha with the U.S. House of
Representatives.
5. The Executive

RS

PR

AK

Functions; The Civil Services. Difference between the Political Executive and the Permanent
Executive. Political Executive in India and U.S.A. - a comparative study.
Meaning, and functions of the Executive. Meaning and role of Civil Services.
Difference between the Political and Permanent Executive in India. Political Executive in India and
U.S.A. - a comparative study. Powers and functions of executive heads of India (President and
Prime Minister), and U.S.A. (President). Constitutional limitations on the powers of the President
of the USA.
6. The Judiciary

OT

HE

Meaning and functions of Judiciary. Conditions of Independence of Judiciary. Judiciary in India
and U.S.A. - a comparative study. Judicial Review.
Meaning and functions of judiciary; conditions of independence of judiciary with reference to India
and U.S.A. The Judiciary in India and U.S.A. – composition and powers of Indian Supreme Court
and American Supreme Court. Judicial Review – meaning and principles (maxims). Meaning of
Judicial Activism and Judicial Restraint.

BR

SECTION B : INDIAN DEMOCRACY

7. Indian Constitution

Preamble: Preamble and its importance. Meaning of the key words contained in the
Preamble.

(ii)

Salient features of the Indian Constitution: Written and Comprehensive; a Constitution
drawn from several sources; Federal structure with Unitary spirit; Partly rigid and Partly
flexible; Fundamental Rights and Duties; Directive Principles of State Policy; Parliamentary
form of Government; Single Citizenship; Bi-cameral legislature; Universal Adult Franchise;
Single Integrated and Independent Judiciary; Judicial Review; Emergency powers; Special
provisions for Schedule castes and Schedule tribes.

G

O
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L

(i)

8. Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles
Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles.
Fundamental Rights : and Directive Principles of State Policy. Fundamental Rights: meaning;
detailed study of all Fundamental Rights in India. Directive Principles of State Policy: meaning;
classification and implementation. Difference between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles
of State Policy.
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9. Local self-government
73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts. Key features of the 73rd and 74th Amendments. Local Self
Government-Rural Zila Parishad (Composition and functions). Urban Municipal Corporation (Composition
and functions.
10. Democracy in India a perspective of the challenges faced

HA

N

Challenges faced by the Indian Democracy: Caste, Communalism and Regionalism. Caste: meaning, role
of caste in Indian Politics.Communalism: meaning and effects on the functioning of Indian democracy.
Regionalism: meaning and causes; kinds of regional aspirations (language issues, sons-of-the-soil policies,
river water disputes,

PR

AK

AS

PAPER II (PROJECT WORK) – 20 MARKS
Candidates will be required to undertake one project which may be any one of the following:
(i) A case study.
(ii) Survey study with a questionnaire.
(iii) Research based project with in-depth analysis. (iv) Local/ national/ global political issue.
(v) Book review/ film review/ documentaries/ posters/ newspapers/ advertisements/ cartoons and art.
The project must not be based primarily on the syllabus; students must be encouraged to produce original,
creative and insightful perspectives on an allied aspect of the topic.
For example, if the theme is Fundamental Rights, the project could deal with violation, protection, court
verdicts, Public Interest Litigations (PILs), etc. related to socially relevant issues.
The project will be assessed by the teacher and a Visiting Examiner appointed locally and approved
by the Council.
1.

Internal Evaluation by Teacher

2.

Evaluation by Visiting Examiner

10 Marks
10 Marks
20 Marks

HE

TOTAL

RS

Assessment of Project Work will be done as follows:

Internal Evaluation by Teacher

Criteria

Marks

1.

Process

Candidates should be able to: Identify the topic.
Plan and detail a research project. Select and use
appropriate research methods

3

2.

Understanding
Candidates should be able to: Explain issues and
application of knowledge themes clearly and in context. Interpret, analyse and
and Analysis
evaluate critically a range of evidence to present
reasoned, substantiated arguments/ statement.

4

3.

Presentation

3

O

YA

L

BR

OT

S. No. Assessment objective

Overall format, referencing (footnotes &/or
bibliography), within word limit of 2000 words, title
page, header/footer, etc.
Total

10

Evaluation by the Visiting Examiner
Choice of Technique/ Overall format, referencing (footnotes
Detailed procedure & bibliography), title page, header/footer, etc.
Presentation

2.

3.

G

1.

&/or

4

Analysis and evaluation

Candidate should be able to: Interpret, analyze and
evaluate critically a range of evidence to present
reasoned, substantiated arguments/ statement.

3

Viva

Range of questions based on the project only.
Total

3
10
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List of suggested topics for Project Work:
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Given below is a list of suggested topics for Project work, along with guidelines.
1. Judicial Activism – two case studies in which the Judiciary has safeguarded the environment or human
rights.
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• Define Judicial Activism and the need for Judiciary to intervene in the work of Legislature and
Executive and other matters of social concerns.
• Positive role played by Judiciary in this direction to be highlighted with the help of two case studies
based on environmental protection or safeguarding human rights.
• Student’s perception of the concept.
• Valid suggestions for reforms in Ju
2. Public accountability of Civil Servants in India – Is it a myth or a reality?
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• Meaning of Public accountability of Civil Servants to be explained.
• Positive and crucial role of public servants in a democracy.
• Loopholes in the existing bureaucratic set up.
• Inferences can be drawn about Public accountability being a myth or reality from various sources
like print/electronic media, film review, documentaries.
3. Party System in India – changing phases.
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• A brief timeline of Party Systems since independence to be prepared.
• Strengths and limitations of different systems to be highlighted.
• Success and failure of various systems to be analysed with reference to the role of regional parties
in coalition era.
• Few examples to be explained with the help of statistical information.
• Student’s vision of rapidly evolving Party system in India.
4. Examine one Supreme Court case dealing with Fundamental Rights. Identify the issues of the case
and analyse the final ruling.
• Reason for selection of the topic
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• Nature and reasons of violation of Fundamental Rights to be explained.
• A case study of violation and protection of Fundamental Rights in the light of the ruling given by
the apex court to be analysed.
• Remedial steps to be taken to prevent this problem to be suggested.
5. Role of Local Self Government institutions in women empowerment.
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• Need for women empowerment to be explained with reference to a few examples.
• Positive role played by local self-governments to be stated.
• Collection of data based on statistics and analysis.
• The project could be in the form of a case study for example - a film review, book review,
advertisements, T.V. serials, documentaries, newspaper articles, journals.
• Student’s suggestions for more active participation of women in Indian electoral politics.
6. Explore the controversies around the development of a Uniform Civil Code mentioned in the Directive
Principles.
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question
• Hypothesis
• Clarification of the concept of Uniform Civil Code with instances from world constitutions.
• Need for a Uniform Civil Code with reference to Constituent Assembly Debates, historical perspective
(parliamentary debates and judicial pronouncements), the present socio-political scenario and the
stand of various political parties.
• Controversies and reasons for non-adoption.
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• Student’s view point and position on the issue.
Alternately this project could also be undertaken survey method or any other method.
Identify and explain the electoral reforms that are urgently needed in India.
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• Define electoral reforms.
• Urgency for electoral reforms.
• Efforts made in the past.
• Parliamentary debates on this issue. • Role of the Election Commission.
• Stand of various political parties.
• Judicial pronouncements.
• Student’s observations.
Discrimination faced by a girl child.
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• Gender as an identity.
• Collection of data based on statistics and analysis.
• The project could be in the form of a case study for example a film review, book review,
advertisements, T.V. serials, documentaries
• Inferences drawn.
Right to Education: To what extent has it benefited the slum children?
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• Constitutional provisions.
• Parliamentary debates leading to the enactment of the right.
• A case study of a slum area based on a survey.
• Student’s inferences.
Role of National Human Rights Commission in safeguarding the rights of the under-privileged.
• Reason for selection of the topic.
• Framing the Research Question.
• Hypothesis.
• United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948).
• Constitutional provisions.
• Formation of National Human Rights Commission.
• Its composition and functions.
• Identifying the under-privileged and understanding their plight.
• Efforts made by the NHRC (a minimum of two case studies).
• Student’s viewpo

OT

HE

RS

10.

PR

AK

9.

AS

HA

8.
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Forms of Government

O

1.

NAME OF THE UNIT
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NO.

L

SEMESTER 1
(Marks: 40)

Constitution

UNIT
NO.

NAME OF THE UNIT

6.

The Judiciary

7.

Indian Constitution

G

2.

SEMESTER 2
(Marks: 40)

3.

Franchise

8.

Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles

4.

The Legislature

9.

Local self-government

5.

The Executive

10.

Democracy in India – A perspective of the
challenges faced
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The Judiciary

HA

SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION TO JUDICIARY

AS

 The judiciary is that branch of the government that interprets the law, settles disputes and administers
justice to all citizens.

AK

 The judiciary is considered the watchdog of democracy, and also the guardian of the Constitution.

Functions of Judiciary

PR

 The principal role of the judiciary is to protect rule of law and ensure supremacy of law.
 It safeguards rights of the individual, settles disputes in accordance with the law and ensures
democracy that does not give way to individual or group dictatorship.

RS

 It interprets the laws.
 It is protector of Civil Rights.

HE

 It decides the cases.

 It is the custodian of Fundamental Rights.

OT

 It is the guardian of the Constitution.

 Decides the conflicts of jurisdiction between the Centre and State Governments in Federations.

BR

 The Indian judicial system is a single integrated system.

L

 The Constitution of India divides the Indian judiciary into superior judiciary (the Supreme Court and
the High Courts) and the subordinate judiciary (the lower courts under the control of the concerned
High Courts).

YA

Conditions of Independence of Judiciary

O

 Independence of judiciary means that: The other organs of the government, the executive and
legislature must not restrain the functioning of the judiciary in such a way that it is unable to do
justice.

G

 The other organs of the government should not interfere with the decision of the judiciary.
 In India, the separation of executive and judiciary is incorporated in the Directive Principles of
State Policy of the Indian Constitution.
 Such rights are mere guidelines to the state and cannot be enforced through the court of law, which
means that this separation is not absolute in nature.
 It ensures a justice system that is not controlled by the other arms of the government or any political
authority.

Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination
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 It also ensures that there is no misuse of power by any section of the government.
 Some essential conditions are mention below:
(a) Protecting salaries and service conditions of judges.
(b) Prohibiting the judges from carrying on practice in courts of law after retirement.
(c) Providing single judiciary.
(d) Ensuring security of tenure of judges.

N

JUDICIARY IN INDIA AND USA

AS

HA

 The Indian Judiciary: A single integrated system. The Indian constitution divides the Indian
judiciary into superior judiciary (the supreme court and the high courts) and the subordinate judiciary
(the lower courts under the control of the high courts).

AK

 The American Judiciary: The federal judiciary operates separately from the executive and
legislative branches, but often works with them as the constitution requires. The judicial branch
decides the constitutionality of federal laws and resolves other disputes about federal laws.

Similarities

PR

 Both have written constitution.

 They provided a federal constitutional system under which both the government can exercise their
powers and privileges

RS

 The right to equality
 Liberty and Freedom

HE

 Right to vote

Differences

OT

 Separation of powers amongst executive, legislative and judiciary.
 Where the executive governs the country, the legislature makes laws and the judiciary ensures justice.

BR

 The “due process of law” gives wide scope to the Supreme Court to grant protection to the rights
of their citizens.

Composition of Indian Supreme Court

YA

L

 The Indian constitution under Article 124(1) states that there shall be a supreme court of India
consisting of a Chief Justice of India (CJI) and 34 judges, including the CJI.

Composition of American Supreme Court

G

O

 The American supreme court consists of nine justices: the Chief Justice of USA and eight associate
justices.
 The justices are nominated by the President and confirmed with the “the advice and consent” of
the US senate as per Article 2 of the US constitution.

Powers of Indian Supreme Court
 The Indian judiciary has extensive powers in the form of original, appellate, and advisory jurisdiction.
 It can extend any case.
 Law of equity
2

Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination
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 It can make amendments in the Constitution.
 Power of judicial review

Powers of the American Supreme Court
 The promise of equal justice under law

 Interpreter of the constitution

 Administrative functions

 Protector of the constitution

N

 Can change others jurisdiction

HA

JUDICIAL REVIEW

 A judicial review is a review of government decisions done by the Supreme Court of India.

AS

 A court with authority for judicial review may invalidate laws, acts, and governmental actions which
violates the basic features of the Constitution.

AK

 It is a best-known power of the supreme court, or the ability of the court to declare a legislative
or executive act in violation of the Constitution.
 The court established this doctrine in the case of MARBURY VS. MADISON (1803).

PR

 A challenge to the way in which a decision has been made, rather than rights and wrongs reached
conclusion.

Principle of the Judicial Review

RS

 Judicial review is governed by the principle of “PROCEDURE ESTABLISHED BY LAW” as given
in Article 21 of the Indian Constitution.

OT

JUDICIAL ACTIVISM

HE

 The law has to pass the test of constitutionality, if it qualifies it can be made a law, otherwise the
court can declare it null or void.

BR

 Judicial activism in India implies the authority of the Supreme Court and the high courts, but not
the subordinate courts, to declare the regulations, unconstitutional and void.
 A judge is generally considered more willing to decide constitutional issues and to invalidate
legislative or executive actions.

YA

L

 The Indian Constitution does not mention this term judicial activism. However, it has become an
integral part of the judicial interpretation.

Features of Judicial Activism

O

 Majoritarianism

 Interpretive fidelity

 Interpretive stability
 Substance/democratic process

G

 Specificity of policy
 Availability of an alternate policymaker

JUDICIAL RESTRAINT
 A theory of judicial interpretation that encourages judges to limit the exercise of their own power.
 It asserts that judges should hesitate to strike down laws unless they are obviously unconstitutional.
Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination
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Question Bank
[1 Mark]

A. Multiple Choice Questions
(c) Judiciary

(d) Panchayati Raj

HA

2. Which has been the oldest and the most important function of the state?
(a) Modern democracies
(b) Administration of justice
(c) Judicial review
(d) Independent judiciary

N

1. Which is the third organ of the government?
(a) Legislature
(b) Executive

3. Who acts as the watchdog guarding the liberty and fundamental rights of the citizens?
(a) Courts
(b) Lok Sabha
(c) Rajya Sabha
(d) Senate

AS

4. Which is a separate and independent organ with its own organisation and officials?
(a) Executive
(b) Judiciary
(c) Legislature
(d) Local governments

PR

AK

5. Which is the authority of the courts to examine the acts of the legislature and the executive with
a view to determine their constitutional validity?
(a) Canadian Constitution
(b) Judicial Review
(c) Lok Adalats
(d) Public Interest Litigation

RS

6. In which year, India decided to establish a JAC for recommending persons eligible and suitable
for appointment as judges of the Supreme Court and State High Courts?
(a) 2013
(b) 2019
(c) 2018
(d) 2014

HE

7. Which are the lowest level federal courts with original jurisdiction in their respective districts?
(a) Circuit courts
(b) District courts
(c) Legislative courts (d) Supreme Court
8. Which court is the highest court of appeals?
(a) High court
(b) Supreme Court

(c) Circuit court

(d) District court

OT

9. The jurisdiction of the federal court has been described by the constitution under Article
(a) 5
(b) 6
(c) 3
(d) 14

BR

10. Which courts does not allow advisory jurisdiction?
(a) District Courts
(b) US Federal Courts (c) Circuit Courts

(d) Both (a) and (b)

L

11. In the Supreme Court of USA the judges are appointed by the President with the consent of
(a) Citizens
(b) Chief Justice
(c) Senate
(d) Prime Minister

YA

12. In which year, President Hoover tested Senate’s assertiveness when it rejected his nomination of
John Parker as a judge of the Supreme Court?
(a) 1885
(b) 1930
(c) 1987
(d) 1956

O

13. In USA the power of impeachment is in the hands of
(a) Supreme Court
(b) Congress
(c) Chief justice

(d) Judges

G

14. Under which act the government of India can by notification in the official gazette establish
special courts for trying certain specified/special cases and categories of persons?
(a) Special Courts Act 1979
(b) Notarial Act
(c) Legislative Act
(d) Judicial Act
15. Which courts are expected to cut down both judicial delays as well as the huge expenditure
currently being spent upon the maintenance of under trials in prisons across the country?
(a) Special Courts
(b) Fast Track Courts
(c) High Courts
(d) Supreme Court

4
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16. The Supreme Court of India by elevating the Federal Court of India which had been established
under the Government of India Act
(a) 1999
(b) 1935
(c) 1978
(d) 1985

N

17. Who can appoint any one of the judges as acting Chief Justice, who continue to perform his
duties till the appointment of a new Chief Justice or till the resumption of office by the Chief
Justice in India?
(a) Prime Minister
(b) President
(c) Chief Minister
(d) Governor

19. The Supreme Court of India sits in
(a) Gujarat
(b) Bengaluru

HA

18. In India, the judge of the Supreme Court holds office until he attains the age of
(a) 25 years
(b) 65 years
(c) 90 years
(d) 45 years
(d) Punjab

AS

(c) Delhi

AK

20. Under which Article of the Indian Constitution the Supreme Court can in its discretion grant
special leave to appeal against any judgement, decree, determination, sentence or order in any
case or matter decided by any court or tribunal in India?
(a) Article 145
(b) Article 136
(c) Article 14
(d) Article 21

PR

21. Which court always behaved as an independent and impartial apex court?
(a) High Court
(b) Circuit Court
(c) District Court
(d) Supreme Court

RS

22. At present, which states have a common high court?
(a) Assam, Mizoram
(b) Punjab, Haryana
(c) Nagaland, Tamil Nadu, Kerala
(d) Maharashtra, Gujarat

HE

23. Which court is the highest court at the state level?
(a) District Court
(b) High Court
(c) Circuit Court

(d) Fast Track Courts

OT

24. Every judge of a high court including the Chief Justice holds office till he attains the age of
(a) 55 years
(b) 45 years
(c) 62 years
(d) 85 years

2. (b)

11. (c)

21. (d)

ANSWERS

3. (a)

4. (b)

5. (b)

6. (d)

7. (b)

8. (b)

9. (c)

10. (b)

12. (b)

13. (b)

14. (a)

15. (b)

16. (b)

17. (b)

18. (b)

19. (c)

20. (b)

22. (b)

23. (b)

24. (c)

25. (b)

YA

L

1. (c)

BR

25. Under which Article of the Indian Constitution, the high courts have been empowered to issue
writs in order to enforce Fundamental Rights?
(a) Article 145
(b) Article 226
(c) Article 14
(d) Article 21

O

B. Very Short Answer Type Questions

[1 Mark]

G

1. What is the salient feature of the judicial systems of India and USA?
Ans. Judicial review power of the judiciary has been a salient feature of the judicial systems of India
and USA.
2. What is the full form of JAC?
Ans. JAC stands for Judicial Appointment Commission.
3. What is the tenure of the judges of Supreme Court in India?
Ans. In India, the judges of the Supreme Court can hold office till the attainment of the age of 65 years.
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4. What are the two parts of the federal courts?
Ans. The Constitutional Courts and the Legislative Courts
5. What are the Legislative Courts?
Ans. The legislative courts are the courts which have been established by the Acts of the Congress
and continue to be so.

N

6. What is the another name of legislative courts?
Ans. These courts are also called special courts.

HA

7. Name special federal courts.
Ans. There are several special federal courts such as the Tax Court and the Court of Military Appeals.

9. What does Article 124 of the Constitution provide?
Ans. Article 124 provides “There shall be, a Supreme Court of India”.

AS

8. What does Article 214 of the Constitution lays down?
Ans. Article 214 of the Constitution lays down that “There shall be a High Court for each state”.

AK

10. What does Article 32 of the constitution grants?
Ans. Article 32 grants and guarantees to the people of India the right to move to the Supreme Court
or High Courts for the enforcement of the rights conferred by Part 3 of the Constitution.

PR

11. Who described the Right to Constitutional Remedies as the soul of the Constitution?
Ans. The Right to Constitutional Remedies was described by Dr. B.R Ambedkar as the soul of the
Constitution.

RS

12. What is meaning of ‘Mandamus’?
Ans. ‘Mandamus’ is a Latin word which means ‘We order’.

HE

13. What is the aim of Judicial Activism?
Ans. Judicial Activism aims at securing a due implementation of laws, policies and programmes by
the executive.

OT

14. Who appoints the judges and Chief Justice of the High Court?
Ans. The President appoints the judges and the Chief Justice of a state High Court.

BR

15. Which provision was introduced in the Seventh Amendment Act 1956?
Ans. The judges of a high court can be transferred by the President from one High Court to another
after consultations with the Chief Justice of India.

L

16. From where did India get its concept of Single order of court?
Ans. The Government of India Act, 1935 paved a way for single order of judiciary in India.

YA

and
17. Both
Ans. Parliament and President

can remove the Judge of the Supreme Court.

G

O

18. The President can declare a judge an executive chief justice of the Supreme Court of India when
.
Ans. The President can declare an executive Chief Justice of India (CJI) when the current CJI is not
available, or if the post is vacant or if he/she is unable to discharge his/her duties.

19. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court has the right to establish the bench of the Supreme
Court elsewhere in the
.
Ans. country
20. Which article of the Indian Constitution states about the establishment of the Supreme Court?
Ans. Article 124
6
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C. Short Answer Type Questions

[2 Marks]

1. Why is judiciary the most important organ of government from citizen’s point of view?
Ans. From the citizen’s point of view, it is the most important organ of the government because it
acts as their protector against the possible excesses of the other two organs of the government.
Its role as the protector-guardian of the constitution and the Fundamental Rights of the people,
makes it more respectable than the executive and legislature.

HA

N

2. What did Garner highlight about the judiciary?
Ans. Garner highlights that “A society without legislature is conceivable, and indeed fully developed
legislative organs did not make their appearance in the state until modern times, but a civilized
state without judicial organ and machinery is hardly conceivable”.

AK

AS

3. What is the meaning of Judicial Review?
Ans. Judicial review is the authority of the courts to examine the acts of the legislature and the
executive with a view to determine their constitutional validity. It involves the power to reject
all such laws which are held to be against the Constitution that is which are considered to be
violative of the powers granted by the Constitution.

RS

PR

4. Discuss about special courts.
Ans. There are several special federal courts such as the Tax Court and the Court of Military Appeals.
These court deal with technical matters. For example the Tax Court settles tax disputes against
the Federal government. The jurisdiction of each special court is determined by the Act of the
Congress that creates it.

OT

HE

5. What qualifications are required for the judge of Supreme Court of India?
Ans. Qualifications:
(a) He is a citizen of India.
(b) He has been for at least 5 years judge of a High Court or of two or more such courts in succession.
(c) He has been an advocate of a High Court for at least 10 years.
(d) He is the opinion of the President a distinguished jurist.

YA

L

BR

6. What qualifications are required for judge of High Court?
Ans. Qualifications:
(a) He should be a citizen of India.
(b) He must have held a judicial office in the territory of India for at least 10 years.
(c) He must have been an advocate of a High Court or two or more such courts in succession
for at least 10 years.

G

O

7. What does Judicial Appointment Commission (JAC) consist of?
Ans. The JAC consists of the Chief Justice of India and two other senior most judges of the Supreme
Court, the Minister of Justice and law and two other eminent persons who will be selected by
the Prime Minister, the Chief Justice of India and the Leader of the Opposition or his absence
the leader of the largest party in opposition in the Lok Sabha.
8. What are the salary and allowances of the judge of High Court in India?
Ans. The Chief Justice of a High Court gets a salary of ` 2,50,000/- p.m. and each other judge
` 2,25,000/- p.m. They are also entitled to other allowances and a pension after retirement. Their
salaries and allowances cannot be reduced during their term of office during a duly proclaimed
financial emergency.
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9. By which rules, the working of the Lok Adalat is governed?
Ans. Rules for working of the Lok Adalat:
(a) Only such cases comes before the Lok Adalat as have been pending in regular courts.
(b) A party to a dispute can bring the case before the Lok Adalat by submitting a petition.
(c) The District and Session Judge of a District has all the information about the date, time and
place of holding the Lok Adalat.

HA

N

10. What is the writ of Habeas Corpus?
Ans. The Writ of Habeas Corpus is designed to secured the Fundamental Rights of a person against
any violation of his Right to Freedom (Article 19), Right to Protection of Life and Personal
Liberty (Article 21) and Right to Protection against Arrest and Detention (Article 22).

AK

AS

11. What are the three essential conditions for the issue of the writ Mandamus?
Ans. Essential conditions for the issue of the writ Mandamus are:
(a) The applicant must show that he has a real and special interest in the subject matter and
special legal right to enforce.
(b) He must show that there resides in him a legal right to the performance sought.
(c) There is no other equally effective convenient and beneficial remedy.

RS

PR

12. What Bryce wrote about judiciary in his book ‘modern Democracies’?
Ans. Bryce stated “There is no better test of the excellence of a government then the efficiency of
its judicial system, for nothing more nearly touches the welfare and security of the citizen than
his knowledge that he can rely on certain, prompt and impartial administration of justice”.

OT

HE

13. What is Judiciary?
Ans. Judiciary is the important organ of the Government which is concerned with settling the disputes
and dispensation of Justice at different levels for justice. Earlier all the judicial powers used
to be vested in the king under the Monarchy system but now in democratic set-up Judiciary is
structural as a separate organ of the Government.

BR

14. What do you mean by the integrated judiciary?
Ans. We in India have integrated judiciary which means that at the apex is the Supreme Court and
at the bottom is the lower court (District Court). It is a Pyramid (ladder) like structure. The
Supreme Court has administrative and supervisory control on lower courts and it listens to the
appeal against the decisions of the lower courts.

O

YA

L

15. Write three main functions of the Judiciary.
Ans. The main functions of the judiciary are:
(i) Settling the disputes among the people.
(ii) It protects the Rule of Law and to ensure the supremacy of Law.
(iii) Safeguarding the rights of the people and the constitution.

G

16. How are the judges of Supreme Court and High Courts appointed in India?
Ans. The judges are appointed for Supreme Courts and High Courts by the President of India with the
consultation of the Chief Justice of India and the Chief Justice of concerned High Court (in a
case of High Court Judges). The constitution of India has provided, qualifications and experience
for the appointment of judges.
17. How can the judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts be removed?
Ans. It is provided in the Constitution that the judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts can be
removed from the office by impeachment in which the charges are levelled in one house of the

8
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Parliament and are listened and examined in next house. If the charges are proved correct, the
judges stand impeached.

HA

N

18. State two functions of judiciary.
Ans. Functions of Judiciary:
(i) Administration of justice: The first and foremost function of the judiciary is to administer
justice. It awards punish to those who after trial are found guilty of violating the laws of the
state. The judiciary fixes the quality and quantity of punishment that is to be given to the
criminals.
(ii) Interpretation and application of laws: One of the major functions of the judiciary is to
interpret and apply laws to specific cases. In the course of deciding the disputes that come
before it, the judges interpret and apply laws.

PR

AK

AS

19. Discuss about the US federal judiciary.
Ans. The federal courts stand divided into two parts: the constitutional courts and the legislative
courts. The former are the courts created by the constitution. Initially only the Supreme Court
was created by the constitution. The circuit courts of appeal and district courts were created by
the acts of the Congress and hence these originated as legislative courts. However subsequently
these got recognition as constitutional courts through amendments made in the constitution. In
1953 the court of claims and in 1956, the court of customs and patent appeal were also made
constitutional courts by relevant amendments.

OT

HE

RS

20. State about the Supreme Court of USA.
Ans. At the apex of the federal judicial system is the Supreme Court of USA. It is the highest court
of appeal. It consists of one chief justice and 8 other judges. It has a limited original jurisdiction.
Most of the cases that come before it are in the form of appeals against the decisions of the
Circuit Courts of appeals or against the verdict of the highest courts of the state. The decisions
of the Supreme Court are final and no appeals lies against them.

L

BR

21. What is the method of removal of judges in the Supreme Court of India?
Ans. The constitution provides for a difficult method of removal of judges and only on the ground
of proven misbehaviour and incapacity. Judges can be removed by impeachment. Article 124(4)
lays down that a judge of the Supreme Court can be removed from his office by an order of
the President. Such an order can be passed by the President only when an address passed by
the two houses of the parliament by a majority of total membership and two-third majority of
members present and voting in each house, is presented to him.

G

O

YA

22. Explain the original jurisdiction of the High Courts of India.
Ans. The High Courts of Bombay, Calcutta and Madras possess original jurisdiction in civil as well
as criminal cases arising within these presidency towns. They are authorised to hear a civil case
involving property of the value of ` 20,000/- or more. This is an exclusive rights enjoyed by
these three high courts. In fact, this was the power with these courts before independence it has
been retained in the Constitution of India.

23. Explain the position of High Courts in India.
Ans. The High Courts occupy an important position in the judicial system of India. It is a part of an
integrated and unified judicial system below the Supreme Court of India. A High Court is the creation
of the constitution and as such functions in accordance with the provision of the constitution. The
high courts enjoy full autonomy in their working. These are under the Supreme Court and here too
except for its control which may be administrative, these are free to administer justice.
Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination
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24. Explain the source of administrative problems in judicial review power of Indian judiciary.
Ans. The system is a source of problems. When a law or any of its part/parts are stuck down by
the Supreme Court as unconstitutional, the decision becomes effective from the date on which
the judgement is delivered. Now a law faces judicial review only when a question of its
constitutionally arises in any case being heard by the Supreme Court. Such a case can come
before the Supreme Court after 5 or 10 more years after the enforcement of that law.

AS

HA

N

25. What is the judicial activism?
Ans. Judicial activism is a theory of judgement that takes into account the spirit of law and the
needs, features and demands of the changing times. According to Black’s law dictionary, judicial
activism is a judicial philosophy which holds that judges can depart from judicial precedents in
favour of progressive and new policies. In recent times law making has assumed new dimensions
through the judicial activism of the courts of law.

PR

AK

26. What is judicial restraint?
Ans. Judicial restraint is poles apart, in fact opposed to the philosophy of judicial activism. This
philosophy or principle upholds the view that the role of judges in interpretation of law should
be scrupulously limited and their job is to say and hold the law as it is. They should not get
involved in law-making during the course of interpretation of law. This function should be left
to the legislature and the executive, and the judges should remain away from it.

OT

HE

RS

27. Explain the role of Lok Adalats. How is it useful?
Ans. Lok Adalats have been playing a useful role in settling some long pending civil disputes
among various litigants. These settle disputes through arbitration and compromises based
upon the principles of law and justice. A primary objective of Lok Adalat is to secure such
an understanding, consensus and consent among the parties to a dispute as can enable them to
accept a mutually agreed settlement of their dispute. Lok Adalats have started playing a very
useful role in enabling people to get compensations in long pending disputes and cases within
short intervals.

YA

L

BR

28. Discuss about the writ of Certiorari.
Ans. The writ of Certiorari is issued by a superior court for removing a particular case from an inferior
court. It can be issued even before a trial for preventing an excess of jurisdiction by an inferior
court. The concerned case is then moved to a higher court for trial for quashing an order which
had been made without jurisdiction or in defiance of the rules of natural justice. Very often, a
writ of certiorari is sought along with the writ of prohibition for preventing the performance of
an invalid act (i.e., Certiorari) as well as for restraining the operations (i.e., prohibition).

G

O

29. Why do we need Judiciary?
Ans. In any group or society, disputes are bound to occur due to different individual and group
interests of the people which need to be settled up to the satisfaction of all the concerned by
an independent competent and impartial body. To serve these needs, a separate organ of the
government is structural as the judiciary in modern democracies. Judiciary, besides settling the
disputes, performs a number of other functions for the society.
30. What is original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of India?
Ans. In original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of India, following cases are taken up.
(i) Disputes between Centre and State Governments
(ii) Disputes between the two states
(iii) Disputes related to Fundamental Rights
(iv) Disputes in which issue of interpretation of the constitution is involved.
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HA
AS
AK

32. What is the role of Indian Judiciary?
Ans. The role of Indian Judiciary:
(i) It settles disputes.
(ii) It interprets the Constitution and acts its guardian.
(iii) It protects the Fundamental Rights of the people.
(iv) It protects the federal system.
(v) It helps in the development of the constitution.

N

31. What is District Court?
Ans. District Court is at the lowest level of Indian judicial system. Its judges are appointed by the
Governor with the consultation of Chief Justice of the concerned High Courts. Its functions are
as under:
(i) Deals with the cases arising in the District.
(ii) Considers appeals on decisions given by lower courts.
(iii) Decides cases involving serious criminal offences.
(iv) District Cases have administrative control on subordinate courts.

HE

RS

PR

33. Explain the Power of Judicial Activism.
Ans. The power of Judicial Activism is the power of judiciary under which it can examine the
constitutional validity of an order issued by the executive and legislation passed by the
legislature. If the court finds it contrary to the provisions of the Constitution it can declare
them as unconstitutional. On the basis of this power, judiciary is playing a very effective role
in checking the executive and legislature but in the process, it is going beyond its jurisdiction.
Hence it is called as Judicial activism.
D. Long Answer Type Questions

[4 Marks]

OT

1. State the limitations of the judicial review.

L

BR

Ans. Mostly, the judicial review system works with following limitations:
(a) Judicial review is done only in actual cases before the court. The courts cannot automatically
use this power.
(b) The law can be declared invalid only after its unconstitutionally has been clearly established.
(c) The judiciary invalidates only those parts of the law which are found to be unconstitutional,
other parts continue to operate as before.
(d) Courts do not exercise judicial review on political issues.

G

O

YA

2. Describe about circuit courts of appeals.
Ans. There are in all 11 circuit courts of appeals which hear appeals against the decisions of the
District Courts. Each such court works in its own circuit and hears appeals from the District
Court which fall within its circuit (area of jurisdiction). A circuit court of appeals consists of 3 to
9 judges. The judges are appointed by the President with the consent of the Senate. Ordinarily a
case is heard by a bench or panel of 3 judges. The quorum, however, is 2. In exceptional cases
all the judges of the circuit court constitute the bench. These courts have no original jurisdiction.
Besides appeals against the decisions of the district courts, these also hear appeals against the
decisions of federal regulatory agencies, such as the National Labour Relations Board and the
Federal Securities and Exchange Commission.
3. Describe the conditions essential for securing the independence of judiciary.
Ans. The following conditions are essential for securing the independence of judiciary:
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AS

HA

N

(a) The quality of the judiciary to administer justice without any fear or favour.
(b) The ability of the judges to protect faithfully and zealously the liberty and rights of the people.
(c) The power of the judiciary to prevent the executive and legislature from committing excess
through an arbitrary use of their powers.
(d) The ability and power of the judiciary to prevent misuse of power by the civil servant through
an arbitrary exercise of their powers.
(e) The power of the judiciary to maintain and run the judicial administration of the state.
(f) The power of the judiciary to ensure the functioning of all institutions of government within
the boundaries defined by the constitution.
(g) The ability of the judiciary to provide full and fair opportunities to the people, even to the
accused, to defend their rights.
(h) Finally, the power of the judiciary to ensure that no innocent person should suffer any injustice
or loss or face any punishment.

OT

HE

RS

PR

AK

4. Explain the features of judicial review.
Ans. The features of judicial review are as follows:
(a) While conducting judicial review, the judiciary has to establish and give grounds for rejecting
any law as unconstitutional.
(b) Judicial review is conducted by a judicial bench and not by a single judge. The decision is
always taken by a majority.
(c) The judiciary has the power to invalidate any law or a part of the law which is held to be
unconstitutional.
(d) The judiciary refrains from giving decisions on political issues.
(e) A judicial review is never advisory in nature.
(f) Due process of law or procedure established by law are two alternative bases for the
conducting of judicial review.

YA

L

BR

5. Explain jurisdiction of the US Federal courts.
Ans. The US Federal courts have jurisdiction over the following types of cases:
(a) Cases arising under the federal constitution, on a federal statue or treaty.
(b) Cases falling within the fields of so-called admirality and maritime law.
(c) Cases affecting ambassadors and other agents of foreign government.
(d) Controversies to which the federal government is itself a party.
(e) Controversies between two or more state governments.
(f) Controversies between the state government and citizen of another state, where the state is
the plaintiff.

G

O

6. Explain about the position of the US Supreme Court.
Ans. The Supreme Court is indeed a very powerful organ of the US political system. The Supreme
Court has a unique position in the US constitutional system. Unlike Acts of Congress its
decisions are immune from Presidential veto and unlike Presidential veto it is immune from
the overriding powers of the Congress. The power to judge the constitutional validity of acts of
the Congress and orders of the President has greatly strengthened its position. However, all this
should not be taken to mean that there is judicial supremacy in the USA. Supremacy belongs
to the Constitution. The Congress can amend the Constitution and can impeach the judges. The
President is not under the Supreme Court.
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7. Describe the composition of the Supreme Court of India.
Ans. At the time of the inauguration of the Constitution, the Supreme Court consisted of one Chief Justice
and seven other judges. In 1956, the number of judges was raised to ten, in 1960 to thirteen; in 1977
to seventeen and in 1986 to twenty five. Till few years ago the Supreme Court consisted of a Chief
Justice and 30 other judges. However, in July 2019, it was decided to increase the number of judges
of the Supreme Court to 34 (Chief Justice of India and 33 other judges of Supreme Court).

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

N

8. What are the miscellaneous powers and functions of the Supreme Court of India?
Ans. The Supreme Court as a whole or its judges also perform certain extra-judicial functions as well:
(i) The Supreme Court has the power to make rules regarding the organisation, functioning and
procedures to be followed by other courts.
(ii) The Supreme Court, with the approval of the President, makes rules regulating its own practice
and procedure.
(iii) The Supreme Court, with the approval of the President, can lay down the conditions of its
service of its employees.
(iv) The President, can take action including removing from membership, against the members of
the Union Public Service Commission but only when the Supreme Court finds them guilty
of misbehaviour.
(v) Under the Articles 257 and 258, the Chief Justice of India can appoint arbitrator for deciding
cases relating to the excess costs incurred by a state government in carrying out the directions
of the Union Governments.
(vi) Any sitting judge of the Supreme Court can be appointed to any commission of inquiry
constituted for inquiring into any scandal or case.

L

BR

OT

HE

9. Write a short note on Judicial activism.
Ans. The term “Judicial Activism” refers to the working of Judiciary beyond its given area. It is said that
when executive and legislature fail, the judiciary starts. It is called Judicial activism. In our constitution
procedure established by law is allowed under which the judiciary can examine whether a particular
law is according to the provisions of the Constitution or not.
But our judiciary is going beyond its limit and is commenting on every policy and political matter
which is referred to as Judicial activism. It can examine the constitutional validity of an order issued
by the executive and legislation passed by the legislature. If the court finds it contrary to the provisions
of the Constitution it can declare them as unconstitutional.
On the basis of this power, judiciary is playing a very effective role in checking the executive and
legislature but in the process, it is going beyond its jurisdiction. Hence it is called as Judicial activism.

G

O

YA

10. Mention essential conditions for the independence of the judiciary.
Ans. Following are essential conditions for the independence of the judiciary.
(i) The judiciary should be the product of constitutional law.
(ii) Judiciary should be free from undue interference of Executive and Legislature.
(iii) High qualifications and experiences should be set for the appointment of judges.
(iv) The judge’s pay and allowance and other service conditions should be attractive so that man
of high integrity enters in this profession.
(v) The tenure of the service of the judges should be long and for the security of service, they
should not be dependent on the where is and fancies of the executive and Legislature.
(vi) The decisions of the Judiciary should be respected and accepted.
11. Explain the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of India.
Ans. Supreme Court of India has the following Jurisdictions:
(i) Original Jurisdiction: Under this jurisdiction, the Supreme Court listens to the case related to:
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(a) Dispute between centre and state
(b) Dispute between two or more states
(c) Fundamental Rights
(d) Interpretation of the constitution
(ii) Appellate Jurisdiction: Under this jurisdiction, Supreme Court listens to the appeal against
the decisions of the High Courts in all the civil, criminal and constitutional matters.
(iii) Advisory Jurisdiction: Under this jurisdiction, the Supreme Court can give its opinion to
the President on any issue on which he seeks its opinion.

PR

AK

AS

HA

N

12. Mention the process of impeachment.
Ans. Impeachment is a method of removal of the judges by the Parliament on the charges like
corruption, misuse of power and violation of the Constitution.
The impeachment motion of the removal of the judge with the charges is introduced in either
house. If that motion is passed by 2/3 majority of the present and voting of the members, then it
is sent to another house where it is heard. The judge can explain his/her position in that house.
If the charges levelled in the previous house are proved in the second house by 2/3 majority of
the present members of the house. The judge stands impeached and he has to vacate the office.
So far only one case of the removal of a judge of Supreme Court came up for consideration
before the Parliament which could not get the support of the majority of the total strength of
the House.
E. Case Study Based Questions

[4 Marks]

RS

Passage 1

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.

BR

OT

HE

In May 1995, the Supreme Court called upon the Government of India to work for securing of a Uniform
Civil Code for all the people as stipulated in the Directive Principles of State Policy under Article 44.
During 1996-2008, the Supreme Court practised activism in getting expedited action in CBI cases against
persons-public servants-alleged to have been involved in several scams and acts of indiscretion. In other
words Judicial Activism means a pro-active approach of the Judiciary towards prevailing socio-economic
politico-administrative conditions in the country. Judicial Activism aims at securing a due implementation
of laws, policies and programmes by the executive. In 2007, a small bench of the Supreme Court ruled
that the courts should observe restraint while pursuing Judicial Activism.

YA

L

(i) In which year the Supreme Court called upon the government of India to work for securing of
a Uniform Civil Code for all the people as stipulated in DPSP?
Ans. 1995

O

(ii) Which term stands for a pro-active approach of the judiciary towards prevailing socio-economic
politico-administrative conditions in the country?
Ans. Judicial Activism

G

(iii) In which year a small bench of the Supreme Court ruled that the courts should observe restraint
while pursuing Judicial Activism?
Ans. 2007

Passage 2
Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
While guaranteeing Fundamental Rights of the citizens, the Constitution of India also grants the
Right to Constitutional Remedies. It is designed to protect the Fundamental Rights against violations.
14
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Article 32 grants and guarantees to the people of India the right to move to the Supreme Court
for the enforcement of the rights conferred by Part 3 of the Indian Constitution. The Right to
Constitutional Remedies was described by Dr. B.R Ambedkar as the soul of the Constitution. Article
32 of the Constitution which grants the Fundamental Rights to Constitutional Remedies for enabling
the citizens to petition to the courts for the issuance of writs for protecting their Fundamental Rights.

N

(i) Who described the Right to Constitutional Remedies as the ‘heart and soul’ of the Constitution?
Ans. Dr. B.R Ambedkar

HA

(ii) Which article provides for a guaranteed remedy for the enforcement of all the fundamental rights?
Ans. Article 32

AS

(iii) What do you understand by the term ‘writ’?
Ans. The ‘writ’ is a form of written command in the name of a court or other legal authority to act,
or abstain from acting in a particular way.

RS

PR

AK

Passage 3
Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
India, UK and the USA are three liberal democratic political systems. In India, judiciary enjoys
an independent constitutional status. The judicial administration is organised, run and controlled
by the Supreme Court of India. In the USA also judiciary is an independent judiciary. The judicial
administration in the USA is run under the direction of the US Supreme Court. In the United Kingdom,
the rights and freedoms of the people stand guaranteed under the principle of Rule of Law and there
is no formal bill of Fundamental Rights.

HE

(i) Which countries have liberal democratic political systems?
Ans. India, UK and the USA

(ii) Name the authority under which the judicial administration in the USA functions.
Ans. US Supreme Court

OT

(iii) In India who controls, runs and organises the judicial administration?
Ans. Supreme Court

G

O

YA

L

BR

Passage 4
Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
In the Part IV, the Constitution of India gives a directive to the state to organise and run the legal
system in such a way as we can help the people go and get equal opportunities for securing justice
and help the needy to secure free legal aid. On the basis of this directive, the Union Parliament
passed the Legal Services Authority Act, 1987. Under this act, several service cells or institutions
were established which were either to provide free legal aid to the poor people or legal aid at low
costs. In some cases, Lok Adalat is presided over by a judge of the High Court or by the District
and Session Judge.
(i) Which part of the Constitution of India provides a directive to the state to organise and run the
legal system in such a way as can help the to get equal opportunities for securing the justice?
Ans. Part 4
(ii) In which year, the Union Parliament passed the Legal Services Authority Act?
Ans. 1987
(iii) Under which act several legal service cells or institutions were established which were to provide
free legal aid to the poor people or legal aid at low costs?
Ans. Legal Services Authority Act
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Indian Constitution —
The Preamble and Salient
Features

N

2

HA

SUMMARY

AS

THE PREAMBLE
 The Indian Constitution begins with a preamble.

AK

 It specifies:
(i) Nature of the Indian state.
(ii) Objective is committed to secure.

PR

 According to K.M. Munshi, the Preamble is the political horoscope of the Constitution, which lists
the basic feature and basic philosophy of the Indian Constitution.

HE

RS

 Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava described Preamble as the:
(i) Key and soul of the Constitution.
(ii) It is perfection in itself.
(iii) A proper yard stick with which one can measure the worth of the Constitution.
(iv) It’s a spirit of the Constitution.

OT

 Preamble begins with the words – “We the People” and ends by a “Self-made adopted and enacted”
Constitution of India.

BR

 The words that are not mentioned in the Preamble were added by the 42nd Amendment, 1976 to
the Constitution including “Socialist”, “Secular” and “Integrity”.

Sovereignty of the People of India

YA

L

 The Preamble begins with the words “We the People of India” which signifies that the people are
the ultimate of authority, sovereignty and the government derives its power.
 Indian Constitution’s Preamble is similar to the U.S Constitution’s Preamble and UN Constitution’s
Preamble.

O

NATURE OF THE INDIAN STATE

G

 The Preamble contains the five cardinal features of India as a state, that declares India to be
1. Sovereign 2. Secular 3. Democratic 4. Socialist 5. Republic

Justice
 The Indian Constitution committed to secure the Justice – social, economic and political, for all its
citizens.
 The key ideal of the National Liberation Movement was to secure a new social order based on the
socio-economic political justice.
16
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Liberty
 It lists Liberty of Thought, Expression, Belief, Faith and Worship as the objective to be secured
for all the citizens.
 The provision of Fundamental Rights (Part 3) is to secure this objective.
 The condition of worth living.

Equality

HA

N

 Also the faith and worship strengthen the spirit of Secularism.

 Equality of status – natural equality of all persons as equal and free citizens of India enjoying
opportunities for all to develop their personality.

AS

 Equality of opportunity – adequate opportunities for all develop their personality.
 For securing equality, equality before law is needed.

AK

 End of discrimination.

 The Indian Constitution grants the Fundamental Rights based on equality to all.

PR

Fraternity
 A feeling spiritual and psychological unity.

 Designed to secure the dignity of the individual and unity and integrity of the nation.

RS

 Human dignity was a supreme value in our National Liberation Movement.

HE

 Unity of the nation was essential to fight against the inhuman British rule.

DATE OF ADOPTION AND ENACTMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

OT

 The Indian Constitution was adopted on 26 November, 1949.
 On this day, the Constitution received the signature of the President of the Constituent Assembly
and declared passed.

BR

 Each year 26 November is celebrated as the Constitution Day or Samvidhan Diwas.

L

 Also its self-made Constitution by the Constituent Assembly as the elected representative body on
behalf of the people of India.

YA

Part of The Constitution – The Preamble

G

O

 The Supreme Court of India while giving its opinion on the Presidential reference to the transfer
of the Berubari Union and Exchange of enclaves, accepted that “Preamble is a key to open the
mind of the makers, nevertheless the Preamble is not a part of the Constitution”. However later
on, it reserved its judgement in Keshvananda Bharti case and held that Preamble is a part of the
Constitution. Though it is not enforceable to get it from a part of the Constitution.

SALIENT FEATURES OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION
 Indian Constitution is a unique constitution with its bulkiest size, mixture of flexibility and rigidity.
The member of the Constituent Assembly secured the unity and stability of the nation by adopting
self-made and workable Constitution.
Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination
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The Major Salient Features

 Drawn from Several Sources
(i) Federal schemes
(iii) Judiciary
(v) Fundamental Rights

HA

(ii) Emergency provision
(iv) Preamble
(vi) Parliamentary form of government, etc.

N

 Lengthiest Written Constitution
(i) The Indian constitution is the world’s lengthiest written constitution.
(ii) It is comprehensive, elaborative and detailed document.
(iii) In its English language version, it has 146,385 words.

 Federal Structure and Unitary Spirit

AK

AS

This means that both Central and State governments have their own powers. Though the state
governments govern their states but the central government can dismiss the state government under
Article 356 (A state government unable to function according to constitutional provisions, the union
government can take direct control of the state machinery).

RS

PR

 Partly Rigid and Flexibility
(i) A rigid constitution is one which can’t be amended easily, i.e. U.S. Constitution.
(ii) A flexible constitution is one which can be amended easily, i.e. Indian Constitution.
(iii) Most of the Indian Constitution’s provisions were amended by two-third majority in the
Parliament.

OT

HE

 Fundamental Rights and Duty
(a) Fundamental Rights:
(i) Mentioned in Part-3 of the constitution in Article 12–35
(ii) Borrowed from U.S. Constitution
(iii) Political and Social in nature
(iv) Can be enforced by the courts

L

BR

(b) Fundamental Rights are:
(i) Right to Equality (14-18)
(iii) Right against Exploitation (23-24)
(v) Educational and Cultural Rights (29-30)

(ii) Right to Freedom (19-22)
(iv) Right to Freedom of Religion (25-28)
(vi) Right to Constitutional Remedies (32-35)

G

O

YA

(c) Fundamental Duties:
(i) Mentioned in Part 4A of the constitution in Article 51A
(ii) Borrowed from the USSR’s constitution
(iii) Social, political and economical in nature
(iv) Cannot be enforced by the courts
(d) Fundamental Duties are:
(i) Abide by the constitution and respect the National Flag and National Anthem
(ii) Follow ideals of the freedom struggle
(iii) Spirit of common brotherhood, etc.

 Directive Principles of State Policy
(i) It aims to create Social and Economic conditions under which the citizens can lead a respectful life.
(ii) Also to establish social, economic, and democracy through a welfare state.
18
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Some Directive Principle’s of State Policy (DPSP’s) are:
(a) Promote the welfare of the people
(b) Equal pay for equal work for men and women
(c) Opportunities for the healthy development of children

N

 Parliamentary form of Government
(i) Government in which Cabinet of Ministers are responsible to the legislature.
(ii) There is a close coordination between legislature and executive.

HA

 Single Citizenship
(i) A person is a citizen of the whole country, or has one citizenship.
(ii) All citizens residing their states and enjoys the same political and civil rights of citizenship.

AK

AS

 Bi-Cameral Legislature
(a) A Legislature is divided into two separate assemblies, chambers or houses known as Bi-Cameral
Legislature.
(b) A legislature that has two houses:
(i) The State Legislative Assembly (ii) The State Legislative Council (Vidhan Parishad)

RS

(a) Integrated Judicial System:

PR

 Universal Adult Franchise
All citizens who are 18 years and above irrespective of their caste, creed, education, religion, colour,
race and economic conditions are free to VOTE.

OT

HE

Single Integrated and Independent Judiciary
(i) The Constitution provides for a single integrated judicial system common for the Union and
the State.
(ii) The Supreme Court of India works at the apex level, High Courts at state level and other courts
works under the Supervision of High Courts.

BR

(b) Independent Judiciary:
(i) The Constitution makers created a separate judiciary, independent of legislature and executive.
(ii) The Constitution has ensured complete independence of judiciary in the matters of administration
and finance.

YA

L

 Judicial Review
A review of government decisions done by the Supreme Court of India. A court with authority for
judicial review may invalidate laws, acts and governmental actions which violates the basic features
of Constitution.

G

O

 Emergency Powers
Emergency power, 18th part of the Indian Constitution contains elaborate provisions to deal with
those challenges that pose the threat to the country’s security and unity. The President of India has
the power to impose Emergency rule in any region of the Indian states.
Three types of Emergencies:
(i) National Emergency (Article 352)
(ii) State Emergency (Article 356)
(iii) Financial Emergency (Article 360)

 Special Provisions for SCs and STs
Article 46 provides, “The states shall promote with special care on the educational and economic
interests of the weaker sections of the people, and in particular, of the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation”.
Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination
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Question Bank
[1 Mark]

A. Multiple Choice Questions
1. Indian Constitution came into force on
(a) 26 January 1946
(b) 15 August 1947

(c) 26 January 1950 (d) 15 August 1950

(c) October 1946

HA

3. The Constituent Assembly was formed in
(a) September 1946
(b) November 1946

N

2. When was the rough sketch of the constitution passed by the Constituent Assembly?
(a) 26 December 1948 (b) 26 January 1950
(c) 26 November 1949 (d) 26 December 1946
(d) December 1946
Sardar Patel

AS

4. Who was the President of Constituent Assembly?
(a) Jawaharlal Nehru
(b) B.R. Ambedkar
(c) Dr. Rajendra Prasad (d)

AK

5. Mahatma Gandhi wanted to make which language as the national language?
(a) Hindustani
(b) Hindi
(c) Tamil
(d) Urdu
6. Who was the chairman of the Drafting Committee?
(a) B.R. Ambedkar
(b) Sardar Patel
(c) J.L. Nehru

(d) Dr. Rajendra Prasad

HE

RS

PR

7. Consider the following statements
(i) Mahatma Gandhi gave Objective Resolution.
(ii) An interim government was made in 1946 under the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru.
(iii) K Santhanam from Madras strongly favoured the rights of states.
(iv) Mahatma Gandhi wanted to keep Hindi as the national language.
Which of the given statements is NOT correct?
(a) (i), (iv)
(b) (ii), (iii)
(c) (iii), (iv)
(d) (ii), (iv)

BR

OT

8. Consider the following statements:
(i) The members of the Constituent Assembly were indirectly elected.
(ii) Govind Vallabh Pant opposed a separate electorate.
(iii) Shri Shankar Rao accepted Hindustani as the national language.
(iv) NG Ranga counted tribals among minorities.
Which of the given statements is/are correct?
(a) (i), (ii), (iii), (iv)
(b) (ii), (iii), (iv), (i)
(c) (i), (iii), (i), (iv) (d) (ii), (iv), (i), (iii)

YA

L

9. Which of the following word has not been written in the preamble of the Indian Constitution?
(a) Sovereign
(b) Socialist
(c) Democratic
(d) Indians

G

O

10. Which of the following statements is not true?
(a) The date of implementation of the Indian Constitution is November 26, 1949.
(b) The “Secular” word was added by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment.
(c) The 42nd Constitutional Amendment was done in 1976.
(d) Social, Economic and Political justice has been taken from the Russian Revolution in the
Indian Constitution.
11. Which statement is not correct in the case of “Sovereign India”?
(a) India is not dependent on any country.
(b) India is not a colony of any other country.
(c) India can give any part of its country to any other country.
(d) India is obliged to obey the UN in its internal affairs.
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12. K.M. Munshi was associated with
(a) Constitution Drafting Committee
(c) Public Accounts Committee

(b) Preamble Committee
(d) Committee on Health and Family Welfare

13. Which year is related to Berubari Case?
(a) 1972
(b) 1976

(c) 1970

(d) 1960

AS

AK

15. What is the meaning of “social equality in the Indian Constitution?
(a) Lack of opportunities
(b) Lack of equality
(c) Equal opportunities for all sections of the societies
(d) Assurance of government job to all

HA

N

14. What is the true meaning of “Secular”?
(a) All religions are equal in the eyes of the government
(b) Special importance to a religion related to minorities
(c) One specific religion is promoted by the government
(d) People will be given job on the basis of their religions

RS

PR

16. Who among the following said that the preamble of the Indian Constitution is “The Keynote of
the Constitution”?
(a) Ernest Barker
(b) Jawaharlal Nehru
(c) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
(d) Nelson Mandela

OT

HE

17. Which of the following statements is true?
(a) The Supreme Court had said that the preamble of the Constitution is not a part of the
Constitution in the Berubari case.
(b) In the Keshavanand Bharti case, the Supreme Court had said that the preamble of the Constitution is part of the Constitution.
(c) “Preamble” of the Indian Constitution has been taken from the Constitution of Canada.
(d) The Preamble was crucial in deciding the Shah Bano case

BR

18. “The language of Preamble” of the Indian Constitution is taken from the constitution of
(a) America
(b) Canada
(c) Australia
(d) Ireland

L

19. The Preamble was for the first time amended by the
(a) 42nd Amendment (b) 44th Amendment
(c) 52nd Amendment (d) 61st Amendment

O

YA

20. In the Constituent Assembly of India, the Chairman of the Union Constitution Committee was
(a) Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
(b) GV Mavalankar
(c) Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru
(d) Dr. John Mathai

G

21. The Preamble of our Constitution reads: India is a
(a) Socialist, Sovereign, Secular, Democratic, Republic
(b) Secular, Socialist, Sovereign, Democratic, Republic
(c) Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic, Republic
(d) Secular, Sovereign, Democratic, Socialist Republic

22. Which one of the following Fundamental Rights has been ensured to the citizens of India?
(a) To get medical education
(b) To get employment
(c) To buy and sell property
(d) To form associations or unions
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23. The Constituent Assembly member who pleaded for continuing separate electorates, after
independence, was
(a) Begum Aizaas Rasul
(b) R.V. Dhulekar
(c) Govind Ballabh Pant
(d) B. Pocker Bahadur

(d) 26 January 1950

ANSWERS
2. (c)

3. (d)

4. (c)

5. (a)

6. (a)

7. (a)

8. (a)

11. (d)

12. (a)

13. (d)

14. (a)

15. (c)

16. (a)

17. (b)

18. (c)

21. (c)

22. (d)

23. (d)

24. (b)

25. (b)

9. (d)

19. (a)

AK

B. Very Short Answer Type Questions

10. (a)

AS

1. (c)

HA

25. Last meeting of the Constituent Assembly took place on
(a) 26 November 1949 (b) 24 January 1950
(c) 15 August 1948

N

24. The Congress had accepted that Hindustani ought to be the national language by the
(a) 1920s
(b) 1930s
(c) 1940s
(d) 1950s

20. (c)

[1 Mark]

PR

1. The objective resolution of the Constituent Assembly was given by whom?
Ans. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

RS

2. Write the name of the chief draughtsman of the Indian Constitution?
Ans. S.N. Mukherjee
3. When was the Indian constitution enacted?
Ans. 26 November, 1949

HE

4. Who was the President of the Constituent Assembly?
Ans. Dr. Rajendra Prasad

OT

5. Who was the Chairman of the Drafting Committee?
Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

BR

6. How many members were included in the Constituent Assembly?
Ans. 389 members
7. After the Partition of India, how many members remained in the Constituent Assembly?
Ans. 299 members

YA

L

8. Who was the constitutional advisor of the Government of India?
Ans. B.N. Rao.
Under whose recommendations the Constituent Assembly was set up?
Cabinet Mission
Name the official language of India?
Hindi

G

O

9.
Ans.
10.
Ans.

11. According to which amendment of the Indian Constitution, the words “socialist, secular, and
integrity” were added in the Preamble?
Ans. 42nd amendment
12. How does the Preamble begin?
Ans. The Preamble begins with the words: “We the people of India.”
13. What does secular mean?
Ans. Secular means that the citizens have complete freedom to follow any religion.
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14. Who was the social revolutionary, thinker and agitator against caste divisions?
Ans. Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar
15. What determines the rights of citizens and the powers of the government?
Ans. The Constitution (as the supreme law of the country).

17. What are the four ideals of the constitution?
Ans. Four ideals of the constitution are(i) Justice
(ii) Liberty

HA

N

16. What do you understand by the term Preamble?
Ans. The political horoscope of the constitution which includes the basic features and philosophy of
the Constitution.

(iii) Equality

(iv) Fraternity

AK

(iv) democratic

PR

19. What are the five cordial features of the Indian Constitution?
Ans. Five cordial features of the Indian constitution are:
(i) sovereign
(ii) secular
(iii) socialist
(v) republic

AS

18. What do you mean by the word sovereign?
Ans. It means people have supreme right to make decisions on internal as well as external matters.

RS

20. What do you mean by the term “Liberty”?
Ans. The idea of Liberty refers to the freedom without any restrictions on Indian Citizens in the terms
of their thought, expressions and actions.

HE

21. Define the term “Justice”.
Ans. Justice stands for the rule of law, absence of arbitrariness and a system of equal rights, freedom
and opportunities for all in a society.
22. Identify and rewrite the given statements.

OT

(i) Mahatma Gandhi wanted to make Tamil as the national language.
Ans. Mahatma Gandhi wanted to make Hindi as the national language.

BR

(ii) The 44th Constitutional Amendment was done in 1972.
Ans. The 42nd Constitutional Amendment was done in 1976.
has been taken from the Russian Revolution in

YA

L

23. Social, economic and political
the Indian Constitution.
Ans. Justice
24. The year 1960 is related to
Ans. Berubari

case.

O

C. Short Answer Type Questions

[2 Marks]

G

1. Give any two points by discussing the significance of the Indian Constitution.

Ans. The significance of the Indian Constitution:
(i) It enabled people belonging to different classes, castes and communities to share a new
political experience by coming together with each other.
(ii) It strengthened democratic institutions of the country and also it wanted to heal the wounds
of the past.
(iii) It wanted the sovereignty among the people of India.
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2. Write the name of any five leaders who played an important role in the Constituent Assembly
while making Constitution?
Ans. Five leaders who played an important role in the Constituent Assembly while making Constitution
are:
(i) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
(iii) Dr. Rajendra Prasad

(ii) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
(iv) Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar

N

(v) K.M. Munshi

HA

3. Write any three provision of the Indian Constitution which makes centre more strong?

AK

AS

Ans. Three provision of the Indian Constitution which makes centre more strong are:
(i) The Union government has control over many minerals and important industries.
(ii) More subject were included in the Union list.
(iii) Article 356 empowers the centre to take over the state administration on the recommendation
of the Governor of State.

PR

4. What are the two features of the Indian Constitution that had a substantial agreement?
Ans. Features of the Indian Constitution:
(i) Granting the right to vote to every adult citizen known as Universal Adult Franchise.
(ii) Emphasis on secularism, it is the soul of the Indian Constitution.

HE

RS

5. How can you say that the right to vote to every adult in Indian Constitution is a unique provision?
Ans. The right to vote to every adult citizen of India is a unique feature of the Indian Constitution.
The people in the United States and the United Kingdom got this right after a long struggle but
the Indians got this during the framing of the Constitution, by knowing its value and choosing
there own representatives for the formation of nation building and growth.

OT

6. Define “Democratic State”?
Ans. A democratic country, government or political system is governed by representatives who are
elected by the people for fixed term.

L

BR

7. Mention how the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 were incorporated in the
Indian Constitution by the assembly members?
Ans. Government of India Act, 1935 had a provision of the strong and United Centre; this provision
was incorporated in the Indian Constitution by the assembly members and they gave a very
strong Centre to the country.

G

O

YA

8. Mention the issue of Hindi as a national language?
Ans. The language committee of the Constituent Assembly had suggested the issue of Hindi as a
national language are as follows:
(i) Hindi in the Devnagri script would be the official language of India.
(ii) The transition to Hindi would be gradual for the first 15 years, English would remain in use
for all official purposes.
(iii) Each province will be allowed to one regional language for official work in the province.
9. What are the basis to classify the states as unitary and federal?
Ans. The classification can be done by following:
(i) The relations between the center and state, the government in case of unitary government all
powers are vested with the central government.
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(ii) Whereas in case of the federal government, the power is divided between the centre and state
by a Constitutional method.
10. Which Fundamental Right enables a person to move the court for issuance of writs?
Ans. Right to Constitutional Remedies enables a person to move the Supreme Court or High Courts
for issuance of writs.

AS

HA

N

11. Distinguish between the term an enacted constitution and an evolved constitution?
Ans. Difference between:
(i) An enacted constitution is a man-made constitution it is made, enacted and adopted by an
assembly or council called a Constituent Assembly or constitutional council. It is duly passed
after the thorough discussion over its objectives, principles and provisions. It is written in
the form of a book or as a series of documents.
(ii) An evolved constitution is one which is not made at anytime by any assembly or institutions.
It is the product of historical evolution and also of political needs and practical wisdom of
the people.

PR

AK

12. What do you mean by the judicial review?
Ans. Judicial review allows supreme Court to review all laws and regulations made by the
legislature thus entitling it with role of interpreter and guardian of the Constitution. If the
Judiciary finds any such law interfering or violating the Fundamental Rights, it can declare
it unconstitutional.

OT

HE

RS

13. Explain the types of emergency.
Ans. The types of emergency:
(i) National Emergency (Article 352) i.e., emergency resulting from war or external aggression
or threat of external aggressions against India or from armed rebellion within India or in any
of its part.
(ii) Constitutional Emergency in a State or some States (Article 356) i.e., emergency resulting
from the failure of constitutional machinery in any state.
(iii) Financial Emergency (Article 360) i.e., emergency resulting from a threat to financial
stability of India.

YA

L

BR

14. Define the statement ‘India is a union of states’.
Ans. Article I of the Constitution declares, “India, that is Bharat, shall be a Union of States.” It does
not describe India either as a federation. This expression as unitary state. indicates two important
facts: “first that voluntary Indian union is not the result of units of India agreement have no
among sovereign states as was the case in USA, and that the constituent right at to secede from
the union.” India as such is a union of states.

G

O

15. What were the demands of low-caste people and linguistic minorities at the time of making the
Indian Constitution?
Ans. The demands of low-caste people and linguistic minorities
(i) The low-caste people demanded an end to ill-treatment by the upper-caste people.
(ii) They also demanded reservation of separate seats, on the basis of their population, in
legislatures, government departments, and local bodies.
(iii) The linguistic minorities demanded freedom of speech in their respective mother-tongue.
(iv) They also demanded redistribution of provinces on linguistic basis.
16. In the 19th century, what efforts were made by the social reformers for obtaining social justice
and what efforts were made by communists and socialists for obtaining economic justice?
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Ans. Efforts made by social reformers:
(i) The social reformers opposed child marriage and supported widow remarriage.
(ii) The communists and the socialists brought all labourers and peasants together. In other words,
they organised them.

N

17. Explain the fear or concern of many leaders regarding the grant of community rights.
Ans. Though community rights were considered important yet many leaders feared that they might
divide the loyalty of the citizens. They will be a hurdle in maintaining national unity and make
a state weak.
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18. Explain the intentions of the British in not framing the Constitution beforehand. What did they
want?
Ans. British wanted to divide the country by dividing the people. They wanted to keep India as its
slave indirectly even after independence and it should remain under their shadow. That is why,
the British were not framing the Constitution in hand if they could have done then the country's
constitutional problem could have solved earlier which they did not want to do so.
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19. Will the creation of separate electorates solve the problem of minorities? If so, how?
Ans. From one point of view, the separate electorate can solve the problems of minorities. They will
get a chance to choose a representative from their own community as a result, their participation
in administration will increase and they will get their rights in society. But it happens so then
it will prove fatal for national unity.
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20. Describe the different arguments made in favour of protection of people belonging to depressed
class in the Constituent Assembly.
Ans. The following arguments were made in favour of protection of people belonging to depressed
classes in the Constituent Assembly:
(i) It was realised that the depressed classes especially tribals and untouchables needed special
attention and safeguards to raise their status in society and provide them equality. But some
members of the depressed class emphasised that the problem of the “Untouchables” could
not be resolved through protection and safeguards alone.
(ii) These members believed that the disabilities of the depressed class were caused by the social
norms and the moral values of caste divided society. The depressed class had been left in
isolation with this belief that they are not born to be fit in the civil society.
Their suffering was due to their systematic marginalisation. They had no access to education
and also had no share in the administration. Thus, in the Constituent Assembly many recognised
that social discrimination could not solve only through constitutional legislation, there had to be
a change in the attitudes of people within society.

G

O

21. “The discussions within the Constituent Assembly were also influenced by the opinions expressed
by the public”. Examine the statement.
Ans. The public opinion had a considerable effect on the discussions of the Constituent Assembly
that were:
(i) There was public debate on all the resolutions.
(ii) The newspapers reported the arguments presented by different members on any issue.
(iii) Criticisms and counter criticism in the press shaped the nature of the consensus that was
ultimately reached on specific issues.
(iv) Suggestions from the public was also welcomed which created a sense of collective participation.
(v) Many linguistic minorities demanded protection of their mother tongue. Religious minorities
asked for special safeguards.
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22. What do you understand by the term “Separation of power”?
Ans. Both US and Indian Constitutions have three basic divisions in their federal set up known as
executive, legislature and judiciary. The executive governs the country, the legislature enacts
laws and the judiciary administers justice. President of US is the chief executive head of US,
whereas the Union cabinet is headed by the Prime Minister is the real chief executive body in
India. Both US and India have a bicameral legislature. US ‘legislature has an upper and lower
house known as the House of Senate and the House of Representatives respectively and the
Indian Parliament has Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha as its Lower and Upper house respectively.
Both US and India have a well organised judiciary, having the Supreme Court or the Federal
Court as the apex court and a number of other courts in various states to administer original
and appellate jurisdictions.
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23. How is judicial independence ensured in the Constitution of the United States of America?
Ans. Judicial independence is ensured in the Constitution of the United States of America in the
following ways: The federal judges may be removed only by impeachment and conviction
of treason, bribery, or other high crimes Judicial impeachments are conducted by the House
of Representatives and require conviction by the Senate. They are very rare. The process is
deliberately difficult, to guard against judges being impeached for political reasons. Judicial
Independence is also enhanced by the selection process for federal judges. Federal judges are
appointed by the President when vacancies occur. They must be confirmed by a majority vote
in the Senate before taking office.
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24. Discuss the importance of the Preamble to the Indian Constitution.
Ans. The Preamble to a Constitution embodies the fundamental values and the philosophy, on which
the Constitution is based. The philosophy of the Indian Constitution is reflected in the Preamble.
The term ‘Sovereign’ states that India is an independent State and it is not subject to control
by any external power or authority though it is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations.
The word ‘Republic’ means India is neither a monarchy nor an oligarchy. We have an elected
President instead of a king at the head of our State. The preamble declares that the India is
Republic and shall be a democratic in the representative form. The ultimate power remains in
the electorate comprising the entire adult population.
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25. Briefly discuss the Directive Principles of the Indian Constitution.
Ans. The Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) is contained in Part IV, Articles 36-51 of the
Indian Constitution. The Directive principles are broad directives given to the state in accordance
with which the legislative and executive powers of the state are to be exercised. They are
an ‘instrument of instructions’ which are formulated in the government of India Act, 1935.
DPSP seeks to establish economic and social democracy in the country. It’s a measure of the
performance of the government.

G

O

26. Explain four features of an Authoritarian State.
Ans. Four features of an Authoritarian State are as follows:
(i) Power is vested in one hand: One ruler or a small group of leaders have the real power.
The authoritarian government can be formed by kings, emperors, a small group of aristocrats,
military leaders, dictators and even President or Prime Minister.
(ii) No say of citizens in decision making: There can be elections of contract between the rulers
and citizens but citizen don’t have any say in the way they are ruled out. The ruler chooses
how to govern the people. Citizens don’t have any voice in decision making and have to
obey the authoritarian ruler.
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(iii) The title of ruler doesn’t indicate type of government: The leaders are usually from small
group, like top military officials or aristocratic families. For example, countries like Myanmar,
Cuba, China and Iran have authoritarian regime.
(iv) Freedom for citizens: The citizens don’t have any right like freedom of speech, press or
religion and they have to submit to the desires of the ruler.
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27. Is the distinction between a written constitution and an unwritten constitution a real one? Explain.
Ans. A distinction between written and unwritten constitution is not systematic or concrete. There
is neither any constitution which is wholly written nor the one which is completely unwritten.
Every written constitution has some unwritten elements and every unwritten constitution has
some written elements. For example, U.S.A. is a written constitution, but it is overlaid with
conventions and traditions. The Constitution of America proposes an indirect election of the
President, but presidential election has become direct. Moreover, theoretically the President of
US is vested with executive power, but partially he is also a ‘Chief Legislator’. Even Indian
Constitution gives discretion to the President and the Governor to appoint anyone as Prime
Minister and Chief Minister, but convention has grown to select the leader of the majority party.
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28. Distinguish between judicial activism and judicial restraint.
Ans. Judicial activism and judicial restraint are two opposing approaches. It is related to judicial
system of a country and it is a means to check against misuse of power of government or any
constitutional body. The difference between the two is as follows(i) Judicial activism refers to the interpretation of the Constitution to support current values and
conditions. Conversely, judicial restraint delimits the powers of the judges to strike down a law.
(ii) In judicial restraint, the court should support every action of the Congress and the state
legislatures unless it is found to be violating the Constitution of the country. In judicial
restraint, the courts usually submit to inter-pretations of the Constitution by the Congress or
any other constitutional body.
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29. Explain any three rights conferred under the Right to Freedom of Religion in the Constitution
of India.
Ans. Three rights conferred under the Right to Freedom of Religion in Indian Constitution (Article
25-28) are as follows :
(i) Article 25 allows freedom of conscience and free profession, to practice and propagate one’s
religion.
(ii) Article 26 allows freedom to manage one’s religious affairs.
(iii) Article 27 allows freedom of payment of taxes for promoting any specific religion.
(iv) Article 28 allows freedom to attend religious instructions or religious worship given in some
educational institutions.
30. What do you understand by the term federalism?
Ans. Federalism refers to a system of government in which the power is divided between central
and state government. The state government looks after maintenance of law and order in their
respective states, while central government deals with the issues of national importance like
defence and foreign affairs. Federalism is a part of the basic structure of the Indian Constitution
which cannot be destroyed or changed through constitutional amendments under the constitutional
powers of Parliament. Most democratic countries in the world are governed by a federal system,
such as US, India, etc.
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31. Explain the meaning of communalism and discuss its effects on the functioning of Indian
democracy.
Ans. ‘Communalism’ refers to aggressive chauvinism based on religious identity. Chauvinism is an
attitude which considers one’s own group as legitimate and worthy while others as inferior and
illegitimate. In simple language, it is an aggressive political ideology linked to religion. Since,
India is a multi-religion country, communalism is often used as a tool to serve the selfish motive
of the politicians.
Communalism is a sensitive issue in context of India because it is a recurrent source of violence
and tensions. Communal riots are conducted to safe the false pride of the respective communities.
People got to the extent of looting, raping and massacring others in the name of violence. Some
example of communalism riots are anti-Sikh riots of Delhi in 1984 under congress government
and anti-Muslim violence in Gujarat in 2002 under BJP government.
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32. Discuss the steps involved in the framing of the Indian Constitution?
Ans. The drafting of the document called the Constitution was done by an assembly of elected
representatives called the Constituent Assembly. Elections to the Constituent Assembly were
held in July 1946. Its first meeting was held in December 1946. Soon after, the country was
divided into India and Pakistan. The Constituent Assembly was also divided into the Constituent
Assembly of India and that of Pakistan. The Constituent Assembly that wrote the Indian
Constitution had 299 members. The Assembly adopted the Constitution on 26 November, 1949
and it came into force on 26 January, 1950.
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33. How did the Constituent Assembly work to prepare the Constitution for India?
Ans. The Constituent Assembly worked in a systematic, open and consensual manner. First, some
basic principles were decided and agreed upon. Then, a Drafting Committee chaired by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar prepared a draft constitution for discussion. Several rounds of thorough discussion took
place, clause by clause. More than 2000 amendments were considered. The members deliberated for
114 days spread over 3 years. Every document presented and every word spoken in the Constituent
Assembly was recorded and preserved. These are called ‘Constituent Assembly Debates’.
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34. India is a Secular, Democratic, Republic. Explain.
Ans. The constitution established Secular, Democratic, Republican system in India. A secular state
means that all religions are given equal treatment in the state. All religions enjoy equal freedom.
In secular states, there is no particular state religion. The citizens are not discriminated on
the basis of religion. All the people can adopt any religion which they like. They also enjoy
the freedom of worship. A democratic state means that all citizens enjoy equal rights. The
administration is run by the representatives elected by the people during periodical elections.
The Republic means that the head of the state will not be an emperor. He will be the President
who is indirectly elected by an Electoral medium.

G

35. What were the limitations of the Constitutional reforms during the colonial period?
Ans. The Constitutional reforms, during the colonial period were in the response to the increasing
demand of representative government. But Indians had no direct role in the passing of these
different Acts (1909, 1919 and 1935). They were also enforced by the colonial government.
There was definitely an expansion of the electorate that elected the provincial bodies. But even
in 1935, this right remained limited to 10-15% of the adult population. Till then, there was no
arrangement for Universal Adult Franchise. The legislatures which were elected under the Act
of 1935 were operating within the framework of colonial rule. They were responsible to the
Governor appointed by the British.
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36. Explain how the constructional developments before 1946 were different from those made by
the Constituent Assembly.
Ans. The constructional efforts made before 1946 were quite different from the constructional efforts
made for the setting up of the Constituent Assembly. The Indians had no role in the passing of
Government of India Acts of 1909, 1919 and 1935. These laws were framed and implemented
by the colonial government. However, the number of members in the Provincial Assemblies
were increased. But till 1935, only 10 to 15% of the adult population enjoyed the right to cast
vote. There was no provision for Universal Adult Franchise. The Provincial Assemblies elected
under the Government of India Act, 1935, were working under the colonial rule. They were
responsible to Governor-General who was appointed by the British Government On the other
hand, Nehru on 13 December 1946 talked of a constitution for an independent and the sovereign
Indian Republic.
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37. In the Constituent Assembly, our law-makers had to discern many conflicting interests. Give a
few examples to explain this statement.
Ans. The Constituent Assembly of India encouraged public debates. It was always influenced by
the opinions expressed by the public. All its recommendations and deliberations were reported
in newspapers. It was done to reach a consensus on specific issues. It also encouraged public
participation. On many intricate issues, the public submitted its responses. Hence, there were
views and counter views. Therefore, our law-makers had to take an account of many conflicting
interests. A few examples are given here below:
(i) Calcutta-based All India Varnashrama Swarajya Sangh suggested that our Constitution should
enshrine principles as laid down in ancient Hindu books.
(ii) Some people proposed the abattoirs should be closed and cow-slaughter should be prohibited.
(iii) The people belonging to low-castes demanded that their ill-treatment by upper-caste people
must end. They also wanted reservation of seats in the legislature and government departments.
(iv) Religious minorities demanded special safeguards.
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38. How was the American Constitution finalised and explain its results?
Ans. There were certain problems in the making of American Constitution, keeping in mind the
interests of all the constituent states and making proper provisions for the strength of the federal
system. There was another problem that to what extent voters could be limited. Even then the
Nation-builders formed such a Constitution which is standing high even today and which has
become base of formation of a great nation.
D. Long Answer Type Questions

[4 Marks]
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1. Elaborate any three salient features that are the part of Indian constitution?
Ans. The salient features that are the part of the Indian Constitution are the following:
(i) Federalism: Federalism refers to the system of government in which power is divided between
Central government and State government. The State government looks after the maintenance
of law and order in their respective States. On the other hand, Central government deals with
the issues of National importance.
(ii) Parliamentary Form of government: India has a parliamentary form of government in
which people elect their own representatives, who are responsible for the whole country. The
Constitution has granted the principle of Universal Adult Franchise, where every citizen of
India above 18 years has a right to vote.
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(iii) Separation of Powers: There is a division of power between three branches of government
Legislature, Executive and Judiciary. There is a balance of power among the all organs. Hence,
the Legislature is responsible for making the laws, the executive is for implementation of the
laws and the judiciary for punishing those who violating the laws.
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2. Explain the following kinds of Constitution:
(a) Written.
(b) Unwritten.
(c) Enacted.
Ans. (a) A written Constitution is a document or a collection of documents contains the Fundamental
rules regarding the main organs and institutions of government. It is formulated and planned
constitution, by Constituent Assembly.
(b) An unwritten Constitution evolves out of documentations of rules and regulation. The rules
are practised in the country and become a part of the constitution. It cannot describe through
single document, by it contains many sources to describe itself, such as Britain’s Constitution.
(c) An enacted constitution emerges from the continuous Human effort. It is formulated by
Constituent Assembly or by King/Queen, or a Parliament. It is a form of document or a
series of document. Also known as Self-made Constitution.
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3. Differentiate between parliamentary form of government and presidential form of government?
Ans. Following are the difference between the parliamentary and the presidential form of government:
(i) In the parliamentary form of government it has dependent relationship between the
legislative and executive body whereas the functioning of judiciary is independent. In a
parliamentary form of government, the executive power is divided into two parts: the head
of the state (President) and the head of the government (Prime Minister). In this form of
government the executive body, the council of ministers are accountable to the Parliament.
(ii) On the other hand, in the presidential form of government, the three organs of the
government: executive, legislative, and Judiciary work independently of each other. In
presidential form of government, the president is the chief executive. There is no such
accountability in the presidential form of government, the executive Body is not accountable
to the Parliament for its acts.
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4. What do you understand by a liberal Democratic state? Describe any four features of a liberal
democratic state.
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Ans. A liberal democratic state refers to the ideology of a representative democracy with liberal outlook
that focuses special attention on minorities and weaker sections. Its four features are as follows:
(i) It is characterised by fair, free and competitive elections between multiple distinct political parties.
(ii) Powers are separated into different branches of government.
(iii) Equal protection of Human Rights, civil rights and political freedom for all people.
(iv) Liberal democracy often draw upon a Constitution, either formally written or unmodified, to
deliberate the powers of government.
(v) This outlook can be seen in the Indian Constitution.

G

5. How were the Directive Principles of State Policy implemented?
Ans. The Directive Principles of State Policy is contained in Part IV, Articles 36-51 of the Indian
constitution. The Directive principles are broad directives given to the state in accordance with
which the legislative and executive powers of the state are to be exercised.
(a) Socialist and Economic Principles: The socialist and economic principles always aim to
shape our country into a Welfare State. The State shall strive to minimise the inequalities in
income and try to eliminate inequalities in status, facilities and opportunities by directing the
following policies
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Adequate means of livelihood for all citizen irrespective of men and women equally.
Equal distribution of wealth and resources among all classes.
Equal pay for equal work for both men and women.
Just and humane conditions of work, a decent standard of living, full employment, leisure
and social and cultural opportunities.
(v) Protection of children, youth against exploitation and against moral and material
abandonment.
(vi) Provision of work and compulsory education for all people, relief in case of
unemployment, old age, sickness and disability and other cases of undeserved want.
(vii) Protection of adult and child labour.
(b) Gandhian Principles: Our constitution framers wanted to implement the Gandhian principles
for which the State shall take the following steps:
(i) To organise village panchayats and endow them with power and authority to enable them
to function as unit of self-government.
(ii) To promote cottage industries and village industries on an individual or co-operative basis
in rural areas.
(iii) To prohibit consumption of intoxicating and injurious drinks and drugs.
(iv) To promote educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of the people
particularly SC’s, ST’s.
(v) To establish social justice and equity.
(vi) To organise agricultural and animal husbandry on modem and scientific lines.
(vii) To prohibit the slaughter of cows and other useful cattle.
(viii) To protect and improve environment and safeguard the forests and wild life of the country.
(ix) To protect, preserve and maintain places of national historical importance.
(x) To separate the judiciary from the executive.
(c) International Principles: Principles enjoined in Article 51 under international principles are
some provisions to the State relating to ensure international peace and security. The State
shall attempt:
(i) To promote international peace and security;
(ii) To maintain just and honourable relations between nations;
(iii) To foster respect for international law and treaty obligations;
(iv) To encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitration.
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(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
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6. Critically examine the importance of the preamble of the Indian Constitution.
Ans. The Preamble to a Constitution embodies the fundamental values and the philosophy, on which
the Constitution is based. The philosophy of the Indian Constitution is reflected in the Preamble.
The term ‘Sovereign’ states that India is an independent State and it is not subject to control
by any external power or authority though it is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations
The word ‘Republic’ means India is neither a monarchy nor an oligarchy. We have an elected
President instead of a king at the head of our State. The Preamble declares that the India is
Republic and shall be a democratic in the representative form. The ultimate power remains in
the electorate comprising the entire adult population.
To emphasise these values, the Constitution framers have resorted to the use of the
concepts like justice, liberty, equality and fraternity. Justice-social, economic and political
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to be secured through the provisions of Fundamental Rights. The Directive Principles of
State Policy ensures that Liberty is guaranteed to the individuals through the provision of
Fundamental Rights, which are enforceable in the court of law. The Preamble secures to all
citizens equality of States and opportunity in civic or political field. The unity and integrity
of the nation is sought to secured by the use of the word ‘Fraternity’ in the Preamble and
by the provisions of fundamental duties and single citizenship in the Constitution. The use
of these words in the Preamble shows, it embodies the basic philosophy and fundamental
values on which the Constitution is based. It very well reflects the dreams and aspirations
of the founding fathers of the Constitution.
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7. Write the similarities of the federal systems of the United States of America and India.
Ans. The similarities between two countries of the federal systems are as follows:
(i) Both US and India have a written Constitution based on the official political structure has
been set up and government are functioning.
(ii) Both Constitution have provisions for amending the Constitution to meet the growing social,
political and economic needs and demands of their respective countries.
(iii) The US Constitution has insured the Fundamental Rights of its citizens through “the Bill of
right”.
(iv) The Indian Constitution has guaranteed the fundamental rights of the people in the Article
14 to 35 in part three of the Indian Constitution.
(v) In the both countries the federal or Union government is supreme in the present Federal structure.
(vi) Both US and Indian Constitution have three basic division in the federal Structure known
as- executive, legislature, and judiciary. The executive Governs the country, the legislature
enacts laws and the judiciary administer justice.
(vii) Both US and India have a bi-cameral legislature.
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8. Evaluate the principles of judicial review, with reference to India.
Ans. Judicial review refers to the power of the judiciary to interpret the constitution and to declare
such law or order of the legislature and executive void, if it finds them in conflict the Constitution
of India.
The critics describe Judicial review as an undemocratic system. It empowers the court to decide
the fate of the laws passed by the legislative, which represent the sovereign will of the people.
The Constitution of India does not clearly describe the system of judicial review. It rests upon
the basis of several articles of the Constitution.
When the law is stuck down by the Supreme Court as unconstitutional, the decision becomes
effective from the date on which the judgment is delivered. Now a law can face judicial review
only when a question of its Constitutionality arises in any case being heard by the Supreme
Court. A judicial review decision creates more problems than it’s all settled.
Several critics regard the judicial review system as a reactionary system. They hold that while
determining the constitutional validity of a law, the Supreme Court often adopts a legalistic and
conservative approach. It can reject progressive laws enacted by the legislature, judicial review
is a source of a delay and inefficiency.
9. Which problems did India face at the time of its Independence? Briefly explain any of the two
problems.
Ans. India had faced two main problems at the time of Independence:
(i) Problem of Refugees: There was an atmosphere of joy and hope on Independence Day 15
August 1947. But this was an unforgettable moment for innumerable Muslims and Hindus
and Sikhs who lived In Pakistan. Millions of refugees moved from one place to another.
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Muslims were moving towards East and West Pakistan and Hindus and Sikhs were moving
towards West Bengal and the Eastern part of Punjab. Many of them died before they reached
their destination and those who survived had to be rehabilitated.
(ii) Problem of Local Kingdoms: There was another serious problem in front of the country and
that was the problem of local kingdoms. During the British rule, almost one-third part of the
country was under the control of those nawabs and maharajas who owed allegiance to the
British crown. They had the freedom to run their territory as they wished. When the British
left India, the constitutional status of these nawabs and maharajas remained ambiguous. Few
of these maharajas were dreaming of independent power in divided India. Indian freedom
was incomplete without taking these states into the Union of India.
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10. Explain the problems raised in the Constituent Assembly about the tribals. What did they want
for them?
Ans. The issue of the tribals was raised in the Constituent Assembly mainly by N G. Ranga and Jaipal
Singh. N. G. Ranga referred to them as the oppressed people. He highlighted their problems
which are as under.
(i) They were uprooted from the place where they lived.
(ii) They were devoid of the Jungles and meadows.
(iii) They were forced to run in search of new houses.
(iv) They were looked down upon by society as they were primitive and backward.
(v) The tribals had their own laws and lands. No one can snatch them, but many traders bought
their land in the name of the open market.
They enslaved the tribal people and kept them as slaves from generation to generation. Jaipal
laid stress on the point that the hiatus between the tribals and the rest of the society must be
filled the emotional and material gap between them and the society must be filled up. He pleaded
that seats must be reserved for the tribals in the Assembly. It will compel the people to hear the
voice of the tribals and to go near them.
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11. Why did several members in the Constituent Assembly support the cause of the depressed classes?
What did the Assembly finally recommend for them?
Ans. During the freedom struggle, Dr Ambedkar demanded separate constituencies for the backward
classes. Mahatma Gandhi opposed it by saying that, it will segregate them from the mainstream
of society. The issue was much debated in the Constituent Assembly.
(i) The members of the backward classes stated that society made use of their labour and services
but kept them away from the social mainstream. The people of upper castes avoided to meet
them. They neither eat with them nor allow the people belonging backward classes to visit
temples.
(ii) Numerically the backward class people were not a minority. They constitute 20 to 25% of
the total population. But they have been kept away from society They have neither education
nor participation in administration.
(iii) The Constituent Assembly dominated by members of upper castes, stated. “We have been
crushed for centuries’. We have been so crushed that our brain and body do not work. Our
heart has become feeling less. Now we are not able to move ahead. This is our plight.
At last, the Constituent Assembly suggested the following:
(i) Untouchability will be eradicated.
(ii) The Hindu temples will be opened to people belonging to all castes.
(iii) Seats will be reserved for backward classes in the Assemblies and Educational institutions.
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12. Examine any four major issues that went into the making of the Indian Constitution.
Ans. The making of the Indian Constitution was greatly influenced by many subjects or issues. These
issues were such without which the establishment of real democracy was not possible Out of
these important issues, the main was as follows:
(i) Political equality and socio-economic Justice: The right to Universal Adult Franchise was
the symbol of political equality. However, this political equality was incomplete without social
and economic Justice So, it was essential to abolish social and economic discrimination.
(ii) Issues concerning the Dalits and the untouchables: It was essential to give special
patronage for the upliftment of the Dalits and the Untouchables. The same was needed for
the scheduled tribes.
(iii) Centralised federation: A federal government with a strong centre was set up to maintain
the unity and integrity of the nation. This federation was a symbol of unity amidst diversity.
(iv) Separate electorate: The Dalits and minority communities were demanding separate
electorate so that they may be able to get their representatives elected in the legislature. But
it could endanger one's loyalty towards the state. So, this view was rejected and to remove
this apprehension or misgiving, seats were reserved for the Dalits. The reservation of seats
for the Dalits in the Legislature was a solution to the demand for a separate electorate.

[4 Marks]

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
Made in the mid-20th century, the Constitution of India is a unique constitution not only for being
the constitution of world’s largest democracy but also for embodying the best features of a number
of constitutions of the world. It owes its qualities to the founding fathers who sat in the Constituent
Assembly for nearly three years to formulate it. In its preparation, they depended upon several sources.
They kept before them ideals and values of the National Movement as well as depended upon several
foreign Constitutions, their own perceptions and values and the views of experts. They used several
sources to weave the constitutional provisions into a solid and stable democratic constitutional system
for India. The Constitution of India became fully operational on 26 January, 1950 and from that golden
day till today, it has been evolving through several constitutional amendments, Acts of Parliament,
Decisions of the Supreme Court and several Conventions. Its interpretations by constitutional experts
have also helped it to grow. All these are then the sources of the Indian Constitution.

YA

(i) Which is the world’s largest democracy?
Ans. India

O

(ii) How much time does Constitution take in an enactment?
Ans. 2 years, 11 months, 18 days

G

(iii) What do you understand by the term ‘Amendment’?
Ans. The term amendment is associated with a change made to something especially the words of
a text. With reference to the Constitution it stands for change in previous law or adding new
law.
Passage 2

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
“We, the People of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a Sovereign, Socialist,
Secular, Democratic, Republic and to secure to all its citizens
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(i) Name the words from which the Preamble of the Indian Constitution begin.
Ans. We the people

AS

(ii) In which year was the Indian Constitution adopted?
Ans. 1949

HA

Justice, social, economic, and political;
Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;
Equality of status and of opportunity;
and to promote among them all
Fraternity, assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation;
In our Constituent Assembly, this twenty sixth day of November 1949, do hereby Adopt,
Enact and Give to Ourselves this Constitution.”

N

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

Passage 3

AK

(iii) What do you understand by the term ‘Socialism’?
Ans. Socialism is the set of beliefs that all people are equal and should share equally in a country's
money, or the political system based on these beliefs.

HE

RS

PR

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
The Constitution of India provides for a parliamentary system of government at the centre as well as in
every state. It is modeled on the British pattern of parliamentary form of government. The President of
India is the constitutional head of state with nominal powers. The Union Council of Ministers headed
by the Prime Minister constitutes the real executive. Ministers are essentially the members of the
Union Parliament. The Council of Ministers is collectively responsible, for all its acts before the Lok
Sabha. The Lok Sabha can remove the Ministry by passing a vote of no-confidence and the Council
of Ministers under the leadership of the Prime Minister has the power to get the Lok Sabha dissolved
by the President. Likewise, in every state also a parliamentary government, on similar lines is at work.

OT

(i) Who is the constitutional head of the state?
Ans. President

BR

(ii) How can Lok Sabha remove the ministry?
Ans. Vote of no confidence

G

O

YA

L

(iii) What happens after dissolving of the Lok Sabha by the President before its fix term?
Ans. In such cases President order for fresh election which is called the mid-term election. It takes
place in entrire constituency of the Lok Sabha like General Election.
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Fundamental Rights and
Directive Principles
of State Policy

N

3

HA

SUMMARY

AS

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: MEANING

AK

 Fundamental rights are the basic human rights enshrined in the Constitution of India which are
guaranteed to all citizens. They are defined as basic human freedoms which every Indian citizen
has the right to enjoy for a proper and harmonious development of his/her personality.

PR

 They are applied without discrimination on the basis of race, religion, gender, etc. Significantly,
they are enforceable by the courts, subject to certain conditions. These rights universally apply to
all citizens, irrespective of race, place of birth, religion, caste, creed, colour or sex.

The Indian Bill of Rights: Importance

RS

 Such a list of rights mentioned and protected by the Constitution is called the ‘Bill of Rights’.

HE

 A Bill of Rights prohibits government from thus acting against the rights of the individuals and
ensures a remedy in case there is violation of these rights.
 The Bill of Rights is the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution.

OT

 It guarantees civil rights and liberties to the individual, like freedom of speech, press, and religion.

Nature of Indian Bill of Rights

G

O

YA

L

BR

 An elaborate and comprehensive bill of rights
 No natural and unmentioned rights
 Special rights and protections for the minorities
 Negative and positive rights
 Non-inclusion of social and economic rights in Part - III
 No absolute rights
 Difference between citizens and aliens
 Enforcement of fundamental rights
 Parliament has the power to amend the constitution
 Provision for suspension of rights

Fundamental Rights of the Indian People
Fundamental
(i) Right
(ii) Right
(iii) Right

Rights:
to Equality (Article 14-18)
to Freedom (Article 19-22)
against Exploitation (Article 23-24)
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(iv) Right to Freedom of Religion (Article 25-28)
(v) Educational and Cultural Rights (Article 29-30)
(vi) Right to Constitutional Remedies (Article 32-35)

Provision for Preventive Detention and Issue of Security of Fundamental Rights

N

 The Constitution provides for two types of preventive detention:
(a) Preventive detention for a period of less than 2 months.
(b) for a period of more than 2 months.

Fundamental Rights: An Evaluation

HE

 Excessive Exceptions

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

 There are some safeguards against misuse of the provisions for Preventive Detention:
(a) Preventive detention can be affected only under an act of the Parliament or a State Legislature.
(b) The detaining authority has to communicate to the detained person on the grounds of detention
and the material on which these grounds are framed. However, the detaining authority can
withhold some facts on grounds of public interest.
(c) The detained person has to be provided with an opportunity to make a representation against
his detention.
(d) In case the detention has to be affected for more than two months, the advice of a duly
constituted Advisory Board has to be secured.
(e) A person can be detained only on the grounds listed in the Preventive Detention Act.
(f) No one can be detained beyond the maximum limit as prescribed by a Preventive Detention Act.

 Difficult Language

 Incorporation of Preventive Detention

OT

 Lack of Social and Economic Rights
 Deletion of Right to Property

BR

 Parliament can amend Fundamental Rights
 Provision for Suspension

L

 Gap between Theory and Practice

YA

 Non-recognition of Natural Rights

Conclusion

G

O

 Fundamental Rights play a very significant role in the life of any citizen.
 These rights can defend during the time of complexity and difficulty and help us grow into a good
human being and that’s why all the rights are the needs of people.

DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY
 Part IV of the Indian Constitution deals with “Directive Principles of State Policy”. The provisions
contained in this part cannot be enforced by any court, but these principles are fundamental in the
governance of the country and it shall be the duty of the state to apply these principles in making
laws.

38
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Classification
The scholars usually classify these into four main categories:
 Socialistic Principles
(a) The state shall try to secure the welfare of the people by a social order
(b) The state shall provide adequate means of livelihood to all citizens

N

(c) To secure equitable distribution of material

(d) To operate the economic system, to prevent the concentration of wealth and means of production

HA

 Gandhian Principles
(a) To promote village panchayats

AS

(b) To promote cottage industries
(c) To promote the educational and economic interest

AK

(d) To organise agriculture and animal husbandry
 Liberal Principles
(b) To provide free and compulsory education

PR

(a) To secure a uniform Civil Code for Indians
(c) To secure the separation of judiciary from the executive
 General Principles
(a) To protect and improve the environment

RS

(d) To provide free legal aid to the poor

HE

(b) To safeguards the forests and wild animals

(c) To protect historical monument, things and places

OT

(d) To promote international peace and security

Implementation

BR

 Zamindari abolition and land reforms

 Revamping of rural and urban institution

L

 Special protection to the weaker section

YA

 Labour welfare legislation

 Protection for women and children

O

 Encouragement of small scale industries
 Free and compulsory education

G

 Steps towards the Raising of Living Standards
 Development of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry
 Nationalism
 Planning
 Land reforms
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Question Bank
[1 Mark]

A. Multiple Choice Questions

1. Which amendments to the constitution together added five new directive principles in the part IV?
(a) 42nd and 44th
(b) 12th and 15th
(c) 45th and 49th
(d) Both (c) and (d)

(b) Legal rights
(d) Natural rights

AS

3. Which rights are enforceable?
(a) Fundamental rights
(c) Directive principles

HA

N

2. Which part of the constitution were designed by the constituent assembly to be complementary
and supplementary to each other?
(a) Part 3rd and Part 4th
(b) Part 5th and Part 8th
(c) Part 9th and Part 11th
(d) Part 10th and Part 15th

(d) Constitution

AK

4. Who grants and guarantees Fundamental Rights to the people?
(a) President
(b) Directive Principles (c) Supreme Court

PR

5. The constitution clearly vests the Fundamental Rights on a constitutional and legal basis and
makes these enforceable by the
(a) Parliament
(b) Judges
(c) Courts
(d) MLAs

RS

6. In which year, 97th Constitution Amendment Act was passed?
(a) 2013
(b) 2012
(c) 2014

(d) 2020

HE

7. Which are the sources of continuity in the policies of the government?
(a) Fundamental Duties
(b) Public Policies
(c) Directive Principles
(d) Fundamental Principles

OT

8. The attainment of directive principles was held to be sacred duty of the
(a) Centre
(b) State
(c) Government
(d) Chief Minister
9. Which has the power to conduct the judicial review over amendments?
(a) Executive
(b) Legislature
(c) Judiciary
(d) Directive Principles

BR

10. The Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles together constitute the
(a) Constitution
(b) Parliament
(c) Conscience of the constitution
(d) Supreme Court

YA

L

11. The directive principles of state policy together constitute a manifesto for securing and
strengthening the socio-economic foundations of
(a) Liberal democracy (b) Indian democracy
(c) Political system (d) All of these

O

12. Which rights are not enforceable?
(a) Directive principles (b) Legal rights

(c) Services rights

(d) Both (a) and (b)

G

13. Under which article, Fundamental Rights can be suspended during emergency?
(a) Article 15
(b) Article 352
(c) Article 21
(d) Article 19

14. In which year, the Suppression of Immoral Traffic with regard to Women and Girls Act was
passed?
(a) 1478
(b) 2013
(c) 1956
(d) 2006
15. The state has made the employment of child labour a crime under the
(a) Legal Act
(b) Industrial Act
(c) Services Act
(d) Amendment Act
40
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16. Which amendment act has amended Article 45 of the Indian Constitution?
(a) 45th
(b) 86th
(c) 55th
(d) 23rd
17. Who has appointed a law commission?
(a) Centre
(b) State

(c) Prime Minister

(d) Vice President

HA

19. Which is always made and managed by the people?
(a) Government
(b) Fundamental Rights
(c) Fundamental Duties
(d) Directive Principles

N

18. Which policy enshrines the directives contained in all the sections of Article 51 of the constitution?
(a) Indian foreign policy
(b) Revised project policy
(c) Hydro policy
(d) Distribution policy

2. (a)
12. (a)

3. (a)
13. (b)

4. (d)
14. (c)

RS

B. Very Short Answer Type Questions

7. (c)
17. (b)

8. (b)
18. (a)

PR

1. (a)
11. (b)

ANSWERS
5. (c)
6. (b)
15. (b) 16. (b)

AK

AS

20. In which system, the government changes after regular intervals and each new government has
to make policies and laws?
(a) Liberal system
(b) Democratic system
(c) Socialist system
(d) Capitalist system
9. (c)
19. (a)

10. (c)
20. (b)

[1 Mark]

HE

1. What does directive principles together constitute?
Ans. The Directive Principles of State Policy together constitute a manifesto for securing and
strengthening the socio-economic foundations of Indian democracy.

OT

2. What does Article 39A provide?
Ans. Article 39A has provided that the State shall secure that the operation of the legal system,
promotes justice and provides free legal aid to the poor and other disabled citizens.

BR

3. What is the aim of the Part IV of the constitution?
Ans. The aim of Part IV of the constitution is to provide for a welfare polity characterised by social,
economic and political justice.

YA

L

4. How are Directive Principles enshrined in the constitution?
Ans. Part IV lists several directive principles from Article 36 to Article 51. These have been, however,
neither classified nor systematically arranged.

G

O

5. What does Article 48A state?
Ans. Article 48A states that the state shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to
safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country.
6. What does Gledhill observe on the Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles?
Ans. Fundamental Rights are injunctions to prohibit the government from doing certain things, the
Directive Principles are affirmative instructions to the government to do certain things.
7. What is the 86th amendment of the constitution?
Ans. It is endeavour to provide early childhood care and education for all children until they complete
six years of age.
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8. What does Article 37 state?
Ans. Article 37 clearly states that the provisions contained in Part IV of Directive Principles shall not
be enforceable by any court.
9. What does Criminal Law Amendment Act provide?
Ans. Criminal Law Amendment Act 1983 is provided for punishment of rape with a minimum of
seven years of imprisonment.

HA

N

10. What does Article 19(1)(g) guarantee?
Ans. Article 19(1)(g) guarantees the freedom to practise any profession or to carry on any occupation,
trade or business.

AS

11. What view does Article 368 upheld?
Ans. It always upheld the view that Fundamental Rights could be amended, if need to be used for
implementing the directive principles.

AK

12. What was the intend of 97th Constitutional Amendment Act?
Ans. It was intended to encourage the Corporative Movement in the country.

PR

13. Name some legislative enactments.
Ans. Several legislative enactments like Factories Act 1948, Mines Act 1952, and Plantation Act 1951.

RS

14. Name some boards that have been set up for the promotion of cottage industries.
Ans. All India Khadi and Village Industries Board, Small Scale Industries Board, Silk Board, All
India Handicraft Board, All India Handloom Board, etc.
15. List some multi-purpose projects.
Ans. Bhakhra-Nangal Project, Hirakud Project, Damodar Valley Project, Chambal River Project.
as well as

.

protects the right to move out of the country and the right to come back

OT

17. Article
to the country.
Ans. 21

HE

16. Right to Elementary Education is available to both
Ans. Citizens as well as foreigners

BR

18. Identify and rewrite the statement: It directs the state to provide early childhood care and
education to children until they complete the age of five years.
Ans. Six

YA

L

19. Identify and rewrite the statement : the fundamental duty to provide opportunities for education
to children between the ages of 6 and 14 years was later added to the constitution through the
76th Amendment Act, 2000.
Ans. 86th Amendment Act, 2002

G

O

20. Freedom to manage religious affairs is a fundamental right under which right?
Ans. The “Right to Freedom of Religion”

C. Short Answer Type Questions
[2 Marks]
1. What does Directive Principles of State Policy contain?
Ans. The Directive Principles of State Policy contains a list of socio-economic rights and freedom
which the state is expected to secure for the people through suitable legislative enactments. It
together constitutes a manifesto for securing and strengthening the socio-economic foundations
of Indian democracy.
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2. What does Article 37 declare?
Ans. Article 37 declares that “The provisions contained in the Part IV of the Indian Constitution shall
not be enforceable by any court, but the principles laid down are nevertheless fundamental in
the governance of the country and it shall be the duty of the state to apply these principles in
making laws”.

HA

N

3. What does Article 39(f) provide?
Ans. Article 39(f) has provided that “the state shall direct its policy towards securing for the children
opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity
and for protecting children and youth from exploitation and against material abandonment”.

AK

AS

4. By the 44th Amendment Act (1978) a new directive principle, Article 38(2) was added to Part
IV, what does it provide?
Ans. Article 38(2) added to Part IV it reads “The state shall, in particular, strive to minimise
the inequalities in income, and endeavour to eliminate inequalities in status, facilities and
opportunities, not only amongst individuals but also amongst groups of people, residing in
different areas or engaged in different vocations”.

RS

PR

5. How does the state extend help and encouragement to small scale and cottage industries?
Ans. The state extends help and encouragement to small scale and cottage industries. Several boards
have been set up for the promotion of cottage industries: All India Khadi and Village Industries
Board, Small Scale Industries Board, All India Handicraft Board, All India Handloom Board,
the Coir Board and several other such boards have been established for this purpose.

OT

HE

6. How have states taken several steps for introducing prohibition?
Ans. The states have taken several steps for introducing prohibition. However, the problems involved
in securing total prohibition have forced the State to encourage prohibition through proper
education, publicity and mass media. Every attempt is being made to check the consumption
of intoxicating drinks and drugs. Stringent laws have been made to prevent the smuggling of
narcotics into India.

YA

L

BR

7. Why did critics held that several principles laid down as Directive Principles of State Policy are
reactionary?
Ans. Many critics hold that several principles laid down as Directive Principles of State Policy
are reactionary. Written during 1947-49 several of the directives appear to be reactionary in
contemporary times. The party in power at a particular time can use some of the directives
for political and selfish ends. Moreover enumeration of these principles involves an attempt to
unduly bind the present with the past. “It (Part IV) combines, rather incongruously the modern
with the old”.

G

O

8. ‘Directive principles are backed by public opinion’. Explain.
Ans. It is true that Directive principles are non-justiceable. These are not backed by legal sanctions.
However, these are backed by public opinion, which is in reality also the real sanction behind
law. “These directives constitute a kind of basic standard of national conscience and those who
violate, would do so at the risk of being ousted from the position of responsibility to which they
have been chosen”.
9. Why is it said that directive principles of state policy constitute a yardstick for measuring the
worth of the government?
Ans. Directive principles of state policy constitute a yardstick with which the people can measure the
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worth of the government. A government which ignores the task of implementing the directive
principles can be rejected by the people in favour of a government by another political party
which is expected to give due importance to the task of securing the Directive Principles.

N

10. Directive Principles constitute a manifesto of the aims and goals of the nation. Explain.
Ans. The Directive Principles constitute a manifesto of the aims and goals of the nation. These reflect
the wisdom of the founding fathers, the goals of the freedom struggle and the demands of the
national public opinion. These specify into clear-cut goals the objectives stated in the preamble
to the constitution.

AS

HA

11. How can Fundamental Rights be amended for implementing DPSP?
Ans. The parliament always asserted its right to constitution, its every part, in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 368. It always upheld the view that Fundamental Rights could
be amended, if need be for implementing the directive principles.

PR

AK

12. What does Justice Chandrachud discuss about the Conscience of the Constitution?
Ans. In the words of Justice Chandrachud, “Our constitution aims at bringing about a synthesis
between fundamental rights and directive principles of state policy by giving to the former a
place of pride and to the latter a place of permanence. Together, not individually, they form the
core of the constitution. Together, not individually, they constitute its true conscience”.

RS

13. What do you mean by "rights" and "duty"?
Ans. Rights are conditions of social life to be given by society and recognised by the state to promote
welfare of the people. Duty is the performance towards others, i.e. towards people, or nation or
society, etc.

OT

HE

14. Why are Fundamental Rights important?
Ans. Fundamental Rights are important because:
(i) These Rights ensure all those freedoms which make one’s life worth living.
(ii) Fundamental Rights provide equality of status and opportunity as well as protect individuals
from any type of exploitation.
15. What is the importance of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution?

BR

Ans. Article 21 provides protection of life and personal liberty, i.e. no person shall be deprived of
one’s life except according to the procedure established by law of India.
16. What do you mean by the ‘Right to Work’?

YA

L

Ans. Right to work includes:
(i) It is the duty of the state to provide a work to all citizens to earn one’s own livelihood.
(ii) There should be efforts to remove unemployment from the society.
(iii) Every state is responsible to make its citizens mentally and morally fit for struggle of life.

O

17. What do the Fundamental Duties refer in Indian Constitution?

G

Ans. The Fundamental Duties were inserted in Constitution by 42nd Amendment in 1976:
(i) To remind its citizens, though they enjoy basic fundamental rights but they are supposed to
observe certain basic norms of democratic conducts and behaviour.
(ii) A set of ten fundamental duties of citizens have been enumerated by the amendment.
18. Explain the objective of Part IV of the constitution.
Ans. The aim of Part IV is to provide for a welfare polity characterised by social, economic and political
justice. Article 38 explains the objective of Part IV and declares: “The state shall strive to promote
the welfare of the people by securing and protecting as effectively as it may a social order in

44

Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination

GOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

which justice-social, economic and political, shall inform all the institutions of the national life”.
The state is to secure justice by securing these principles through effective legislation.

N

19. Explain Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) as the compass of the constitution”.
Ans. Part IV is a manifesto of the aims and objectives of the constitution. It details the objectives
contained in the preamble of the constitution. These are the national objectives which every
government is supposed to secure. These ensure a continuity of direction: socio-economic reforms
and welfarism in the policies of government irrespective of the fact whether the government is
run by one party or other.

AK

AS

HA

20. “Fundamental rights provide for political democracy whereas directive principles aim at socioeconomic democracy”. Elaborate.
Ans. The Fundamental Rights grant and guarantee civil and political freedoms and rights which are
the essential political pillars of a democratic system. The freedom of expression and speech, the
freedom to form associations, the right to equality, the freedom of assembly, etc., all provide for
the operationalisation of a democratic system. Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) aim
is to secure the socio-economic foundations of the Indian political system through appropriate
legislation by the state.

HE

RS

PR

21. Explain about development of agriculture and animal husbandry.
Ans. The state has taken several steps to develop agriculture and animal husbandry. Establishment of
agricultural universities, dairy research centres, corporative milk plants, agro-industries, fertilisers
plants, etc., have been undertaken. The state has been trying to make agriculture a profitable
enterprise for the farmers. The farmers are encouraged to increase their produces and are given
subsidies for this purpose. The coming of green revolution resulting into the creation of good
buffer stocks of food has been a very encouraging development.

BR

OT

22. State has shown a definite commitment towards the implementation of the directive principles.
Explain.
Ans. The state has enacted laws for protecting historical monuments and other objects of historical
significance. Laws have been enacted for pollution control and protection of environment. Several
other social welfare measures have been initiated. Several commissions have been constituted
for continuously monitoring the progress of laws and policies made by the state for protecting
the weaker sections of society.

G

O

YA

L

23. Directive Principles are mere declarations. Explain.
Ans. The Directive Principles are mere declaration of intention or instruments of instructions which are
to be observed and secured by the state at will. The constitution neither makes them justiceable
nor fixes the time limit within which these are to be secured. The legislature is to secure these
as and when it may be possible for it. No wonder then, critics like K.T. Shah describes it as a,
“a cheque payable by the bank at its convenience”.
24. Directive principles are lack in clarity. Explain.
Ans. Several directives are lack in clarity while several have been repeated at different places. The
directive to promote international peace and friendly corporation among all the nations is a
laudable declaration. But the real issue is how to secure it? No clear guidance has been given for
this purpose. The formulation of the directive principles of state policy can hardly be considered
inspiring. It is both vague and repetitive.
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25. Elaborate “Directive principles are mere promises”.
Ans. Directive principles are designed to serve as pious promises for creating an impression about
the just and useful exercise of the power of the state. Their aim is to secure support through
promise-making and not action. The directive principles are no better than New Year day’s
resolution which are broken on the second of January. On the basis of this argument, the critics
severely criticise the existence, nature and content of Part IV of the constitution.

AK

AS

HA

N

26. Directive principles are indeed of the nature of moral ideals. Discuss.
Ans. Directive principles are indeed of the nature of moral ideals. They constitute a moral code for
the state. This does not reduce their value. Through these the founding fathers placed before the
nation goals and ideals which are to be achieved through future legislation. State is a human
social institution. Government is made and managed by the people. Just as people have a moral
code which guides their behaviour in society, likewise there is every justification for a moral
code designed to guide the political behaviour of the men who form and run the government of
the state.

PR

27. Directives constitute a guide for the state. Explain.
Ans. The incorporation of Part IV was governed by the decision to provide a guide to the
government for making policies and laws for the purpose of securing justice. This was
the reason which made the founding fathers lay down that these were “fundamental in the
governance of the country”.

BR

OT

HE

RS

28. Why the inclusion in the constitution of Part IV containing the directive principles of state policy
has been a welcome, worthwhile and useful decision?
Ans. The directive principles have been conducted in words which are not very rigid in their meanings.
This ambiguity has been helpful in so far as it helps the state to interpret and apply these
principles in accordance with the socio-economic environment which prevails at a given time.
The directive principles are specific enough to guide that path of the state but at the same time
ambiguous enough to help the state in moulding these in accordance with the changing times
and social needs and interests.

O

YA

L

29. The fundamental rights and the directive principles together constitute the ‘Conscience of the
constitution’. Explain.
Ans. The former seek to create an egalitarian society by freeing all citizens from coercion and
restriction and by providing them due civil rights and freedom. The latter seek to fix the
goals of socio-economic reforms which are to be attained by the state for securing social,
economic and political justice and a welfare society. Hence, both should be respected and
maintained.

G

30. What does “the Right to Constitutional Remedies” state?
Ans. Right to remedies for the enforcement of the fundamental rights using five writs:
(i) Habeas Corpus - to direct the release of a person detained unlawfully.

(ii) Mandamus - to direct a public authority to do its duty.
(iii) Quo Warranto - to direct a person to vacate an office assumed wrongfully.
(iv) Prohibition - to prohibit a lower court from proceeding on a case.
(v) Certiorari - the power of the higher court to remove a proceeding from a lower court and
bring it before itself.
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31. An activist working among the poor says that the poor don’t need Fundamental Rights. What
they need are Directive Principles to be made legally binding. Do you agree with this? Give
your reasons.

HA

N

Ans. The most basic necessities of poor people are food, cloth and shelter. Hence, we can say that
the activist is partly correct in saying that the poor don’t need Fundamental Rights. Directive
principles contain various non-justicable rights on which livelihood of poor depends:
(i) Right to adequate livelihood
(ii) Equal pay for equal work
(iii) Right against economic exploitation (iv) Right to work
But, we cannot ignore Fundamental Rights which are important to guarantee the Right to Life,
Employment and Right against Exploitation.

AS

32. Which of the Fundamental Rights is in your opinion the most important right? Summarise its
provisions and give arguments to show why it is most important.

RS

PR

AK

Ans. In my opinion, the Right to Constitutional Remedies is considered as the ‘heart and soul’ of
Constitution, hence important, because: A citizen can approach to the Supreme court or High
courts under this right, in case of violation of any of the fundamental rights.
The court can issue some special orders for the enforcement of these fundamental rights under
the title of:
(i) Habeas corpus
(ii) Mandamus
(iii) Prohibition (iv) Quo Warranto (v) Certiorari
Under the above mentioned writs, the fundamental rights are defendable.
33. Mention the six Fundamental Rights granted by the Constitution of India along with importance
of these rights.

BR

OT

HE

Ans. The Constitution of India guarantees six Fundamental Rights as follows:
(i) Right to Equality
(ii) Right to Freedom
(iii) Right against Exploitation
(iv) Right to Freedom of Religion
(v) Cultural and Educational Rights
(vi) Right to Constitutional Remedies
These rights are of great importance because:
(i) These rights assure a man for his overall development.
(ii) Without these rights, one’s life cannot be made worth living.
(iii) If these rights are violated, the court is responsible to justice.

L

34. “Rights and Duties are interrelated with each other”. Justify the statement.

G

O

YA

Ans. Rights and Duties go hand in hand: Rights help to develop one’s personality while duties help
others to develop their personalities.
We own rights but we owe duties.
(i) Duties are our obligations towards others whereas Rights are other’s obligations towards us.
(ii) Rights are incomplete without duties whereas duties are meaningless without rights. Hence,
it can be concluded that Rights and Duties are the two sides of the same coin.

D. Long Answer Type Questions

[4 Marks]

1. Mention the socialist directive principles.
Ans. Most of the socialist principles are contained in Articles 38, 39, 41, 42 and 43.
(i) The state shall try to secure the welfare of the people by securing a social order characterised
by justice: social, economic and political.
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AS

HA

N

(ii) The state shall provide adequate means of livelihood to all citizens, men as well as women.
(iii) To secure equitable distribution of material resources of the community with a view to ensure
common good.
(iv) To operate the economic system in such a way as to prevent the concentration of wealth and
means of production.
(v) To provide equal pay for equal work for both men and women.
(vi) To protect the health and strength of the workers, men and women, to protect the children
from entering avocations unsuited to their age or strength.
(vii) To protect children and youth from exploitation and moral and material abandonment.
(viii) To secure right to work, to education and to public assistance in cases of unemployment, old
age, sickness and disablement and in other cases of underserved want.
(ix) To make provisions for securing just and humane conditions of work and for maternity relief.

HE

RS

PR

AK

2. Explain the Gandhian directive principles.
Ans. The Gandhian directive principles:
(i) To organise village panchayats and endow them with adequate powers and authority.
(ii) To promote cottage industries on an individual or cooperative basis in rural areas.
(iii) To promote the educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of the people and
in particular of the SC and ST and to protect them from social injustice and all forms of
exploitation.
(iv) To bring about prohibition of the consumption of intoxicating drinks and drugs are injurious
to health.
(v) To organise agriculture and animal husbandry and to take steps for preserving and improving
the breeds and prohibiting the slaughter of cows and calves and other milk and draught cattle.

BR

OT

3. What are the liberal directive principles?
Ans. The liberal directive principles:
(i) To secure a uniform civil code for Indians.
(ii) To provide for free and compulsory education to all children up to the age of 14 years within
10 years.
(iii) To secure the separation of judiciary from the executive.
(iv) To provide free legal aid to the poor so that justice is not denied to any citizen because of poverty.

G

O

YA

L

4. What are the general directive principles?
Ans. The general directive principles:
(i) To protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country.
(ii) To protect every monument or place or object of artistic or historic interest from spoliation,
disfigurement, destruction, removal, disposal or export.
(iii) To promote international peace and security.
(iv) To maintain just and honourable relations nations.
(v) To foster respect for international law and treaty obligations.
(vi) To encourage a settlement of international disputes by arbitration.

5. Fundamental Rights are negative injunctions while Directive Principles are positive instructions.
Explain.
Ans. The first major difference between the Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles has been,
while the former have been mostly of the nature of negative injunctions which prohibit the state
from doing certain things, the latter constitute the positive directions to the state to attain or do
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certain things. For example, the Fundamental Right under Article 15 states, “The state shall not
discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, caste, sex, place of birth or any of
them”. Article 21 lays down that “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty...” As
against this the directive principles give positive instructions to the state to do certain things. For
example to organise village panchayat to check concentration of wealth and resources to introduce
prohibition, to protect historical monuments, to promote international peace, etc.

PR

AK

AS

HA

N

6. Explain the issue of relationship between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State
Policy.
Ans. Part III and Part IV of the constitution through designed mutually supplementary parts have
remained at the times as centres of controversy in respect of their inter-relationship. The
differences in the perceptions of the parliament and the Supreme Court over the issue of
relationship between the fundamental rights and the directive principles remained a reality of
Indian political system up to 1980. So much so after the Supreme Court’s judgement in the
Golaknath Case 1967, there developed a possibility of confrontation over the issue between the
Parliament and the Supreme Court. The shutdown was avoided by the adoption of a mature
view by both these institutions. After 1980 both have accepted the doctrine of harmonious
reconstruction which accepts the legal supremacy of the fundamental rights over the directive
principles but at the same time calls for the implementation of both and not any one at the cost
of other.

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

7. Explain the present position of the relationship between Fundamental Rights and Directive
Principles of State Policy.
Ans. Relationship between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy:
(i) The parliament has the power to amend fundamental rights in accordance with Article 368.
(ii) The parliament, however, cannot change the basic structure of the constitution.
(iii) The judiciary has the power to conduct judicial review over amendments. It has the
responsibility to decide whether any part of any amendment violates the basic structure of
the constitution or not. It also determines the reasonableness of the restrictions placed on
fundamental rights.
(iv) The fundamental rights, being enforceable and being mentioned before the directive principles,
enjoy a legal superiority over the latter.
(v) Article 31(c), as amended by 25th, 42nd and 43rd amendments, continues to be operative.
As it stands now, it gives primacy not to all directive principles but only to the directive
principles contained in Article 39(b) and (c) and that too vis-a-vis articles 14 and 19 only.
(vi) State must implement both fundamental rights and Directive Principles of State Policy and
not either of the two. Directive Principles of State Policy are of paramount importance next
only to fundamental rights. Directive Principles of State Policy are to be regarded, as the
constitution lays down, fundamental principles in the governance of the state.

8. Write a short note on the legal superiority of Fundamental Rights over the Directive Principles.
Ans. Fundamental rights are enforceable. These stands granted and guaranteed. These have been
given a priority of mention in the constitution. As against these directive principles are nonenforceable principles which have been incorporated in the constitution after the incorporation
of the fundamental rights. These features are a source of legal superiority of the latter over the
former. In a conflict between Part III and Part IV the Supreme Court has always upheld the
legal supremacy of the fundamental rights. It has not accepted any abridgement of fundamental
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rights by the state for implementing the directive principles. In case of state of Madras vs
Champakam Dorairajan, the Supreme Court held that: “The directive principles of state policy
which are expressly made unenforceable by a court cannot over-ride the provisions of Part III
which are made enforceable by appropriate writs, orders or directions under Article 32. The
directive principles have to conform to and run subsidiary to the chapter on fundamental rights.

HA

Ans. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is composed of:
(i) A former chief justice of Supreme Court of India
(ii) A former Judge of Supreme Court
(iii) A former Chief Justice of a High Court

N

9. Write a note on “National Human Rights Commission”.

AK

AS

Two other members who have knowledge and practical experience in the matters relating to
human rights. The commission’s functions are to receive complaints of:
(i) Custodial deaths
(ii) Custodial rape
(iii) Disappearance
(iv) Police excesses
(v) Failure in taking action
(vi) Indignity to women

PR

The commission’s most significant intervention has been in the case of disappeared youth in
Punjab and investigation and trial of Gujarat riot cases. The commission does not have the power
of prosecution, it can merely make recommendations.

BR

OT

HE

RS

10. Discuss the importance of the Article 16 of the Constitution with reference to fulfillment of the
Right to Equality of opportunity.
Ans. Our Constitution mentions Equality of Status and Equality of Opportunity.
(i) The government is supposed to implement special schemes and measures to improve the
conditions of certain sections of society.
(ii) There is provision for reservations in jobs and admissions for children, women and socially
and educationally backward classes despite we follow the principle of equality.
(iii) Article 16(4): explicitly clarifies that a policy of reservation will not be seen as a violation
of Right to Equality. If we try to find out the spirit of Constitution this is required for the
fulfillment of the Right to Equality of opportunity.
(iv) Article 16(4): nothing in this article shall prevent the state from making any provision for
the reservation of appointments or posts in favour of any backward class of citizens which,
in the opinion of State, is not adequately represented in the services under the State.

G

O

YA

L

11. The Right to Freedom is a cluster of several rights”. Explain.
Ans. The Right to Freedom guarantees various freedoms to the citizens of India:
(i) Freedom of Speech and Expression: Every citizen of India enjoys the Right to Freedom
of Speech and Expression of his views/ideas freely either orally or in written form.
(ii) Freedom to Form Unions and Associations: Citizens of India enjoy the freedom to form
unions or associations to safeguard the interests to secure justice and equal opportunities.
(iii) Freedom to Assemble Peacefully: Citizens of India can assemble at a place peacefully
without arms to interact with each other.
(iv) Freedom to Reside in any Part of India: Indian citizen may reside in any part of India
which may be limited only for the sake of public order.
(v) Freedom to move Freely within the Territory of India: Citizens of India are free to move
freely within the territory of India subject to the restrictions imposed in the interest of public
order or to safeguard the interest of ST’s.
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(vi) Freedom to Practice any Profession or Occupation: Every citizen has the freedom to choose
one’s profession as per choice as well as enjoy the right to change the profession according
to will and circumstances.
12. Mention the Fundamental Duties of a Citizen in Constitution of India.

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

N

Ans. By the 42nd Amendment in 1976, ten Fundamental Duties of Citizens of India were incorporated
under Article 51A of the Constitution of India:
(i) To abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, national flag, and national
anthem.
(ii) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom.
(iii) To uphold and protect sovereignty, unity and integrity of India.
(iv) To defend the country and render national services whenever required.
(v) To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India
and to renounce those practices which seem to be indignified towards women.
(vi) To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture.
(vii) To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife
as well as to have compassion towards all living creatures.
(viii) To safeguard public property.
(ix) To develop scientific temper and the spirit of inquiry and reform.
(x) To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual or collective activities to reach the
nation to the higher levels of endeavours and achievements.
E. Case Study Based Questions

[4 Marks]

HE

Passage 1

BR

OT

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
No democratic political system can be complete without providing for the politico-civil as well as socioeconomic dimension of democracy. In the past the right to equality, the right to freedom, and the right
to property as contained in Articles 14-18, 19-22 and 31 respectively often got in lot of a controversy
with several laws which were enacted by the states for implementing the directive principles contained
in Articles 39(b), 39(c) and others. Article 19(1)(g) guarantees the freedom to practice any profession or
to carry on any occupation, trade or business but Article 47 calls upon the state to introduce prohibition
and to ban cow slaughter. Article 15(1) prohibits discrimination.

YA

L

(i) Which article calls upon the state to introduce prohibition and to ban cow slaughter?
Ans. Article 47

O

(ii) Which article prohibits discrimination?
Ans. Article 51(1)

G

(iii) What do you understand by the term Preventive Detention?
Ans. It is the practice of incarcerating accused individuals before trial on the assumption that their
release would not be in the best interest of society – specifically that they would be likely to
commit additional crimes if they were released.
Passage 2

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
The attainment of directive principles was held to be a sacred duty of a state. The directive principles
can be as the, environment may demand and should be given even priority over the fundamental rights.
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Article 368 always upheld the view that fundamental rights could be amended if need for implementing
the directive principles. The Parliament of India always tried to give more importance to directive
principles of state policy than the fundamental rights.
(i) Which always tried to give more importance to Directive Principles of State Policy than the
Fundamental Rights?
Ans. Parliament of India

N

(ii) Who is responsible for implementing the Directive Principles?
Ans. Government

HA

(iii) Mention the aim of the Directive Principles of State Policy.
Ans. Directive Principles of State Policy aim to create social and economic conditions under which
the citizens can lead a good life.

AS

Passage 3

RS

PR

AK

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
The national consensus is that the state while implementing the directive principles should as far as
possible, refrain from amending the Fundamental rights. The fundamental rights and the directive
principles together constitute the ‘Conscience of Constitution’. The former seek to create an egalitarian
society by freeing all citizens from coercion and restriction and by providing them due civil rights and
freedom. Article 31(c), as amended by 25th, 42nd and 43rd amendments continues to be operative. The
parliament however cannot change the basic structure of the constitution. Both the fundamental rights
as well the directive principles of state policy are two integral part of the constitution and both must
be respected and followed by the state.

HE

(i) Who can not change the basic structure of the constitution?
Ans. Parliament
(ii) What type of rights are protected by the court?
Ans. Fundamental Rights

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

(iii) In which year was the 42nd Amendment was introduced?
Ans. 1976
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4

N

Local Self-Government

HA

SUMMARY

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT

AS

 Residents in towns, villages and rural settlements are the hosts in their own home.

 People elect local councils and their heads authorising them to solve the most important issues.

AK

 The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act. A three-tier structure of the Indian administration for rural
development is called Panchayati raj.

PR

Panchayati Raj

 The council of five officials is the system of local self-government of villages in rural India as
opposed to urban and suburban municipalities.

RS

 It consists of the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI’s) through which the self-government of villages
is realized, the gram panchayats at village level.

HE

 Balwant Rai Mehta was a parliamentarian who is credited for pioneering the concept of the
Panchayati Raj in India.

 Illiteracy and ignorance

OT

Defects in Panchayati Raj during 1954-1992
 Inexperienced representatives

BR

 Lack of political awareness
 Lack of funds

L

 Small size of the block area

YA

 Structural defects

Importance

G

O

 Panchayati Raj Institutions works at the village as local government that plays a significant role
in the development of villages especially in areas like primary education, health, agricultural
developments, women and child development and women participation in local governments.

73rd AMENDMENT ACT 1992
 The Parliament enacted the 73rd Amendment Act, 1992.
 Its purpose was to revamp the Panchayati Raj in such a way as should ensure its regular, active
and efficient working in the rural areas and enable it to help the process of rapid socio-economic
development of rural India.
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Salient Features of 73rd Amendment Act
 Strengthening of gram-sabha as the foundation level institution.
 To maintain the organisation and functions of the three tiers of Panchayati Raj.
 The state whose population were less than 20 lakh were exempted from organising the intermediate
level.
 Direct election of members of panchayats.

N

“ELEVENTH SCHEDULE” (ARTICLE-243G)

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

 The 11th schedule of Indian constitution was added in 1992 by the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act.
 This schedule contains 29 subjects.
 This schedule covers important topics such as Panchayats power, rural development, poverty
alleviation, market, roads, and drinking water, etc.
A few subjects are mentioned here :
(i) Agriculture, including agricultural extension
(ii) Land improvements
(iii) Minor irrigation
(iv) Animal husbandry
(v) Fisheries
(vi) Social forestry
(vii) Minor forest produce, etc.

HE

PANCHAYATI RAJ 73RD AMENDMENT ACT: OPERATIONALISATION

BR

OT

 On April 23, 1994 all the states of India completed the process of enacting fresh legislations for
strengthening the Panchayati Raj Institutions as envisaged in the 73rd Amendment.
 The Panchayati Raj 73rd Amendment Act became operational in most of the states of the Union.
 The enforcement of 73rd Act marked the beginning of process of devolution of decentralisation of
power and administrative experience.
 This constituted an important step towards the strengthening of the democratic process at the
grassroots.

L

74th Amendment Act, 1992

YA

 It proposes to constitute a uniform structure of municipal corporations, municipal Councils and
nagar panchayats in transitional areas.
 This act granted the urban local government a constitutional status.

O

Salient Features of 74th Amendment Act

G

 Constitution of three types of municipalities: Nagar Panchayats for fast urbanising rural areas,
Municipal Councils for smaller urban areas, and Municipal Corporations for larger urban areas.
 Fixed five-year term and continuity of operation for municipalities.
 Appointment of an Election Commission in each state for conducting local elections to the
institutions of local government.
 Appointment of a Finance Commission for local governments.
 Constitution of metropolitan and district planning committees in each state.
 Provisions for reservation of seats for SCs, STs, OBCs and women.
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RURAL ZILA PARISHAD

HA

N

 The Zila Parishad is the district level top tier of the Panchayati Raj.
 It operates at the district level and looks after the rural areas of the district.
 The Zila Parishad is a corporate body having perpetual succession and a common seal.
 It has the power to acquire, hold and dispose of property and to enter into contracts.
 As a corporate body it can be sued. while 'Zila Parishad' happens to be the most commonly used
name for this top tier of the Panchayati Raj, in Assam, it is known as Mahakum Parishad (subdivisional level).
 In Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, it is known as the District Development Council, and in Gujarat,
the District Panchayat.

AS

Compositions of Zila Parishad

AK

 About 10 to 25 directly elected members from all the constituencies falling within the area covered
by the Zila Parishad. Approximately 50,000 people elect one representative.
 All Chairmen of Panchayat Samities falling within the area of Zila Parishad.

PR

 MPs and MLAs representing the area.

 Such MPs and MLAs whose names stand registered as voters in any constituency of the area of
Zila Parishad.

RS

Functions of Zila Parishad

BR

OT

HE

 Development of agriculture
 To set up and maintain warehouses
 To train the farmers
 Land reclamation and conservation.
 Development of irrigation
 Water utilisation in an optimum way
 Rural electrification
 Distribution of essential commodities to the people

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

YA

L

 A municipal corporation is the legal term for a local governing body, including cities, towns and
villages. Its head is called Mayor. It is responsible for developmental activities of that town.

Composition of Municipal Corporation

G

O

 The number of members of each Municipal Corporation is determined, on the basis of the population
of the city concerned, by the laws passed by the State Legislature.
 Directly elected members from the area of Municipal Corporation. Provision for Reservation of Seats.
 Some reservation of seats is there in every Municipal Corporation for
(i) Scheduled Castes (ii) Backward Classes and (iii) Women

Functions of Municipal Corporation
 A Municipal Corporation is always authorised by a law passed by the legislature to administer the
subjects included in the 12th Schedule of the Constitution.
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HA

N

These subjects are:
 Urban planning, including town planning
 Regulation of land-use and construction of buildings
 Planning for economic and social development
 Construction of roads and bridges and their maintenance
 Water supply for domestic, industrial and commercial purposes
 Public health and sanitation
 Slum improvement and upgradation
 Alleviation of urban poverty

TWELFTH SCHEDULE

AS

 As part of the 74th Amendment which got incorporated in the Constitution of India in 1992, the
12th Schedule was added to the Constitution. It covered 18 subjects which were to come under the
purview of the institutions of urban local self-government working in urban areas of the country.

HE

RS

PR

AK

A few subjects are mentioned here:
(i) Urban planning including town planning
(ii) Regulation of land-use and construction of buildings
(iii) Planning for economic and social development
(iv) Roads and bridges
(v) Water supply for domestic, industrial and commercial purposes
(vi) Public health, sanitation, conservancy and solid waste management
(vii) Fire services
(viii) Urban Poverty Alleviation

Question Bank

OT

[1 Mark]

A. Multiple Choice Questions

BR

1. In which year, the recommendations of Balwant Rai Mehta Committee were accepted by the
National Development Council?
(a) 1985
(b) 1952
(c) 1954
(d) 1957

L

2. Which came to be the first state of the union to provide for Panchayati Raj?
(a) Assam
(b) Manipur
(c) Rajasthan
(d) Punjab

YA

3. In which year, the Panchayati Raj worked successfully in achieving its objectives but only in
some respects?
(a) 1959-92
(b) 1856-89
(c) 2003-10
(d) 1956-80

G

O

4. In which year, the Parliament enacted the 73rd Amendment Act?
(a) 2003
(b) 1992
(c) 2001

(d) 2006

5. Enforcement of which act marked the beginning of process of devolution of power and
decentralisation of administrative experience?
(a) 54th
(b) 73rd
(c) 12th
(d) 85th

6. What constitutes the lowest tier of the Panchayati Raj?
(a) Gram Sabha
(b) Zila Parishad
(c) Panchayat Samiti (d) Gram Panchayat
7. Which is the executive organ of the Gram Sabha?
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(b) Bock Samiti

(c) Zila Parishad

(d) Mandal Parishad

8. A majority of members of the Gram Panchayat constitutes
(a) Sarpanch
(b) Zila Parishad
(c) Quorum

(d) None of these

9. Who has the power of control over Gram Panchayats?
(a) Central government (b) State government
(c) Supreme Court

(d) Sarpanch

10. What is the term of Panchayat Samiti in all the states?
(a) 5 years
(b) 2 years
(c) 10 years

HA

11. All chairmen of Panchayat Samities fall within the areas of
(a) Gram Panchayats
(b) Zila Parishad
(c) Municipal Corporation
(d) Both (a) and (b)

N

(d) 4 years

AS

12. All orders or cheques against the Zila Parishad Funds are are to be signed by the
(a) Prime Minister
(b) President
(c) Secretary
(d) Chief Minister

AK

13. Who represent the area of Municipal Corporation?
(a) Prime Minister
(b) Members of Zila Parishad
(c) Members of Gram Panchayats
(d) Members of State Legislative Assembly

PR

14. State the tenure of Municipal Corporation.
(a) 15 years
(b) 5 years

(c) 2 years

(d) 6 years

RS

15. In Municipal Corporation the salary and allowances of the commissioner are given out of the
(a) State funds
(b) Corporation funds
(c) Zila Parishad funds
(d) All of these

HE

16. Who plays an important role in the administration of the Municipal Corporation?
(a) Commissioner
(b) Chief Minister
(c) MLA
(d) Governor
17. What is the tenure of Nagar Panchayat?
(a) 6 years
(b) 7 years

(d) 3 years

18. What is the term of President of the Municipal Council?
(a) 1 year
(b) 6 years
(c) 5 years

(d) 9 years

BR

OT

(c) 5 years

(d) Both (b) and (c)

20. Who manages the commercial and trading facilities in the port area?
(a) Cantonment board (b) Port trust
(c) Civil committee

(d) Military committee

YA

L

19. Which is the main source of income of a Municipal Council?
(a) Taxes
(b) Grains
(c) Advertisements

2. (c)

O

1. (d)

12. (c)

3. (a)

4. (b)

5. (b)

6. (a)

7. (a)

8. (c)

9. (b)

10. (a)

13. (d)

14. (b)

15. (b)

16. (a)

17. (c)

18. (c)

19. (a)

20. (b)

G

11. (b)

ANSWERS

B. Very Short Answer Type Questions

[1 Mark]

1. When was the National Extension Service launched?
Ans. On 2nd October, 1953 the National Extension Service was launched.
2. What does Article 40 lay down?
Ans. State shall take steps to organise village panchayats and endow them with such powers and
authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as units of self-government.
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3. Which act became operational in most of the states of the union?
Ans. The Panchayati Raj 73rd Amendment Act became operational in most of the states of the union.
4. What is Patti Sabha?
Ans. In Odisha, the Gram Sabha is known as the Patti Sabha.

N

5. What does the Gram Sabha constitute?
Ans. The Gram Sabha constitutes the very base of Panchayati Raj system and as such is a vital
institution capable of exerting a big influence on the Gram Panchayat.

HA

6. How are members elected in Gram Panchayats?
Ans. The members are elected by secret ballot by all the eligible voters.

AS

7. What are the functions of the Gram Panchayat?
Ans. The Gram Panchayats perform several functions: rule making, rule implementation, financial
functions, and even minor judicial functions.

AK

8. What are the five main standing committees of a Zila Parishad?
Ans. General Committee, Finance Audit and Planning Committee, Social Welfare Committee,
Education and Health Committee and Agriculture and Industry Committee.

PR

9. In which states, the budget of the Panchayat Samiti is approved by the Zila Parishad?
Ans. Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha and Punjab.

RS

10. What did 73rd Constitution Amendment Act ensure?
Ans. The 73rd Constitution Amendment Act ensured the continued operation of the institutions of
Panchayati Raj.

HE

11. What is the composition of Municipal Council?
Ans. The membership of each Municipal Council is fixed by the state government. The basis is the
population of the concerned urban area.

OT

12. What did 74th Amendment of the Constitution grant?
Ans. The 74th Amendment of the Constitution has granted sufficient autonomy to urban local
(Municipal) institutions, these are not completely free from governmental control.

BR

13. How is Municipal Corporation set up?
Ans. Each Municipal Corporation is set up by an Act passed by the concerned State Legislature.

L

14. Who provides funds to Zila Parishad?
Ans. All money received by a Zila Parishad constitutes a fund called the Zila Parishad Fund.

YA

15. In which states, the Panchayat Samiti’s budget is scruntinised by the Zila Parishad?
Ans. Gujarat, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh
System in India.

O

16. Balwantrai Mehta Committee was recommended for
Ans. Panchayti Raj

G

17. Which system at rural level is established on the basis of the direct election?
Ans. Gram Panchayat

18. Article
Ans. Article 243

is related to Panchayati Raj.

19. How many posts are reserved for women at all levels in the Panchayati Raj System?
Ans. One-third of posts (for both the member and the chief) are reserved for women.
20.
conducts election to panchayats and municipalities.
Ans. State Election Commission
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C. Short Answer Type Questions

[2 Marks]

1. How did Jawaharlal Nehru explain the local self-government?
Ans. Local self-government must be the basis of any true system of democracy. We have got rather
into the habit of thinking of democracy at the top and not so much below. Democracy at the
top will not be a success unless it is built on the foundations from below.

HA

N

2. What is the composition of Gram Sabha?
Ans. Gram Sabha consists of all the eligible voters living in the area of Gram Panchayat, which
extends over a village or a group of villages. It is now recognised as a statutory body in all
states. In some states, the Panchayat acts provide for giving membership of Gram Sabha to all
adults living in the Panchayat area.

AK

AS

3. Explain about the quorum of the Panchayat Samiti.
Ans. For the transaction of business at a meeting of a Panchayati Samiti, the quorum has been fixed
as the majority of total members. Even Panchayat Samiti is helped in its work by a BDO/BDPO
and a team of block extension officers who are specialist of various fields.

HE

RS

PR

4. What is the main function of the chairman in the Zila Parishad?
Ans. The main function of the chairman is to preside over the meetings of the Zila Parishad. He
exercises administrative supervision and control over the chief executive officer and other officials
of the Zila Parishad.
5. What did the revamping of Panchayati Raj by 73rd Constitution Amendment Act aim at?
Ans. The revamping of Panchayati raj by this amendment has been aimed at the objective of making
the local government institutions well-functioning, active and productive instruments of Indian
democracy at the grass-root level.

O

YA

L

BR

OT

6. What is Municipal Corporation?
Ans. Municipal Corporation is the highest local government institutions working in each large urban
area. There are at work about 70 Municipal Corporations in India. Each Municipal Corporation
is set up by an Act passed by the concerned State Legislature.
7. What is the main responsibility of executive officer of the Municipal Corporation?
Ans. The main responsibility to run the administration of Municipal Corporation is that of an executive
officer who is designated as Commissioner of Corporation. The Commissioner is appointed by
the government and he is a senior government official.
8. What does 74th Amendment to the constitution provide in the Municipal Corporation?
Ans. The 74th amendment to the constitution provides for the establishment of ward committees in
the Municipal Corporation area and for Municipal Corporation with population of 3 lakh and
above. One ward committees is constituted for at least five wards.

G

9. What did Finance Commission lay down?
Ans. Finance Commission lays down rules for distribution of taxes between state government and
municipal corporation, the number and nature of taxes which a municipal corporation can levy,
and the amount of grants which the state is to provide to the Municipal Corporations.
10. What is Municipal Council?
Ans. The Municipal Council is the most popular, and widely used institution of urban local government.
Each state has established Municipal councils for its cities. Their number differs from state to
state. In Punjab, for example, there are 97 municipal councils.
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11. State the quorum of the municipal council.
Ans. The quorum of the municipal council stands fixed at one-half of its total membership. All the
decisions of the municipal council are taken by the majority. In case of a tie, the President can
exercise a casting vote.

N

12. Why is the success of rural and urban local self-government institution needed?
Ans. The success of rural and urban local-self government institutions is needed mainly for securing
the objectives of rural development, agricultural development, socio-economic development of
the rural people, environmental protection and development.

HA

13. What is Grass root democracy?

AS

Ans. Grass root democracy means strengthening the democratic process at the local level. Grass root
democracy ensures the meaningful participation of the people and also promote the accountability
of the administration. For this, strong and vibrant local governmental institutions are made.

AK

14. How did local governments strengthen democracy?
Ans. In a democracy, the issues and problems should be given to the hands of the local people and
their representatives because they are more familiar with their affairs and problems. They can
have better control over the decision-makers and local administrators.

RS

PR

15. What was the position of women and scheduled castes in local governments?
Ans. The position of women and scheduled castes
(i) Women were inadequately represented.
(ii) Women were discouraged in raising any local issue particularly related to the women.
(iii) There were social taboos which became a hindrance in the participation of women.

OT

HE

16. What is Block Samiti?
Ans. There is a three-tier structure in rural areas. At the village level, there is Gram Panchayats. At
block, the level is the Block Samiti and at the district level, Zila Parishad works. Therefore
Block Samiti stands between Village Panchayat and Zila Parishad.

BR

17. State function of Block Samiti.
Ans. The main concern and responsibility of the Block Samiti is the development of rural area block
level and fulfill the agriculture needs of the people. It acts as a link between Zila Parishads and
village Panchayats. It controls and supervises the village Panchayats in Block.

G

O

YA

L

18. Explain the revamping of Panchayati Raj.
Ans. For eliminating the defects noticed in the working of Panchayati Raj as well as for giving a
wider representative base and more powers to the Panchayati Raj institutions, the Parliament
enacted the 73rd Amendment Act, 1992. Its purpose was to revamp the Panchayati Raj in such
a way as should ensure its regular, active and efficient working in the rural areas and enable it
to help the process of rapid socio-economic development of rural India.
19. What is the composition of Gram Panchayat?
Ans. The membership of the Gram Panchayat varies considerably from 5 to 31. In Punjab gram
panchayats have 5 to 9 members but in UP from 16 to 31 members. The members of the
panchayat, panches are elected by all the voters by a secret ballot. In all the states, 1/3rd (now
it is being increased to 50% seats) are reserved for the women. Some states have already done
it, others will do so when the next local election will be held in the states.
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20. What is the role sarpanch in the gram panchayat?
Ans. The sarpanch convenes the meetings of the panchayat and presides over these. He has to convene
at least one meeting per month. The panches can request him for calling a special meeting, which
he has to call within 3 days. Sarpanch keeps the record of the meetings. He is responsible for
the financial and executive functions. The panchayat can assign any special function to him.

HA

N

21. State about the funds of the Zila Parishad.
Ans. All money received by a Zila Parishad constitutes a fund called the Zila Parishad Fund. All
money received by the Zila Parishad is kept in a government treasury or sub-treasury or in the
bank to which the government treasury business has been made over, unless the government
in any case otherwise permits. All orders or cheques against the Zila Parishad funds are to be
signed by the secretary.

AK

AS

22. Explain the provision for reservation of seats in Municipal Corporation.
Ans. Some reservation of seats in every Municipal Corporation for SCs, backward classes and women.
The ratio of seats reserved for SCs is in proportion to the total population of SCs in the municipal
corporation area. In every municipal corporation, 2 seats are reserved for the backward classes.
At least one-third of the seats reserved for SCs are reserved for women belonging to SCs.

RS

PR

23. What is the responsibility of Commissioner in the Municipal Corporation?
Ans. The commissioner has the responsibility to run the administration by implementing the decisions
taken by the municipal corporation. He prepares annual budget of the Municipal Corporation, gets
it passed from the corporation and implements it. All the personnel of the municipal corporation
work under his supervision and control. The commissioner prepares the annual report of the
working of the municipal corporation and presents it before a meeting of the corporation council.

BR

OT

HE

24. State the composition of Nagar Panchayats.
Ans. The strength of the members of Nagar Panchayat is fixed by the government from time-to-time.
They are directly elected by the people of the area on the basis of adult franchise. For the
purpose of election, the area of Nagar Panchayat is divided into wards and each ward elects one
member. The tenure of Nagar Panchayat has been fixed at 5 years. It begins from the date of
its first meeting. It is obligatory to hold its elections before the expiry of its term its re-election
has to be held within 6 months of the dissolution.

YA

L

25. State the provision of reservation of seats in the Nagar Panchayat.
Ans. There is reservation of seats for SCs, backward classes and women. The criteria for reservation
is same as for all other local government institution. The nagar Panchayat performs all the civic
functions for its area. It formulates and implements plan for the development of the area.

G

O

26. What is the responsibility of Finance Commission?
Ans. After 74th amendment of the constitution, the state government has to set up a Finance Commission
which can be given the responsibility to determine principles of distributing income from various
taxes imposed by state government between state government and municipal councils, to formulate
principles relating to taxes to be assigned to municipal councils, and to recommend proper action
to the government for improving the financial position of municipal councils.
27. Name the two committees of cantonment board.
Ans. The two committees of cantonment board:
(i) Military Committee: It consists of some military officers who are nominated by the Army
Commander of the area. The military committee looks after the development of military areas
of cantonment.
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(ii) Civil Committee: It consists of the elected representatives of the civilian population living
in the cantonment. It looks after the civic needs of the civil areas of the cantonment.

N

28. What is the work of port trust?
Ans. A port trust manages the commercial and trading facilities in the port area. It creates and
maintains berths for anchoring of ships. It regulates the loading, unloading, arrivals and departure
of ships. It constructs and maintains facilities for storage of goods in the port. It has a fleet of
pilot bloats which guide the ships towards their halting berths. Port trust looks after the civic
amenities-roads, drains, sewerage, lights, etc. of the port area.

AS

HA

29. What is provision of reservation of seats for the Municipal Committee?
Ans. Reservation of seats for SCs, backward classes and women have been provided in local body.
The ratio of seats reserved for SCs is in proportion to the population of SC in the municipal
area. One seat is reserved for the backward classes. No less than one-third of the seats reserved
for SCs are to be reserved for SC women. One-third of the total number of seats to be filled
by direct election in each Municipal council stand reserved for women.

PR

AK

30. What is the utility of the Local Governments?
Ans. As Local governments involve the participation of the local people, therefore it ensures the
solving the local problems with the involvement of the local people themselves. It is the
mechanism of decentralisation and efficient administration. It gives the opportunity to the people
to discuss and decide their own affairs. In this way, it is stronger than democracy.

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

31. Who introduced the Gram Panchayat system in India?
Ans. In 1882 Lord Ripon, who was the Viceroy of India at that time took the initiative in creating
local governments in India. At that time they were called the Local boards. Lord Ripon is
called the pioneer of Local governments in India. He wanted more and more involvement of
the local people in solving the local problems. He was also in favour of the decentralisation of
the administration.
32. Write the Government structure in rural areas as per Balwant Rai Mehta Committee
Recommendation.
Ans. The Governments of India appointed a committee under the Presidentship of Balwant Rai Mehta
to go into the issue of organisation and powers of the local governments in rural areas. This
gave its recommendation in 1957 and suggested following a three-tier structure in rural areas.
(i) Village Panchayats at the village level.
(ii) Block Samiti at Block level.
(iii) Zila Parishad at the district level.

G

O

33. What attention was given to local governments in the constitution?
Ans. Attention towards local governments:
(i) Local governments did not get due attention in the Constitution.
(ii) The issue of local governments was left for the State governments.
(iii) The issue of Local governments was added in the Directive Principles of State Policy which
is non-justiciable and primarily advisory in nature.

34. Give four reasons for poor functioning of the local governments in India.
Ans. In post-independent India, in many states, local governments were organised in rural and urban
areas but they did not get the desired results because of the following reasons:
(i) Optional politics in the village
(ii) Caste ridden society of the village
(iii) Financial problems
(iv) Bureaucratic apathy (v) Violence
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D. Long Answer Type Questions

[4 Marks]

PR

AK

AS

HA

N

1. What are the main features of the 73rd Amendment Act?
Ans. The main features of the 73rd Amendment Act are as follows:
(i) Strengthening of gram sabha as the foundation level institution of Panchayati Raj.
(ii) To maintain and streamline the organization and functions of the three tiers of Panchayati
Raj that is Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zila Parishad.
(iii) The states whose populations were less than 20 lakhs were exempted from organizing the
intermediate level that is panchayat samities.
(iv) Direct election of members of panchayats, panchayat samities and zila parishads and their
heads (Sarpanches). However chairpersons of panchayat samities and zila parishads were to
be elected indirectly.
(v) Reservation of seats in Panchayati Raj institutions for SCs, STs, and women (1/3rd seats
were reserved for women).
(vi) One-third now (one-half) offices of sarpanches of panchayats and heads of panchayat samities
and zila parishads of a state were also reserved for women.
(vii) The Panchayati raj institution were to enjoy a fixed tenure of 5 years. In case of every
dissolution the new institution was to enjoy the remaining tenure of the previous institution.

OT

HE

RS

2. Mention the functions of the Gram Sabha.
Ans. The main works allocated to the gram sabha are as follows: the consideration of the annual
statement of accounts, auditing report of the gram panchayat, the administrative report of the
preceding year, the programme of work for the ensuring year, the taxation proposals and any
other specific schemes of a developmental nature involving community service, voluntary labour,
etc. The gram sabha constitutes the very base of Panchayati raj system and as such is a vital
institution capable of exerting a big influence on the gram panchayat. The gram sabha elects
the members of the panchayat and the chairperson of the panchayat. It is a real grass root level
institution. The states now tried to ensure continuance of operation of all the gram sabhas in
their respective areas.

O

YA

L

BR

3. Explain civil, revenue and judicial functions of the Gram Panchayat.
Ans. Notwithstanding any other law with the time being in force and subject to the other provisions of
this act, the jurisdiction to try any of the suits mentioned, hereunder, shall vest in a panchayat:
(i) suits for the recovery of movable property or the value of such property
(ii) suits for money or goods sold on contracts, or price thereof
(iii) suits for compensation for wrongfully taking or injuring movable property and
(iv) suits mentioned in clauses (i), (k), (l), and (n) of sub-section (3) of section 7-7 of the Punjab
Tenancy Act, 1817.

G

4. Write a short note on the panchayat samiti.
Ans. The panchayat samiti is the intermediate tier in the Panchayati raj system. In different states,
the Panchayat samities have been different names. Madhya Pradesh calls them the Janapada
Panchayats, Assam, the Anchalik Panchayats, Tamil Nadu, the Panchayat Union Councils and
UP, the Kshetra Samities. The Taluka level body is known in Gujarat as the Taluka Panchayat
and in Karnataka as the Taluka Development Board. In majority of states, the jurisdiction of a
panchayat samiti is co-extensive with the block, which is generally a smaller unit compared with
the Taluka. In some states the jurisdiction of this intermediate tier is co-extensive with that of
the Taluka.
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5. What does Eleventh Schedule of the constitution contain?
Ans. Eleventh Schedule (Article 243G) of the constitution contains:
(i) Agriculture, including agricultural extension
(ii) Land improvement, implementation of land reforms, land consolidation and soil conservation
(iii) Minor irrigation, water management and watershed development
(iv) Animal husbandry, dairying and poultry
(v) Fisheries
(vi) Social forestry and farm forestry
(vii) Minor forest produce
(viii) Small scale industries, including food processing industries
(ix) Roads culverts, bridges, ferries, waterways and other means of communication
(x) Non-conventional energy sources
(xi) Technical training and vocational education
(xii) Health and sanitation, including hospitals, primary health centres and dispensaries

OT

HE

RS

PR

6. Discuss the control of state government over gram panchayats.
Ans. The state government has the power to control over gram panchayats. In some states, the
panchayat samitis have been given the power to approve the panchayat budget, distribute funds
to it, approve its borrowing, obtain administrative and accounts report from it and supervise its
activities in general. The state government has the power to remove the sarpanch for abuse of
power or misconduct. It has the power to suspend or to cancel any resolution of the panchayat
of its functional committees. It has the power to supersede or dissolve the panchayat for abuse
of power or gross failure. It exercises its control over the panchayats through its departmental
officials and the Deputy Commissioner. The accounts of the panchayat are to be audited by such
officers as the government may appoint.

G

O

YA

L

BR

7. Explain about the membership and constitution of Panchayat Samiti.
Ans. The intermediate tier of the Panchayati Raj generally comprises the following categories of
members:
(i) About 6 to 10 members of the Panchayat Samiti are elected directly by the voters of all the
constituencies falling within the area of the panchayat samiti. In fact one member of the
panchayat samiti is elected for a population unit of 15,000.
(ii) Elected representatives of the sarpanches of panchayats.
(iii) Local MLAs and MLCs (with or without the right to vote)
(iv) Persons representing women, scheduled castes and tribes whose seats are reserved
(v) In every Panchayat Samiti seats are reserved for SCs, women, and OBCs. Not more than
one-third of all the seats that stand reserved for women belonging to SCs.
(vi) one-third (now, half) of seats, out of the total number of directly elected seats of a panchayat
samiti are reserved for women.
8. State the powers and functions of the Zila Parishad.
Ans. The powers and functions of Zila Parishad vary considerably from state to state. In Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu, the Zila Parishad is coordinating body which exercises general supervision
over the working of the Panchayat Samitis and advises the government on the implementation
of the development schemes. Besides these duties, in Andhra Pradesh, the Zila Parishad has
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some executive role in the establishment, maintenance and expansion of secondary educational,
vocational and industrial schools. It also discharges the functions of the panchayat samitis
in respect of non-samiti blocks. In Maharashtra, the Zila Parishad is the strongest tier of the
Panchayati raj and is vested with executive functions in various fields, including planning,
development and advising of the state government. In Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh also, the Zila
Parishad is vested with administrative functions in various fields. In the remaining states, the
Zila Parishad has no specific executive power and it is only a supervisory and coordinating
body.

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

9. Write the major function of Panchayats.
Ans. The function of Panchayats.
(i) To discuss the issues and problems of the village
(ii) To maintain law and order and co-operation in the village
(iii) To fulfill the agriculture-based needs of the village
(iv) To co-ordinate with the government through the Block Samitis and Zila Parishad for the
development of the village
(v) To get and utilize the aids from the government
(vi) To decide the disputes of the village
(vii) Sanitation, conservancy and drainage and the prevention of public nuisances
(viii) Curative and preventive measures in respect of any epidemic
(ix) Supply of drinking water and disinfecting the sources of supply and storage of water
(x) The maintenance, repair, construction and protection of public streets

BR

OT

HE

10. Discuss the constitutional position and the development of local governments in India.
Ans. The issue of local governments was also discussed in the Constituent Assembly but the
idea of decentralisation of powers did not get adequate favour because of turmoil due
to the partition of India. Most of the leaders wanted a strong center. Too much localism
was considered a threat to national integration. At the same time, many leaders wanted
decentralised administration and the participation and involvement of the people involving
the local issues. Therefore the subject of local government is added in the Directive Principles
of State Policy in part IV of the Constitution.

G

O

YA

L

The concept and existence of Local governments are not new to India. There has been the
existence of Local governments in different names in ancient India. They enjoyed good position
and powers. In the course of time, these village bodies took the shape of Panchayats (an
assembly of five persons) and those five persons solved the issues at the local level. Their role
and position kept on changing at different points in time. However, in medieval periods the
status and significance of the Local governments eroded due to changes in socio-economic and
political scenarios. During the British period, the significance of the Local government got the
attention of Lord Ripon (The then Viceroy of India) who tried to strengthen them. During the
independence movement, many leaders including Mahatma Gandhi demanded the strengthing of
Local government. After Independence, we have the existence of Local governments but it is
the subject of the state.

11. What was Balwant Rai Mehta Committee Report?
Ans. After the implementation of the Indian Constitution, the Indian government appointed a committee
under the Chairmanship of Balwant Rai Mehta to study the issue of Local government in the
light of the issue of Local government given in the IVth Part of the Constitution in the Directive
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Principles of State Policy and recommended the mode of structure and function of these local
governments in a rural area. This committee studied and discussed the issue in detail and gave
its recommendation which included three-tier structure in a rural area as under.
(i) Village Panchayat at the village level
(ii) Block Samiti at the block level
(iii) Zila Parishad at the district level

PR

AK

AS

HA

N

12. Discuss the utility of reservation of seats for women and scheduled castes and OBC in Local
Government.
Ans. Before the 73rd and 74th amendment, women and weaker sections did not get adequate
representation in proportion to thick numerical strength in the local government because of the
socio-economic structure at the grass-root level.
It is because of the provision of 33% reservation for women and 33% reservation for Scheduled
castes in the 73rd and 74th amendment, these people have started to get the due representation
in the local government. As a result of this representation, they have got empowered and are
actively participating in the decision-making process. It has promoted their political recruitment
and also has enhanced their social and economic status.
E. Case Study Based Questions

[4 Marks]

RS

Passage 1

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.

BR

OT

HE

The 11th schedule covers 29 important subjects which are to be within the purview of the panchayats. All
these subjects come in the category of subjects concerned with agricultural rural development, land-health
and improvement of irrigation, animal husbandry, social forestry, in fact almost everything deemed vital
for social, economic and cultural development of the rural people. In fact, the entire 73rd amendment was
governed by the objective of implementing the letter and spirit of Article 40 (Directive Principles of State
Policy, Part IV) of the constitution. As part of Part IV this directive to the state was non-justiceable. After
73rd Amendment Act it became justiceable as it required each state government to bring 29 subjects listed
in the 11th schedule of the constitution. The objective of empowering the village panchayats, as directed by
Article 40, got a concrete shape with the 73rd Amendment Act 1992.

YA

L

(i) How many subjects are included in the 11th schedule of the constitution?
Ans. 29
(ii) Which amendment was governed by the objective of implementing the letter and spirit of Article 40?
Ans. 73rd

G

O

(iii) The objective of empowering the village panchayats, as directed by which article?
Ans. Article 40 of the Indian Constitution
Passage 2

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
The Gram Panchayat is the executive organ of the Gram Sabha. It is directly elected by all the voters
within the area of the panchayat. The membership of the gram panchayat varies considerably from 5
to 31. In Punjab, gram panchayats have 5 to 9 members but in Uttar Pradesh from 16 to 31 members.
A gram panchayat is a deliberative cum executive body. The members of the panchayat, panches are
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elected by all the voters through a secret ballot.
(i) Which is the executive organ of the Gram Sabha?
Ans. Gram Panchayat
(ii) How are Panches elected in a gram panchayat?
Ans. Through secret ballot

N

(iii) In which year was the 73rd Amendment Act passed in the Parliament? What does it signify?
Ans. The 73rd Amendment Act was passed in 1992. It signifies the importance of rural local bodies.

HA

Passage 3

PR

(i) Which is the intermediate tier in the Panchayati Raj System?
Ans. Panchayat Samiti

AK

AS

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
The Panchayati Samiti is the intermediate tier in the Panchayati Raj system. In majority of states, the
jurisdiction of a Panchayati Samiti is co-extension with the block, which is generally a smaller unit
compared with the Taluka. 6 to 10 members of the Panchayati Samiti are elected directly by the voters of
all the constituencies falling within the area of the Panchayat Samiti. In fact one member of the panchayat
samiti is elected for a population unit of 15,000. The Taluka level body is known in Gujarat as the Taluka
Panchayat and in Karnataka as the Taluka Development Board.

RS

(ii) How many members of the Panchayat samiti are elected directly by the voters of all the
constituencies falling within the area of the panchayat samiti?
Ans. 6 to 10

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

(iii) What do you understand by the term ‘Constituency’?
Ans. A group of voters in a specified area who elect a representative to a legislative body is associated
with the Constituency.
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Democracy in India:
A Perspective of the
Challenge Faced

N

5

HA

SUMMARY

KEY CHALLENGES

AS

The major challenges being faced by Indian democracy:
 Caste  Communalism  Regionalism

AK

CASTE: MEANING AND CASTE SYSTEM

OT

HE

RS

PR

 Caste is a social phenomena found in several human societies. However, it is functioning in its
most elaborately defined and rigid form in our country.
 Indian society has been basically a caste-based social system. It still continues to be a major input
of Indian society and polity. It has several disadvantages which come in the way of social progress
and political development.
 Casteism acts as a hindrance in the way of national integration and nation-building. It has been
responsible for the existence of caste communalism and caste violence in our society and polity.
 Caste system has been one of the obstacles in the way of our national unity. It demands foremost
allegiance to itself. The rigid rules of caste system often compel some persons to follow their hereditary
occupations and this acts a big limitation on the economic empowerment of the individual and society.
 Casteism has been acting as a major source of continued presence of social inequality and injustice.
It has been also behind the continued presence of social exploitation and injustice against the people
belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

BR

Challenges of Casteism in Indian Democracy

G

O

YA

L

 Jai Prakash Narayan once observed that caste has acted as "the most major political party in India".
It has been a determinant of political participation, voting behaviour and almost all other aspects
of Indian politics.
 Political parties and leaders use caste to secure their objectives in politics. Caste determines the
nature, organisation and working of political parties and interest groups, legislatures, bureaucracies,
and in fact almost all political structures and functions.
 Caste voting, caste-based candidatures, riots, caste violence, caste conflicts and the issue of
reservations versus non-reservations, have been factors of Indian politics.
 All these have been constituting a big challenge to Indian Democracy. Caste-based behaviour and
caste-based decisions and policies constitute casteism in India.

Casteism in Indian Politics

 Caste and Political Socialisation
 Caste and Party Politics
 Role of caste in government making
 Caste Violence

68

 Caste and Leadership Recruitment
 Role of Caste in Electoral Politics
 Caste and local politics
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Caste and Indian Constitution

AK

AS

HA

N

 Though the spirit of secularism stands clearly affirmed in the Constitution of India, yet in a
limited and indirect way, it also recognises the caste system in the form of providing a caste for
a reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the Union Parliament and the
state Legislative Assemblies (Art. 330 and 332).
 It also provides for separate Commissions for Scheduled Castes and Schedule Tribes and gives to
them the responsibility to investigate matters relating to the various safeguards and facilities provided
provision for the appointment of special minister incharge of looking after the welfare of Schedule
Castes and Other Backward Classes in several states also reflects an indirect these castes and tribes.
 Articles 331 and 332 provide for the reservation of seats in Lok Sabha and state legislatures for
the Anglo-Indian community.
 The system of reservation of jobs and seats in government offices, schools, colleges, universities,
professional institutions of higher learning and public sector undertakings also reflects this feature.
 The emergence of strong pro-reservation and anti-reservation groups in India has been a direct
consequence of these provisions of the Constitution.

The Need to Eliminate Casteism

HE

COMMUNALISM: MEANING

RS

PR

 There is every need to check the role of caste and casteism in our social and political life. Democracy
and casteism are opposite to each other. The former stands for a social and political.
 Casteism has to be totally eliminated by adopting and promoting fraternity as the objective and
secularism as the way of life.
 Fraternity is needed most for securing the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of
the nation. It is the cement needed for securing national integration and nation-building.

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

 Communalism continues to be a sad and hard reality of Indian politics. Even after the adoption
of the objectives of justice, secularism and equality of all the people, communalism continues to
afflict Indian democracy.
 The fact remains that it has been even increasing in intensity and spreading its fangs. It constitutes
the biggest strain on the unity and integrity of India as a nation. Communalism in India has been
basically present as Hindu-Muslim Communalism.
 However, at the same it must be stated unchaste communalism, regional communalism and castes
communalism have been also present in India.
 The communal riots which accompanied the dawn of independence and the unfortunate partition
of India greatly shook the people of India.
 The leaders of free India decided to end this menace through the adoption of secularism as a
fundamental feature of Indian Constitution: Justice, liberty equality and fraternity were accepted as
the four cardinal objectives to be secured for all the citizens of India.
 The decision to secure an emotional integration of people was made. The Constitution guaranteed
right to religious freedom to all and refrained from adopting any religion as a state religion.
 Its other forms of manifestation have been sectarian violence, religious riots, regional riots, tribal
riots, linguistic communalism.

Causes of Communalism
 Communalism as a bad legacy of history
 Communalised leadership
 Communilisation of political struggle

 Communalisation of history
 Religious orthodoxy
 Religious Fanaticism
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Remedies against Communalism
 Reforms in education system
 A directed socialist process
 Proper use of mass media
 Legal ban on all communal organisation
 Peace and brotherhood committees in local areas

REGIONALISM: MEANING

HA

N

 In its positive sense, regionalism means the love for one's area of living or a particular region to
which one belongs. It is something natural. The inhabitants of West Bengal love their language and
culture, and there is nothing unusual or wrong about it.
 To secure the interests of their state is a natural objective before all its inhabitants. This type of
regionalism has to be accepted as a natural feature of federal India.

AK

AS

 In this category, all excessive demands and movements directed against centralism, particularly
excessive centralism, and in favour of decentralisation and financial autonomy of states can also
be included.
 However, in its negative sense and in its present form, regionalism means love for one's own region
over and above the interests of the nation as a whole.

PR

 In this sense, a region is taken to mean a particular territorial area whose inhabitants have close
cultural, social, economic, linguistic, historical, and religious links among them, and who consider
themselves distinct and different from other areas and their people.

HE

RS

 When the people of a region make regional and narrow demands which are opposed to the interests
of other regions or the country as a whole. It poses a big strain upon national interests and limits
the strength of the nation as a whole.

Forms of Regionalism

L

BR

OT

(i) Demands for separate statehood within the Indian union
 A popular brand of regionalism in India has been in the form of a demand for separate statehood
in the Indian Union.
 After the 1956 reorganisation of states of India, there still continues to be demands for separate
statehood in various parts of the country.
 The rise in the number of states of the Indian Union from 16 in 1956 to 25 in 1989, to 28 in 2000
tends to validate this statement.

G

O

YA

(ii) Demand for regional autonomy within a state
 In some of the states of the Indian Union, people belonging to various regions have been demanding
recognition of their regional identities.
 The genesis of such demands lies in the regional imbalances resulting from an uneven development
of some parts of some states.
 In West Bengal, the Gorkhaland demand was based on this principle. Even demands for Bodoland
and Konkan states can be also placed under this head.
(iii) Inter-state disputes as a manifestation of regionalism
 Inter-state regionalism is coterminous with provincial territories and involves juxtaposing of the
identities of one or more states against another. It is also issue-specific.
 Disputes between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu over the distribution of Kaveri water may be construed
as inter-state regionalism.
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 This article confers upon Supreme Court of India exclusive jurisdiction to deal with a dispute
involving legal rights; and also disputes between the Government of India and any State or States
on one side and one or more other States on the other or between two or more States.

HA

N

(iv) Sons of the soil principle as a manifestation of regionalism
 "Sons of soil is a kind of regionalism that views a state as specifically belonging to the main
linguistic group inhabiting it.
 All others who are settled there and whose mother tongue is not the state’s main language, are
declared to be,outsiders.
 The “Sons of the soil” are populations that are culturally dominant in a region of a country,
demographically subordinate to the dominant culture of that country, and threatened by the migration
of settlers from the dominant culture into their historical homeland.

AK

AS

(v) Aggressive regionalism
 A form of regionalism that involves militant and fundamentalist groups advocating a separation
from India on the basis of ethnicity or any other factor.
 Isac Muivah's National Socialist Council of Nagaland, the Islamic fundamentalist groups in Jammu
and Kashmir, ULFA in Assam are examples of such an extreme dimension of regionalism.

OT

HE

RS

PR

(vi) Linguistic regionalism
 A demand for separate statehood within the Indian Union. Many times, linguistic or ethnic minorities
within the states come together and unite against the majority community in that state.
 This kind of sub-regionalism was validated by the State Reorganisation Act, 1956. The most recent
examples include the formation of Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Telangana.
 Meanwhile, there have been many demands including the creation of Bodoland for the Bodospeakers in Assam; Gorkhaland for ethnic Gorkha (Nepali) people in West Bengal; a Bundelkhand
state (covering part of Madhya Pradesh and part of Uttar Pradesh) for promoting the development
of the region.

Regionalism: Causes and Remedies

YA

L

BR

 End of policy of appeasement
 Rapid Economic Development
 Democratic Federal Constitutionalism
 Disciplined role of political parties






Development of National Language
Development of a self-imposed code of conduct
Security of Socio-economic Justice
Bridging of regional imbalances

Question Bank

O

A. Multiple Choice Questions

[1 Mark]

G

1. Who among the following believed that communalism came to India with the British?
(a) Mahatma Gandhi
(b) G.K. Gokhale
(c) Sardar Patel
(d) B.G. Tilak
2. What is the most appropriate meaning of the term secularism in the Indian context?
(a) Separation of religion from politics
(b) Freedom of religion
(c) There shall not be any religion of the state (d) Equality of all religions
3. ___________ means love of a particular region or state in preference to the country as a whole.
(a) Nationalism
(b) Regionalism
(c) Ethnicism
(d) Socialism
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4. Which are the important socio-economic factors of regional imbalance in India?
(a) Per capita income
(b) Regional location of industries
(c) Population below poverty line
(d) All of these
5. Communalism is opposed to
(a) Secularism
(c) Amity between classes

(b) Racial conflict
(d) All of these
(d) Both (a) and (b)

7. Caste system is
(a) Hierarchical

(d) All of these

(c) Dichotomy

HA

(b) Segmentary

N

6. Which of the following problems most fostered regionalism in India?
(a) Social
(b) Economic
(c) Religious

AS

8. Which of the following can play a vital role in removing regional disparity?
(a) bureaucracy
(b) state
(c) civil servants
(d) judiciary

AK

9. The famous work 'Communalism in Modern India' is written by
(a) Rumki Basu
(b) Ashutosh Varshney
(c) Bipin Chandra
(d) Satish Chandra

PR

10. Jawaharlal Nehru once described communalism as the Indian version of
(a) Fascism
(b) Apartheid
(c) Nazism
(d) Regionalism
(d) Jati

RS

11. Caste in India is an endogamous kinship group known as
(a) Varna
(b) Religion
(c) Slave

HE

12. Which Article provides for the setting up of a National Commission for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes?
(a) Article 370
(b) Article 338
(c) Article 332
(d) Article 335

OT

13. The main factor responsible for growth of communalism in India is
(a) Presence of many religions
(b) Past record of communal conflicts
(c) Group-based political mobilisation
(d) Discriminatory nature of constitution

BR

14. What are the major issues in Indian democracy?
(a) Communalism
(b) Religious fundamentalism
(c) Regionalism
(d) All of these
(c) 1958

(d) 1952

16. When was the state of Kerala formed?
(a) 1950
(b) 1951

(c) 1952

(d) 1956

17. Telangana became the 29th state of India on
(a) 1 January 2014
(b) 2 June 2014

(c) 7 December 2013 (d) 4 July 2014

O

YA

L

15. The state of Andhra Pradesh was formed in
(a) 1962
(b) 1956

G

18. Whose words are these, "Communalism is a challenge to Indian nationhood and Indian
nationalism"?
(a) M.K Gandhi
(b) Motilal Nehru
(c) Jawaharlal Nehru (d) Kamala Nehru

19. Who among the following was considered to be a forerunner of backward class movement?
(a) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
(b) Joythiba Phule
(c) E.V. Ramaswamy Niacker
(d) Ram Manohar Lohia
20. Communalism in India was born, nurtured and promoted by
(a) Muslim League
(b) Congress politics
(c) British imperialism (d) All of these
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HA

22. Which one of the following is not a cause of communalism?
(a) Religion is taken as the basis of the nation.
(b) When one religion is discriminated against other.
(c) State has no official religion.
(d) Demands of one religious group are formed in opposition to another.

N

21. Which among the following statements about India's Constitution is wrong?
(a) It prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion.
(b) It gives official status to one religion.
(c) It provides to all individuals freedom to profess any religion.
(d) It ensures equality of citizens within religious communities.

PR

AK

AS

23. The distinguishing feature of communalism is
(a) Followers of a particular religion must belong to one community.
(b) Communalism leads to the belief that people belonging to different religions can live as equal
citizens within one nation.
(c) A communal mind does not lead to quest for political dominance of one's own religious
community.
(d) A secular constitution is sufficient to combat communalism.

HE

RS

24. Which statements suggest that it is not politics that gets caste-ridden, it is the caste that gets politicised?
(A) When governments are formed, political parties take care that representatives of different
castes find a place in it.
(B) Each caste group incorporates neighbouring castes which were earlier excluded.
(C) Various caste groups enter into a coalition with other castes.
(D) Political parties and candidates in elections make appeals to caste sentiments.
(a) A, B and D
(b) B, C and D
(c) B and C
(d) A and D
(c) 28

26. Using of religion in politics by State power is
(a) Communal
(b) Regional

(c) Casteism

BR

OT

25. How many states does India have now?
(a) 29
(b) 30

(d) 31
politics.
(d) Democratic

G

O

YA

L

27. The Constitution allows the
to intervene in the matters of religion in order
to ensure equality within religious communities.
(a) Centre
(b) State
(c) District
(d) Village
are peculiar to India.
28. Social divisions based on
(a) Race
(b) Community
(c) Society
(d) Caste
29. New kinds of caste groups have come up in the political arena like
and
caste groups.
(a) Backward and forward
(b) Upward and downward
(c) Backward and upward
(d) Forward and downward
30. There is a disproportionately large presence of
caste among urban middle
classes in our country.
(a) Lower
(b) Upper
(c) Middle
(d) Below
communities the space
31. Expression of caste differences in politics gives many
to demand power.
(a) Scheduled Castes
(b) Scheduled Tribes
(c) Disadvantaged
(d) Other Backward Caste
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1. (a)

2. (d)

3. (b)

4. (d)

5. (a)

6. (d)

7. (d)

8. (d)

9. (c)

10. (a)

11. (d)

12. (b)

13. (c)

14. (d)

15. (b)

16. (d)

17. (c)

18. (c)

19. (d)

20. (c)

21. (b)

22. (c)

23. (a)

24. (c)

25. (c)

26. (a)

27. (b)

28. (d)

29. (a)

30. (b)

N

31. (c)

[1 Mark]

1. Mention any two forms of political violence in India.
Ans. Two forms of political violence in India are: Genocide and War.

PR

4. In which year, Goa became a state of the Indian Union?
Ans. 1987

AK

3. In which State of India did the Naxalite Movement start?
Ans. West Bengal

AS

2. Which is the latest State of India?
Ans. Telangana

HA

B. Very Short Answer Type Questions

5. Name the state which was the protectorate of India but became 22nd state of Indian Union.
Ans. Sikkim

RS

6. Name three states which was created in the year 2000.
Ans. Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand

OT

HE

7. How far is the demand for reservation beyond SCs, STs, and OBCs justified?
Ans. The demand for reservation beyond SCs, STs, and OBCs should be based on economic conditions
because poor people of every class of the society need help.

L

BR

8. How has regionalism affected Indian politics?
Ans. Indian politics are affected by regionalism through following ways:
(i) Regionalism has enormously affected Indian politics and is confronting the country as a
cardinal complicated problem. Regionalism has been quite dominant in the Indian system
since 1950.
(ii) The political parties strengthen their stand by sticking to regionalism.

O

YA

9. What do you understand by 'Regionalism'?
Ans. Regionalism means the feeling and attachment of the people to a smaller part of a region of the
country where they reside. According to Dr. DC Gupta, "Regionalism meant love of a particular
region in preference to the country."

G

10. Correct and rewrite the statement: Ravi and Beas river dispute was resolved between Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, and Uttarakhand.
Ans. Ravi and Beas river dispute was resolved between Punjab, Haryana, and Rajasthan.
11. Justify that Regionalism is not as dangerous as Communalism.
Ans. Regionalism only denotes a feeling of love for a particular region, while communalism encourages
communal riots.
12. What proportion of the country's population do the SCs, STs and OBCs together account for?
Ans. Two-thirds of the country's population.
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13. Why do Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have the prefix 'Scheduled'" in their names?
Ans. Both these broad groups include hundreds of castes or tribes whose names are listed in an official
Schedule, hence, the prefix 'scheduled' in their name.

N

14. What is communal politics?
Ans. When the demands of one religious group are formed in opposition to another and when state
power is used to establish domination of one religious group over the rest, this manner of using
religion in politics is called communal politics.

AS

Indian statehood and Indian nationalism.
Indian nationhood and Indian nationalism.
in India are Genocide and world War.
in India are Genocide and War.

AK

16. Correct and rewrite the statement:
(i) Communalism is a challenge to
Ans. Communalism is a challenge to
(ii) Two forms of political violence
Ans. Two forms of political violence

HA

15. Mention any one point of agreement included in the Rajiv Gandhi Logowal Accord.
Ans. To resolve the border dispute between Punjab and Haryana, a commission would be established.

PR

17. What is the ‘term’ used for a person who believes in equal rights and opportunities for women
and men?
Ans. Feminist

HE

C. Short Answer Type Questions

RS

18. Define the term ‘feminist’.
Ans. A woman or a man, who believes in equal rights and opportunities for women and men, is called
a feminist.

[2 Marks]

OT

1. What is meant by regionalism in the context of Indian democracy?
Ans. Regionalism in the context of Indian democracy means an ideology and political movement that
seeks the advancement of particular geographical regions that have a distinct culture, language,
identity, and tradition.

BR

2. Write three forms of political violence in India and comment briefly on the causes of each?
Ans. Three forms of political violence are:
(i) Inter-state (ii) Intra-state (iii) Communal issues

YA

L

3. What is casteism?
Ans. Casteism is the belief in, and adherence to the caste system. It involves separation on the basis
of caste.

G

O

4. State the importance of reforms in the education system to check communalism under
strengthening Indian Democracy.
Ans. Education system reforms can inculcate learning on diversity of culture. This would allow
appreciation of the differences among different groups of people and higher levels of tolerance
thus, strengthening Indian democracy.
5. Assess the influences of politics on caste system
Ans. The influences of politics on caste system:
(i) Each caste group tries to become bigger by incorporating within its sub-castes.
(ii) Various caste groups are required to enter into a coalition with other castes or communities.
(iii) New kinds of caste groups have entered politics like backward and forward castes.
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6. How is casteism dangerous for a democratic country?
Ans. Casteism is dangerous due to following reasons:
(i) It is actually against the basic principle of democracy i.e., liberty, equality and fraternity.
(ii) It gives encouragement to vote bank politics because of which economic based issues are
pushed back by the leaders of different castes.
(iii) It encourages interest of castes and is against national unity.

HA

N

7. Is caste system coming to an end? Explain.
Ans. Giving occupation to the child is one of the main features of caste system. But due to
industrialisation and modernisation new occupations came into being. People begin to adopt new
occupations which have led to the end of this feature of caste system.

PR

AK

AS

8. How does communalism threaten the Indian Democracy?
Ans. Communalism threatens the Indian democracy through following ways:
(i) Communalism involves religious prejudice, stereotypes of religious communities and belief
in the superiority of one's religion over other religions.
(ii) A communal mind often leads to a quest for political dominance of one's own religious community.
(iii) Political mobilisation on religious lines is another frequent form of communalism.
(iv) In electoral politics, this often involves special appeal to the interests or emotions of votes
of one religion in preference to others.
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9. Write the various forms that communalism take place in politics.
Ans. The various froms in which commcenalism take place:
(i) In politics, communalism leads to a tendency of dominance of one community over the other.
(ii) For those belonging to the majority community, this takes the form of majoritarian dominance.
(iii) For those belonging to the minority, it can take the form of a desire to form a separate
political unit.
(iv) There is use of religious ideas and emotional appeals and plain fear in order to bring the
followers of one religion together in political arena.
(v) In electoral politics this often involves special appeal to the interests or emotions of voters
of one religion in preference to another.
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10. "The old notions of caste hierarchy are breaking down in India". Support the answer of statement
with suitable examples.
Ans. The old notions of caste hierarchy have broken down as follows:
(i) As per the old caste hierarchy Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras formed the ladder
from top to bottom. Various socio-economic and political changes have almost broken down
this hierarchy.
(ii) The main occupations of the Brahmins were to perform various religious riotes. Now, one
can see Brahmins in various other occupations. They are running shops and hotels.
(iii) Kshatriyas and Vaishyas are also working in many fields.
(iv) Shudras, who were once untouchables, are now politicians, doctors, professors and they now
hold various respectable posts in government and private sectors.
11. Write two causes of the origin of regionalism.
Ans. Causes of the origin of regionalism.
(i) The problems of regionalism are connected with language in India, which is a multi-lingual
country and people speaking various languages have initiated intense movements for separate
states.

76

Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination

GOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

(ii) Religious causes, at times, heightens regionalism The Akali's demand for Punjabi Suba was
largely the result of religious influence.

N

12. How can the problem of regionalism be solved?
Ans. The solution to the problem of regionalism does not lie in the formation of small states, but
it depends upon the economic development of backward areas, elimination of corruption, and
working for the welfare of people. The problem of regionalism should be solved by giving a
patient hearing to the problems of people whose regions are economically backward.
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HA

13. What do you know about E.V. Ramaswami Naicker?
Ans. E.V. Ramaswami Naicker is also known as Periyar who was a strong supporter of atheism. He
was against the caste system and led the anti-caste struggle. He was a great supporter of the
independent entity of Dravid. He led the anti-Brahmin movement and also a founder of Dravid
Kazhagam. He opposed the use of Hindi as a compulsory language.
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AK

14. Why is violence between two communities considered a threat to democracy?
Ans. It is true that violence between two communities is considered a threat to democracy. India's
democratic politics is based on the premise that all religious communities enjoy the freedom
that they may join any party. It is also accepted that there will not be community-based political
parties. Even then the democratic atmosphere of the country faced many challenges during the
anti-Sikh riots of 1984, violence in Gujrat in 2002, demolition of Babri Masjid in 1992, etc.
Thus, communal riots are against democratic norms.
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15. Suppose a politician seeks your vote on the religious ground. Why is this act considered against
the norms of democracy? Explain.
Ans. Reasons against the norms of democracy:
(i) This act is against the Constitution. He is exploiting social differences which may create
social discard and can lead to social division.
(ii) Religion becomes a problem when it is expressed in politics and when one religion and its
followers are pitted against another.
(iii) When beliefs of one religion are presented as superior to those of other religions and the
demands of one religious group are formed in opposition to another and the state power is used
to establish the domination of religious group over the rest, it leads to communal politics.
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L

16. How was the Naxalite movement splintered into various political parties and organisations of India?
Ans. The Maoist movement started in the year 1967 in West Bengal. In 1969 the Maoists got separated
from CPI (M) and under the leadership of Charu Majumdar who formed the party C.P.I. (MarxistLeninist). Later this movement formed C.P.I. (Marxist-Leninist Liberation).
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O

17. What did the special status given to Jammu and Kashmir under Article 370 mean?
Ans. The special status:
(i) Article 370 provided a separate constitution for the state of Jammu and Kashmir. But no
other state of India has a separate constitution.
(ii) Under Article 370, the Residuary Powers belong to Jammu and Kashmir state, whereas for
another state it belongs to the Union Parliament.

18. What lessons can we draw from the feeling of alienation in some parts of India?
Ans. After independence in some parts of India, there was a feeling of alienation among the people.
We can draw the following lesson from the feelings of alienation:
(i) In India there is a great need to remove disparities among the different regions of the nation.
(ii) Special attention should be given to the development of backward areas.
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19. Mention any two constitutional provisions that make India a Secular State.
Ans. Two constitutional provisions that make India a Secular State are:
(i) There is no official religion for the Indian State. Unlike the status of Buddhism in Sri Lanka,
Islam in Pakistan and Christianity in England, our Constitution does not give a special status
to any religion.
(ii) At the same time, the Constitution allows the State to intervene in the matters of religion in
order to ensure equality within religious communities; for example, it bans untouchability.

AS

HA

N

20. What do you understand by Economic Backwardness?
Ans. Economic Backwardness: The uneven pattern of socio-economic development has created
regional disparities. The categorisation and sub-categorisation of the states on the basis of socioeconomic development and use of resources have generated resentment, leading to regionalism.
Example: Split of Telangana from Andhra Pradesh, demand for separate statehood for Vidarbha,
Saurashtra, etc.
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21. Explain the meaning of communalism, in the Indian context.
Ans. Communalism implies a strong sense of belonging to a particular religious community to the
exclusion of others. The concept of communalism holds that religious distinction is the most
fundamental and overriding distinction that separates a particular community from others.
Communalism, as evident from the rise of politics based on religious identity, has been an
important factor in the Indian political system. The relationship between communalism and Indian
politics was institutionalised in 1909 by the Minto-Morley Reforms and subsequently through
the Montague Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 which led to separate electorates. Though the system
was abolished in 1947, the germs of communalism remained in independent India as well.
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22. Explain the meaning of communalism and discuss its effects on the functioning of Indian democracy.
Ans. Communalism refers to aggressive chauvinism based on religious identity. Communalism is an
attitude that considers one's own group as legitimate and worthy while others as inferior and
illegitimate. In simple language, it is an aggressive political ideology linked to religion. Since
India is a multi-religion country, communalism is often used as a tool to serve the selfish motive
of the politicians.
Communalism is a sensitive issue in the context of India because it is a recurrent source of
violence and tensions. Communal riots are conducted to save the false pride of the respective
communities. People got to the extent of looting, raping and massacring others in the name of
violence. Some example of communalism riots are anti-Sikh riots of Delhi in 1984 under congress
government and anti-Muslim violence in Gujarat in 2002 under BJP government.

YA

23. Discuss the role of caste in Indian politics.
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Ans. The caste system plays a significant role in Indian politics. It helps in the direction of political
socialisation, political mobilisation, and institutionalisation. Various policies and programmes
of political parties are made on the basis of caste. Even the positions within a political party
are determined on the basis of caste. Caste plays a vital role in elections as people select their
candidates on the basis of caste.
Hence, caste is encashed by the leaders for vote bank. Caste also plays the role of pressure group
in the arena of politics, as political bargaining is also based on caste. The administration is also
influenced by caste as appointments, postings and transfers are also influenced by caste. Even
the officials also carry out their administrative decisions keeping in mind caste considerations.
24. Explain three forms of political violence in India and comment briefly on the causes of each.
Ans. Three forms of political violence in India:
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(i) Inter-State: There are certain matters like distribution of river water, inclusion and exclusion
of certain linguistic areas into a state, where we find political violence done by the political
parties, its supporters and public mobilisation as well. In such cases, two or more states
participate when their political motives do not get accommodated into the existing system.
(ii) Intra-State: Political violence takes place when within the state two or more opposing
political parties come up with their unmatchable issues. Political violence also takes place
when people of the same state come out for the political demonstration, political strikes and
political movements against the ruling party or the government.
(iii) Communal Issues: India is the house to many different religions with its rights. Being a
secular state, all the existing religions have the rights to propagate and practice any religion
according to their choice. And while doing so, we find different communal people clash with
each other in order to protect their religious rights. At times, they take the form of riots as
well. Then strong actions are taken to curb the issues and settle down the matters.
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25. Identify three challenges facing Indian democracy and explore how these can be overcome.
Ans. Most of the established democracies like India face the challenge of expansion. This involves
applying the basic principles of democratic government across all the regions, different social
groups and various institutions. Ensuring greater power to the local governments, the extension
of federal principles to all the units of the federation and inclusion of women and minority
groups fall under this challenge. This also means that fewer and fewer decisions should remain
outside the arena of democratic control.
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26. Explain three important causes of regionalism in Indian politics.
Ans. Important causes of regionalism:
(i) Geographical factors: Indian has great diversity in terms of its relief features. The resources
Industries, soil, irrigation, etc., are not similar and therefore they also cause differences among
the people.
(ii) Political factors: The administrative policies and decisions, as well as the developmental
plans, are taken at the national level, may not satisfy all people of the country and these
people, who remain dissatisfied, may feel that their interest is not properly safeguarded and
may result in a feeling of alienation thus leading to regionalism.
(iii) Economic factors: In the present times, uneven developments in different parts of the country
is a prime reason for regionalism. There are certain regions in the country where industrial
development, educational and health facilities, communication network and agricultural
development has made sufficient progress as compared to others. Thus the feeling of regionalism
develops due to negligence of the backward areas.
(iv) Language, culture, customs: These factors have played a major role in creating feelings of
regionalism, especially among illiterates or less educated people.
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O

27. What is casteism?
Ans. Casteism is the belief in, and adherence to the caste system. It involves separation on the basis
of caste. For example, in India the Caste System constituted four major varna categories namely
Brahmins, Khastriyas, Vaishyas and Sudras. While Brahmins were engaged in spiritual work,
Khastriyas were involved into warfare and Vaishyas did business. Sudras were required to do
menial work.
28. How does religion influence the political set up in our country? Explain.
Ans. "Religion can never be separated from politics". By religion we did not mean any particular religion
like Hinduism or Islam, but moral values and ethics drawn from religion to guide politics. Religion
in politics is not as dangerous as it may seem to us. Ethical values of each religion can play a major
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role in politics. According to Human Rights Groups, most of the victims of communal riots in our
country are from religious minorities. Government can take special steps to protect them. Family
laws of all religions discriminate against women. The government can change laws to make them
more equitable. These instances show a relationship between religion and politics. People should be
able to express in politics their needs, interests and demands as members of a religious community.
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29. State how caste inequalities are still continuing in India.
Ans. Caste inequalities:
(i) Even now most people marry within their own caste.
(ii) Untouchability has not ended completely despite constitutional prohibition.
(iii) Effects of centuries of advantages and disadvantages can be felt today. The caste groups that
had access to education under old system have done well, whereas those groups that did not
have access to education have lagged behind.
(iv) There is a large presence of 'upper caste' among the urban middle classes in our country.
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30. What factors have brought about a change in the Indian Caste system in modern times?
Ans. The castes and caste system in modern India have undergone great changes due to the efforts
of social reformers and the socio-economic changes in India. With economic development, large
scale urbanisation, growth of literacy and education, occupational mobility and weakening of
the position of landlords in the villages, the old notions of caste hierarchy are breaking down.
Politics too influences the caste system and caste identities by bringing them into the political
arena. The Constitution of India prohibits any caste-based discrimination and has laid foundations
of policies to reverse injustices of the caste system.

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

31. Explain the various forms that caste can take in politics.
Ans. Various forms of caste in politics:
(i) When governments are formed, political parties usually take care that representatives of
different castes and tribes find a place in it.
(ii) When parties choose candidates, they keep in mind the composition of the electorate and
accordingly choose candidates from different castes so as to provide necessary support to win
elections.
(iii) Political parties make appeals to caste sentiments to gain support. Some political parties are
known to favour some castes.
(iv) Universal Adult Franchise and the principle of “one-person-one-vote” compelled political
leaders to mobilise political support. It also brought new consciousness among people
belonging to those castes which were treated as inferiors.
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32. Explain the factors that have led to the weakening of the caste system in India.
Ans. Factors that have led to the weakening of the caste system:
(i) Efforts of political leaders and social reformers like Gandhiji, B.R. Ambedkar who advocated
and worked to establish a society in which caste inequalities are absent.
(ii) Socio-economic changes such as urbanisation growth of literacy and education occupational
mobility weakening of landlord's position in the village breaking down of caste hierarchy
have greatly contributed.
(iii) The Constitution of India prohibited any caste-based discrimination and laid the foundations
of policies to reverse the injustices of the caste system.
(iv) Provision of Fundamental Rights has played a major role because these rights are provided
to all citizens without any discrimination.
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33. How far is it correct to say that it is not politics that gets caste ridden but it is the caste that
gets politicised? Explain.
Ans. Caste ridden politics include:
(i) Each caste group tries to become bigger by incorporating within itself neighbouring castes
or sub-castes.
(ii) Various caste groups enter into a coalition with other castes for negotiations.
(iii) New caste groups like 'backward' and 'forward' have come up in the political arena.
(iv) Expressions of caste differences in politics give many disadvantaged communities the chance
to demand their share of power and thus gain access to decision-making.
(v) Many political and non-political organisations have been demanding and agitating for an end
to discrimination against particular castes for more dignity and more access to land, resources
and opportunities.
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34. What are the major beliefs of communal people?
Ans. The major beliefs:
(i) Communalism is a situation when a particular community tries to promote its own interests
at the cost of other communities.
(ii) Communal politics is based on the idea that religion is the principal basis of social community.
(iii) The followers of a particular religion must belong to one community. There fundamental
interests should be the same. Any difference that they may have, that is irrelevant.
(iv) Communalism also includes that people who follow different religions have some
commonalties. These are superficial and immaterial. There interests are bound be different
and involve a conflict.
(v) Sometimes communalism leads to the belief that people belonging to different religions cannot
live as equal citizens within one nation.
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35. Examine the basic features of the caste system prevailing in India.
Ans. The basic features of the caste system:
(i) The association of political parties with social groups is not always bad.
(ii) Associations of political parties with weaker section of society are healthy for democracy.
(iii) Through political parties, the weaker sections get together to voice their opinion and get a
chance for their betterment.
(iv) The caste system was based on exclusion of and discrimination against the 'out caste' groups
that were subjected to inhuman practice of untouchability.
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36. Differentiate between Inter-State and Intra-state.
Ans. Differences between Inter-State: There are certain matters like distribution of river water, inclusion
and exclusion of certain linguistic areas into a state, where we find political violence done by the
political parties, its supporters and public mobilisation as well. In such cases, two or more states
participate when their political motives do not get accommodated into the existing system.

G

Intra-State: Political violence takes place when within the state two or more opposing political
parties come up with their unmatchable issues. Political violence also takes place when people of
the same state come out for the political demonstration, political strikes and political movements
against the ruling party or the government.

37. Explain the status of women’s representation in India’s legislative bodies.
Ans. The one way to ensure that women-related problems get adequate attention is to have more
women as elected representatives. To achieve this, it is legally binding to have a fair proportion
of women in the elected bodies.
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(i) Panchayati Raj in India has reserved one-third seats in Local Government bodies for women.
(ii) In India, the proportion of women in legislature has been very low. The percentage of elected
women members in Lok Sabha is not even 10% and in State Assemblies less than 5%. India is
behind several developing countries of Africa and Latin America. Women organisations have
been demanding reservations of at least one-third seats in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies
for women.
(iii) And only recently, in March 2010, the Women’s Reservation Bill was passed in the Rajya
Sabha ensuring 33% reservation to women in Parliament and State Legislative bodies.
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38. “The Government of India gives holidays for the festivals of most of the religions.” Why is it
so? Give your viewpoint.
Ans. The Government of India gives all religious holidays because India is a secular state. Certain
provisions were adopted in the Constitution to make India a secular state:
(i) here is no official religion for the Indian State. Unlike the status of Buddhism in Sri Lanka
and Islam in Pakistan, our Constitution does not give a special status to any religion.
(ii) The Constitution provides to all individuals and communities freedom to profess, practice
and propagate any religion or not to follow any.
(iii) The Constitution prohibits discrimination on the grounds of religion.
(iv) Constitution allows the State to intervene in the matters of religion in order to ensure equality
within religious communities, for example, it bans untouchability.
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39. Give negative impacts of regionalism.
Ans. Negative Impacts
(i) Rise of Insurgency: Regionalism is a threat to the development and unity of the nation as it
creates internal security challenges by the insurgent groups (Khalistan movement in Punjab),
who propagate the feelings of regionalism against the mainstream politico-administrative setup
of the country.
(ii) A symmetrical Development: Regional demands undermine national demands as
Developmental plans are implemented unevenly focusing on regions to which important
leaders belong, hence unrest is generated among the rest of the regions.
(iii) Challenge to Foreign Policy: Regionalism creates hurdles in international diplomacy, for
example in case of Mamata Banerjee not agreeing to Land Boundary agreement and Teesta
River Water sharing, when the leaders at centre level were ready to do it.
(iv) Restricting Fundamental Rights: Restricts freedom of movement and profession, defeating
Article 19 of the constitution, as non natives are exploited and mistreated leading to
vulnerability of the migrant population. For example, recent Gujarat migrant crisis.
40. Give positive impacts of regionalism.
Ans. Positive Impacts:
(i) Symmetrical Development: Regional aspirations have a positive impact on balanced regional
development as concerns are voiced and heard by central authority which then tries to
minimize the disparities.
(ii) Competitive Federalism: It helps in the development of a spirit of competitive federalism,
thereby lifting the underdeveloped regions on per with national growth.
(iii) Promotes Democratic Ethos: Regionalism helps in promoting the democratic culture of
society by discussion, debate and action on regional issues.
(iv) Safety Valve: It provides an outlet to the diverse discourse and concerns of society and their
timely redressal, which helps in releasing tension/ stress that may arise in a diverse society
thereby acting as a safety valve.
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1. Explain about the challenge of caste and casteism in Indian democracy.
Ans. Caste continues to be a major detainment of social and political life of India. Its presence as one
of the most ancient features of Indian society has been naturally acting as a factor of political
and social relations. Jai Prakash Narayan once observed that caste has acted as the most major
political party in India. It has been a determinant of political participation, voting behaviour and
almost all other aspects of Indian politics.
Political parties and leaders use caste to secure their objectives in politics. Caste determines
the nature, organisation and working of political parties and interests groups, legislatures,
bureaucracies, and in fact almost all political functions and structures. Caste voting, caste based
candidatures, caste based riots, caste violence, caste conflicts and the issue of reservation versus
non-reservations, have been factors of Indian politics. All these have been constituting a big
challenge to Indian democracy.
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2. Discuss about the challenge of communalism in India.
Ans. Communalism continues to be a sad and hard reality of Indian politics. Even after the adoption
of the objectives of justice, secularism and equality of all the people, communalism continues
to afflict Indian democracy. The fact remains that it has been even increasing in intensity and
spreading its fangs. It constitutes the biggest strain on the unity and integrity of India as a nation.
Communalism in India has been basically present as Hindu-Muslim communalism. However
at the same time it must be stated unchaste communalism, regional communalism and castes
communalism have been also present in India.
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The communal riots which accompanied the dawn of independence and the unfortunate partition of
India greatly shook the people of India. The leaders of free India decided to end this menace through
the adoption of secularism as a fundamental feature of Indian Constitution. Justice, equality, liberty
and fraternity were accepted as the four cardinal objectives to be secured for all the citizens of India.
The decision to secure an emotional integration of people was made. The Constitution guaranteed
Right to Religious Freedom to all and refrained from adopting any religion as a state religion.
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3. What is regionalism?
Ans. In its positive sense, regionalism means the love for one’s area of living or a particular region to
which one belongs. It is something natural. The inhabitants of West Bengal love their language
and culture, and there is nothing unusual or wrong about it. To secure the interests of their
state is a natural objective before all its inhabitants. This type of regionalism has to be accepted
as a natural feature of federal India. In this category, all excessive demands and movements
directed against centralism, particularly excessive centralism, and in favour of decentralisation
and financial autonomy of states can also be included.
However, in its negative sense and in its present form, regionalism means love for one’s own
over and above the interests of the nation as a whole. In this sense, a region is taken to mean
a particular territorial area whose inhabitants have close cultural, social, economic, linguistic,
historical and religious links among them, and who consider themselves distinct and different
from other areas and their people. When the people of a region make regional and narrow
demands which are opposed to the interests of other regions or the country as a whole, it
tantamount to the negative and aggressive and regionalism. It posses a big strain upon national
interests and limit the strength of the nation as a whole.
4. What are the steps taken for the elimination of social inequality?
Ans. The steps taken for the elimination of social inequality:
(i) Caste-based discrimination and violence should be checked through stronger laws, policies
and actions.
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(ii) Promotion of secularism as the way of life by reforming the Indian education system.
(iii) Securing the empowerment of women by all means: spread of women education, increased
employment opportunities for employment and self-employment of women, stringent
punishments for the person found guilty for female foeticide and implementation of women
oriented special development plans and programmes
(iv) All women organisations like All India Women Conference and all non-government organisations
(NGOs), must organise campaigns against social evils, particularly against casteism, female
foeticide, domestic violence and discrimination against women and bonded labour.
(v) Since social inequalities are mostly the products of ignorance and mad for love for some age
old traditions (evil customs), all the people, the government, the mass media, and the civil
society as a whole and must make concerted and collective efforts for creating widespread
awareness against social evils.
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5. What are the suggestions for achieving a more effective education system?
Ans. The suggestions for achieving a more effective education system:
(i) Reading material being provided to the schools and colleges should be properly examined.
Textbooks committees should receive definite guidelines in this matter. Model books should
be got prepared by the UGC/NCERT.
(ii) Communalism of history should not be permitted and tolerated. Books on the views and
sacrifices of all national heroes should be prepared and placed in all the libraries.
(iii) Cultural academics should be established and made to work for strengthening the composite
culture of India.
(iv) Collective celebration of all festivals by the members of all the communities should be
encouraged.
(v) Mass media should be used for inculcating a national outlook.
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6. Why is the future of democracy in India secured and bright?
Ans. The future of democracy in India is secure and bright because the people of India have
positively adopted it. They have an unshakeable faith in liberalism and democracy. However,
for making the future of Indian democracy brighter and more productive, the government and
the people must act as a united, integrated, motivated and disciplined team. Political success
of Indian democracy must be supplemented by its success in social and economic dimensions.
The benefits of technological advancement and economic development must reach every section
of Indian society. The current political stability and national drive for all round development
must be used for securing a high level of sustainable development. Since the people of India
have realised this need and are committed to secure it, the future of Indian democracy appears
to be very bright. India is really a liberal democratic India. It is destined to remain so. It is
destined to become a fully developed and powerful democratic country- a super power in the
next two decades of the 21st century.

G

7. State some essential policies and decisions for strengthening the process of integration.
Ans. Essential policies and decisions:
(i) Strong laws for curbing the activities of terrorists, militants, and communalists and all antisocial elements.
(ii) Strong steps for checking corruption among civil servants and police should be taken. They
must be made people friendly, public service oriented and efficient public servants.
(iii) Special steps and programmes for removing regional imbalances should be undertaken.
(iv) An efficient and alert law and order machinery should be continuously maintained.
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(v) Securing of total literacy and organisation of special awareness campaigns for all citizens
must be initiated.
(vi) A better use of urban and rural institutions of local self-government should be made.

AK

AS

HA

N

8. Elaborate about the effective of educational system.
Ans. The recommendation made by the National Integration Committee are worth consideration.
Education is of utmost importance for creating a national outlook. The most impressionable age
is at the pre-primary stage, but we cannot afford to neglect any age group. Education should be
made compulsory and re-oriented and be made more broad-based. It should aim at:
(i) Equipping students with a knowledge of the all aspects of our national life and history of
freedom struggle.
(ii) Encouraging all such studies and activities as can lead to greater understanding among
communities and states, thus fostering a feeling of national unity.
(iii) Creating a feeling that the nation and its resources belong to all citizens who have equal
rights and duties.

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

9. What are the factors that fuel the fire of separatism in India?
Ans. Following are the reasons that cause separatism in India:
(i) Geographical and Cultural Causes: After independence, the states were reorganised on the
basis of old boundaries and so the people living in one state could not develop the feeling
of oneness. Generally, language and culture lead to regional sentiments.
(ii) Historical Causes: History has contributed to the origin of regionalism doubly i.e., positively
and negatively which leads to separatism. Origin of Shiv Sena is a proof of positive
contribution and Dravida Munnetra Kazgham a negative one.
(iii) Language: Norman D. Palmer believes that much of the political concerns the question of
regionalism and language. He opines that the problem of regionalism is candidly connected
with language. India is a multi-lingual country and people speaking various languages initiated
intense movements for separate states. Indian Government, by organising states on a linguistic
basis, has created a never-ending problem.
(iv) Caste: Caste, too, has contributed significantly to the origin of regionalism. Domination of
a single caste at a place leads to a violent form of regionalism.

G

O

YA

L

10. Describe the advantages of the democratic approach to the question of diversity in uniting a
large country like India.
Ans. India is a vast country and people belonging to various religions and castes live here. Many
religions in the country are developed while others are underdeveloped. The standard of living
of the people of U.P., Bihar, Assam, Himachal Pradesh, and Nagaland is very low. The regional
feeling and regional imbalances encourage the feeling of separatism in India.
Social tension and violence is the biggest hurdle in the way of a successful democracy. It always
exists in one part of the country or the other because of economic inequality and regional feelings.
In India, people have the right to express their regional aspirations. Besides this, in democratic
politics, there is a full opportunity for different political parties to represent the regional
aspirations of native people. Regional aspiration is a very strong aspect of democratic politics
and due weight and importance are given to it.

11. In actual life, democracy do not appear to be very successful in reducing economic inequalities
explain by giving examples.
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N

Ans. Following measures were adopted in order to reduce economic inequalities:
(i) In most of the democracies a small number of ultra rich enjoy a highly disproportionate share
of wealth and income.
(ii) The share of rich class is increases whereas those who are not at bottom of the society have
been little to depend upon.
(iii) Even in India, the poor constitute a large proportion of our voters and no party will like
to lose their votes. Yet democratically elected government does not appear to be as keen to
address the question of poverty as is expected.
(iv) The situation is much worse in some other countries. In Bangladesh, more than half of its
population lives in poverty.
(v) People in several poor countries are now dependent on the rich countries even for the food
supplies.

AS

12. Mention different aspects of life in which women are discriminated against or disadvantaged in India.

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

AK

Ans. ‘Gender division is not based on Biology but on social expectations and stereotypes’:
(i) Boys and girls are brought up to believe that the main responsibility of women is house work
and bringing up children. There is sexual division of labour in most families where women
stay at home and men work outside to play the role of breadwinners.
(ii) Literacy rate among women is only 54% in comparison to 76% among men. In studies, girls
mostly perform better than boys, but they drop out simply because parents prefer to spend
their resources on their sons’ education. A smaller proportion of girls go for higher studies.
(iii) On an average, a woman works more than an average man everyday. Since much of her work is
not paid for, therefore often not valued. The Equal Wages Act provides for equal wages for equal
work, but in almost all areas of work from sports to cinema, from factories to fields, women are
comparatively paid less because of the male chauvinistic bent of mind of society.
(iv) Child sex-ratio (number of girl children per thousand boys) is very low. In India, the national
average is 927. In some places, it is even lower because parents prefer to have sons so they
get girl child aborted.
(v) In urban areas too, women are not respected and are unsafe even in their homes being
subjected to beating, harassment and other forms of domestic violence.
(vi) The role of women in politics in most societies is minimal.
E. Case Study Based Questions

[4 Marks]

G

O

YA

L

Passage 1
Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
The Constitution of India contains several features which stand designed to initiate the process of
meeting several socio-economic challenges. It clearly lays down both the goals to be secured as well
as the means to be used for securing these. The goals have been broadly defined in the preamble
of constitution and elaborate by the Directive Principles of State Policy. The means for achieving
these goals have been laid down in other parts of the constitution. Parliamentary Democracy have
been successfully developing in India since the inauguration of the constitution of India on 26th
January 1950. The organisation of government by the directly elected representatives of the people
has been the cardinal rule of Indian democracy.
(i) Which contains several features which stand designed to initiate the process of meeting several
socio-economic challenges?
Ans. Constitution of India
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(ii) When was the Constitution of India enforced?
Ans. 26 January 1950
(iii) How does a Parliamentary democracy work?
Ans. In a Parliamentary system, laws are made by majority vote of the legislature and signed by the
head of state.
Passage 2

AK

AS

HA

N

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
Caste is a social phenomenon found in several human societies. However it is functioning in its
most elaborately defined and rigid form in our country. Indian society has been a caste based social
system and castes and caste system still continue to be a major part of Indian society and polity.
Caste system has several disadvantages which come in the way of social progress and political
development. Casteism acts as a hindrance in the way of national integration and nation-building. It
has been responsible for the existence of caste communalism and caste violence in our society and
polity. It has also been behind the continued presence of social exploitation and social injustice against
the people belonging to SCs and STs.

PR

(i) Name the social phenomenon found in several human societies particularly in India.
Ans. Caste
(ii) _______ acts as a hindrance in the way of national integration and nation-building.
Ans. Casteism

HE

RS

(iii) What do you understand by the term ‘Communalism’?
Ans. Communalism is religion-based politics. It derives from history, differences in beliefs, and
tensions between the communities.
Passage 3

YA

L

BR

OT

Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions.
Though the spirit of secularism stand clearly in the affirmation of Constitution of India, yet in a limited
and indirect way, it also recognises the caste system in the form of providing a caste for a reservation
of seats for SCs and STs in the union Parliament and the state Legislative Assemblies (Articles 330
and 332). The provision for the appointment of special-minister in-charge of looking after the welfare
of SCs and other backward classes in several states also reflects an indirect recognition of caste factor.
Articles 331 and 332 provide for the reservation of seats in Lok Sabha and state legislatures for the
Anglo-Indian community. The emergency of strong pro-reservation and anti-reservation groups in India
has been a direct consequence of these provisions of the Constitution.

O

(i) Which article was made for the reservation of seats in Lok Sabha and state legislatures for the
Anglo-Indian community?
Ans. Article 331 and 332

G

(ii) How many seats are reserved for the SCs and STs in the Lok Sabha?
Ans. 84 seats are reserved for Scheduled Castes and 47 seats for the Scheduled Tribes.

(iii) What do you understand by the term ‘Secularism’?
Ans. Secularism is the principle of separation of the state from religious institutions. India is a secular
country.
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SPECIMEN QUESTION PAPER (Solved)
Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hour
Candidates are allowed an additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.

(i)

AK

Question 1.

AS

SECTION A - 8 MARKS

HA

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

N

(For Semester - 2 Examination)
[Issued by CISCE]

implies pro-active approach of the judiciary towards prevailing socio-economic
and political apathy in the country.
[1]

of the total seats have been reserved for women in Panchayati Raj by the 73rd
Amendment Act.
[1]

RS

(iii)

PR

(ii) The words Secular, Socialist and Integrity were added in the Preamble of the constitution of India
amendment act 1976.
[1]
by

OT

HE

(iv) State whether the following statements are True or False:
(a) Writ of ‘Habeas Corpus’ is applicable even to those persons who are detained under preventive
detention law like MISA, POTA, TADA etc.
[1]
(b) Fundamental rights are enjoyed by the citizens of India without any restrictions.
[1]
(c) Twelfth schedule in the constitution was added by the 73rd amendment Act 1992.
[1]
[1]

(vi) Who is in-charge of the administration of Municipal Corporation?
(a) Mayor
(b) Deputy Mayor
(c) Chief Executive Officer
(d) Chief Minister

[1]

YA

L

BR

(v) Which of the following Directive Principles of State Policy has not been implemented?
(a) Free and compulsory education
(b) Uniform civil code
(c) Nationalisation
(d) Abolition of bonded labour

Ans.

O

(i) Judicial Activism

G

(ii) 42nd Amendment Act

(iii) 1/3rd
(iv) (a) False
(b) False
(c) False
(v) Uniform Civil Code
(vi) Mayor
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SECTION B - 12 MARKS
Answer the following questions briefly.
Question 2.

[2]

What is meant by the doctrine of implied powers? Which case under the doctrine of implied powers
led to the origin of judicial review in USA?
Answer.

HA

N

Implied powers are political powers granted to the United States government that are not explicitly
stated in the Constitution.

AS

In 1803, the power of judicial review was used for the first time by the U.S. Supreme Court to declare
an act of Congress unconstitutional. Acting under the doctrine of Implied Powers, the Supreme Court
in its judgement in Marbury v. Madison case (1803), admitted its existence and used it.
Question 3.

[2]

AK

What does Single Citizenship mean as one of the features of the Indian Constitution?
Answer.

PR

The Constitution of India gives single citizenship to the people of the country. All the people irrespective
of the states or territories in which they reside are the citizens of the country. This is unlike USA, where
a citizen is a citizen of USA and the state in which he/she resides.

RS

Question 4.

[2]

HE

Briefly explain any two features of the Parliamentary form of government in India.
Answer.

OT

(i) In a Parliamentary system powers are centered in the Parliament, The Legislature takes the
responsibility of government.

Question 5.

BR

(ii) The executive is divided in two parts- Head of the state i.e. Monarch or the President, and the
head of the Government i.e. Prime Minister.
[2]

G

O

YA

L

(i) Which type of judiciary does Indian constitution establish? What does it signify?
OR
(ii) What is the Advisory function of the Supreme Court in India?
Answer.
(i) The Indian judicial system is a single integrated system. The Constitution of India divides the Indian
judiciary into superior judiciary (the Supreme Court and the High Courts) and the subordinate
judiciary (the lower courts under the control of the High Courts). The principal role of the judiciary
is to protect rule of law and ensure supremacy of law.
OR

(ii) The Advisory Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court:- Under Article 143 of the Constitution of India,
the President of India may obtain the opinion of the Supreme Court of India on any question or
fact of law which may be of public importance and may need any advice from the Supreme Court.

Question 6.

[2]

Why is Local Self Government necessary?
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Answer.
Local government institutions provide an opportunity to the people to participate freely and actively in
the government which they formulate for their respective areas. These are necessary to encourage and
foster initiative, independence, and enterprise on the part of the people.
Question 7.

[2]

N

What is meant by Regionalism?
Answer.

HA

Regionalism in the context of Indian democracy means an ideology and political movement that seeks the
advancement of particular geographical regions that have a distinct culture, language, identity, and tradition.

AK

SECTION C - 20 MARKS

AS

In its positive sense, regionalism means the love for one’s area of living or a particular region to which
one belongs. It is something natural. In its negative sense and in its present form, regionalism means
love for one’s own over and above the interests of the nation as a whole.

Answer the following questions.

PR

Question 8.

[4]

RS

Briefly evaluate the relevance of the Indian Judiciary as an independent organ of the Government. With
the help of any two measures, explain how its independence can be ensured?
Answer.

BR

OT

HE

The chief quality which helps the judiciary to faithfully administer justice and to keep up its credibility,
is judicial independence in the discharge of its high functions. It is only when the judiciary works
independently, i.e. without any outside interference by the other two organs of the government, that the
judiciary can carry out its high responsibilities which include:(i) The responsibility of protecting the citizens from the possible legislative and executive excesses.
(ii) The responsibility to protect fundamental rights of the people.
(iii) The responsibility to interpret, protect, defend and apply the constitutional provisions to specific
cases.
These three functions can be performed by the judiciary only when it is organised in such a way as can
make it independent and not subject to legislative and executive interferences and control.

O

YA

L

(a) A Sound Method of Appointment of Judges: The judges should be appointed in such a way
as can ensure both the appointment of highly qualified and dedicated persons as judges as well
as the independence of the judges from the appointing authority. Appointment of judges by the
executive is always considered to be the best available method. This method is being followed
by a large number of states.

G

(b) High Qualifications of Knowledge and Experience in the Legal Profession: Another equally
important condition for the securing of a healthy judiciary and judicial independence is to provide
for the appointment of only such persons as judges as are highly qualified, experienced and persons
of integrity. They should have a sound knowledge of law and a rich experience of conducting the
judicial work. It is only when the men who constitute the judiciary are legal luminaries, learned,
experienced and skilled in their profession that the courts can well discharge the onerous duty of
administering justice.
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Question 9.

[4]

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

N

Differentiate between the Provisions of Part III and Part IV of the Indian Constitution.
Answer.
(i) Part III (Article 12 to 35) of the constitution deals with the Fundamental Rights.
(ii) Fundamental Rights are justiciable by the court of law and reasonable restriction on the state.
(iii) Fundamental Rights can be on the ground for nullifying any legislature/Law in term of doctrine
of basic structure.
(iv) These Rights prohibits the state from doing certain things.
(v) Violation of Fundamental Rights may invite problems for government as well as individuals and
higher court may issue writ jurisdiction in this case.
(vi) On the other hand Part IV (Article 36 to 51) deals with DPSP (Directive Principles of State
Policy).
(vii) These are the constitutional instruction to the legislature and executive for framing policy and
legislations with respect to the country or state.
(viii) These are non-justiciable rights which are not enforced by the court of law, however parliament
or state legislature may provide a law for their enforcement.
(ix) These are the instruction to be followed by government for the welfare of the society while framing
policy and law.
(x) These aims to establish socio-economic democracy in the country, while fundamental rights
establish political democracy.
Question 10.

[4]

OT

HE

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.
Mohan is in tenth standard. His father got transferred and the family moved to Delhi from Guwahati,
Assam. Mohan has been denied admission in any nearby school as his father could not afford fees. Also,
to his dismay, schools were unexpectedly shut due to bad air quality index in Delhi region.
[1]

(ii) Why is this Fundamental Right important?

[1]

BR

(i) Which Fundamental Right of Mohan has been violated in the given situation?

(iii) Which Fundamental Right empowers Mohan and the other students to fight for the violation of
their Fundamental Rights? Briefly explain.
[2]
Answer.

YA

L

(i) Mohan has been violated from the Right to Education.
(ii) Right to Education is the first step to tackle poverty. Education helps an individual make informed
decisions for themselves and also contribute to the progress of the society and nation.

G

O

(iii) Right to Constitutional Remedies empowers Indian citizens to approach a court of law, in case of
any denial of the fundamental rights. This Right also empowers Courts to preserve or safeguard
the citizen’s fundamental rights as laid out in the Constitution. The right to move to the court
for securing the fundamental rights is enshrined in the Constitution. Article 32 provides effective
provisions for the protection and enforcement of fundamental rights.

Question 11.

[4]

(i) Discuss the role of the Zila Parishad in the development of the rural sector of India.
OR
th
(ii) Discuss any four features of the 74 Amendment Act.
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Answer.

HA

N

The Zila Panchayat is the third tier of the Panchayati Raj system and functions at the district levels in
all states. A Zila Parishad is an elected body. It acts as the link between the state government and the
village-level Gram Panchayat.
(i) The Zila Parishad is an official body that coordinates the activities of the Panchayats in all its
developmental activities, such as minor irrigation works, vocational and industrial schools, village
industries, sanitation and public health among others.
(ii) It advises the State Government on all matters relating to the Gram Panchayats and Panchayat
Samiti’s under its supervision and the needs of the rural population living therein.
(iii) It also supervises the work of the Panchayats. It also conducts the scrutiny of the budget estimates
of Panchayat Samiti’s in some states like Assam, Bihar and Punjab.

AS

(iv) It functions mostly through various Standing Committees, which oversee and coordinate the
common programmes of the villages under its jurisdiction.

AK

OR

PR

By this Act, Part IXA was inserted in the Constitution. After defining the Municipal area and the
Municipality, the Amendment Act lays down rules regarding the organisation, powers, functions and
finances of the institutions of Urban Local Government.

Question 12.

BR

OT

HE

RS

Salient Features of 74th Amendment Act:
(i) Constitution of three types of municipalities-Nagar Panchayats for fast urbanising rural areas,
Municipal Councils for smaller urban areas, and Municipal Corporations for larger urban areas.
(ii) Fixed five year term and continuity of operation for municipalities.
(iii) Appointment of an election commission in each state for conducting local elections to the
institutions of local government.
(iv) Appointment of a finance commission for local governments.
(v) Constitution of metropolitian and district planing committees in each state.
(vi) Provisions for reservation of seats for SCs, STs, OBCs and women.
(vii) Provision for reservation of seats of public offices for SCs, STs, and women.
[4]

L

What is Casteism? Briefly discuss its adverse role in Indian Politics.
Answer.

O

YA

Casteism is the belief in, and adherence to the caste system. It involves separation on the basis of caste.
For example, in India the Caste System constituted four major categories namely Brahmins, Khastriyas,
Vaishyas and Sudras. While Brahmins were engaged in spiritual work, Khastriyas were engaged in
warfare and Vaishyas did business. Sudras were required to do menial work.

G

The caste system plays a significant role in Indian politics. It helps in the direction of political socialization,
political mobilization, and institutionalisation. Various policies and programmes of political parties are
made on the basis of caste. Even the positions within a political party are determined on the basis of
caste. Caste plays a vital role in elections as people select their candidates on the basis of caste.
Hence, caste is encashed by the leaders for vote bank. Caste also plays the role of pressure group in the
arena of politics, as political bargaining is also based on caste. The administration is also influenced by
caste as appointments, postings and transfers are also influenced by caste. Even the officials also carry
out their administrative decisions keeping in mind caste considerations.
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MODEL TEST PAPER 1 (Unsolved)

[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

HA

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hour
Candidates are allowed an additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.

AS

SECTION A - 8 MARKS
Question 1.

AK

is established on the basis of the direct election at rural level. [1]

(i) The system of
Ans. Gram Panchayat

(ii) Using of religion in politics by State power is

PR

politics.

Ans. Communal
(iii) Article

consists of equal pay for equal work for men and women.

RS

Ans. Article 39

[1]
[1]

(iv) State whether the following statements are True or False:

HE

(a) The first female CJI was from Karnataka.
Ans. False

[1]

OT

(b) Social, Economic and political justice has been taken from the Russian Revolution in the
Indian Constitution.
[1]

BR

Ans. True

(c) Tamil Nadu has adopted the bicameral method.
Ans. True

[1]

O

YA

L

(v) Where did India get its concept of Single order of court?
(a) Government of India Act, 1935
(b) Government of India Act, 1919
(c) Pitts India Act, 1784
(d) None of the above

[1]

G

Ans. (a) Government of India Act, 1935
(vi) What are the ideals that a state must keep in mind while framing policies called?
(a) Fundamental Rights
(b) Directive Principles of State Policy
(c) Gandhian Principles
(d) Socialism

[1]

Ans. (b) Directive Principles of State Policy
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SECTION B - 12 MARKS
Answer the following questions briefly.
Question 2.

[2]

How and Who can remove the Judge of the Supreme Court of India?
[2]

N

Question 3.

Question 4.

HA

Discuss the significance of the Indian Constitution. Give any two points.

[2]

Question 5.

Question 6.
Briefly explain the features of the Fundamental Rights.

[2]

[2]

[2]

RS

Question 7.

PR

AK

What do you mean by the independence of the judiciary?
OR
What is the meaning of “social equality” in the Indian Constitution?

AS

What is difference between Municipal Corporation and Municipal Council?

HE

By the 44th Amendment Act (1978) a new directive principle, Article 38(2) was added to Part IV of
the Indian Constitution. What does it provide?

SECTION C - 20 MARKS

OT

Answer the following questions.
Question 8.

[4]

Question 9.

BR

What are the functions of the Gram sabha?

[4]

[4]

YA

Question 10.

L

Explain the meaning of communalism and discuss its effects on the functioning of Indian democracy.

G

O

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.
A Gram Panchayat is a deliberative cum executive body. It transacts its business by passing resolutions.
The Sarpanch convenes, presides over and conducts the meetings of the Panchayat and exercises control
over its administration. He exercises the powers that are delegated to him by the Panchayat. At least one
meeting in a month is compulsory. The Panchayat, functions through four or more committees. The Sarpanch
is the ex-officio member and President of each committee. The other members are elected by the members
from amongst themselves. The members of a Panchayat can request the Sarpanch for a special meeting.
(i) Write any one function of Sarpanch.

[1]

(ii) Who can request to the Sarpanch for special meeting?

[1]

(iii) Mention any two functions of the Gram Panchayat.

[2]
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Question 11.

[4]

Describe the different arguments made in favour of protection of depressed class in the Constituent
Assembly.
OR
What is impeachment? Briefly explain.
[4]

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

AK

AS

HA

What do you understand by Judicial activism? Write about the power of judicial activism.

N

Question 12.
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MODEL TEST PAPER 2 (Unsolved)

[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

HA

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

Ans. Caste
(ii) _________ tiers are in the Panchayati Raj system of India.

PR

Ans. Three

AK

(i) Social divisions based on __________ are peculiar to India.

AS

SECTION A - 8 MARKS
Question 1.

RS

(iii) K.M. Munshi was associated with______________.
Ans. Constitution drafting committee

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hour
Candidates are allowed an additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.

[1]
[1]
[1]

(iv) State whether the following statements are True or False:

HE

(a) DPSP are not legally enforceable.

[1]

OT

Ans. True
(b) The date of implementation of the Indian Constitution was November 26, 1949.

[1]

Ans. True

BR

Ans. False
(c) Article 124 to 147 and Part V of the Indian Constitution informs about the composition and
powers of the Supreme Court.
[1]
[1]

YA

L

(v) Which of the following committee recommended for Panchayati Raj System in India?
(a) Punchhi Samiti
(b) Balwantrai Mehta Committee
(c) Singhvi Committee
(d) Wadhwa Committee
Ans. (b) Balwantrai Mehta Committee

[1]

G

O

(vi) In India seats are reserved for women in:
(a) Lok Sabha
(b) State legislative assemblies
(c) Cabinets
(d) Panchayati Raj bodies
Ans. (d) Panchayati Raj bodies

SECTION B - 12 MARKS
Answer the following questions briefly.
Question 2.

[2]

What do you understand by the term “Preamble”?
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Question 3.

[2]

About the Conscience of the Constitution, what does justice Chandrachud discuss?
Question 4.

[2]

What do you mean by “port trust”? Explain the work of port trust.
[2]

HA

What are the four ideals of the constitution? Explain briefly.
OR
Explain about the quorum of the Panchayat Samiti and the quorum of the municipal council.

N

Question 5.

[2]

AS

Question 6.
Elaborate “Directive principles are mere promises”.

AK

Question 7.

[2]

PR

State the importance of reforms in the education system to check communalism under strengthening
Indian Democracy.

SECTION C - 20 MARKS
Answer the following questions.

RS

Question 8.

[4]

HE

How can you say that the right to vote to every adult in Indian constitution is a unique provision?
Question 9.

[4]

OT

Why is violence between two communities considered a threat to democracy?
Question 10.

[4]

YA

L

BR

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.
After the passing of the 73rd Amendment Act, Panchayati Raj continues to be a three tier structure: Gram
Sabha and Gram Panchayat at the Village level, the Panchayat Samiti at the intermediate level (Block level
or Taluka level or Tehsil level), and Zila Parishad at the District level. The nomenclature, however differs
from state to state. Further, the states with less than 20 lakhs population have been given the option to
have or not to have the intermediate level Panchayat Samiti.
(i) When was the 73rd Amendment Act passed?
[1]
(ii) What is Gram Sabha?
[1]

O

(iii) Write two functions of the Zila Parishad.

G

Question 11.

[2]
[4]

What are the five salient features of the Indian constitution? Describe briefly each salient feature.
OR
Why is success of rural and urban local self-government institutions needed? Give a brief description.
Question 12.

[4]

What do you mean by judicial review? Explain the features of judicial review.
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MODEL TEST PAPER 3 (Unsolved)

[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

HA

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

SECTION A - 8 MARKS

AS

Question 1.

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hour
Candidates are allowed an additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.

AK

(i) “The language of Preamble” of the Indian constitution is taken from the constitution of
____________.
[1]
Ans. Australia

PR

(ii) ___________schedule was added to the constitution by the 73rd Constitutional Amendment. [1]
Ans. 11th

(iii) ______________ was the main purpose behind bringing the Panchayati Raj system to India. [1]

RS

Ans. Decentralization of powers

BR

OT

HE

(iv) State whether the following statements are True or False:
(a) The concept of Federation was mentioned in Government of India Act 1935.
Ans. True
(b) Judge of the Supreme Court gives his resignation letter to the Chief Justice.
Ans. False
(c) The Supreme Court was inaugurated on January 28, 1950.
Ans. True
(v) Which of the articles in the Constitution state the Gandhian Principles?
(a) Articles 40-48
(b) Articles 41-48
(c) Articles 42
(d) Articles 40

[1]
[1]
[1]
[1]

YA

L

Ans. (a) Articles 40-48

[1]

G

O

(vi) What is the true meaning of “Secular”?
(a) All religions are equal in the eyes of the government
(b) Special importance to a religion related to minorities
(c) One religion is promoted by the government
(d) Religious inequality

Ans. (a) All religions are equal in the eyes of the government

SECTION B - 12 MARKS
Answer the following questions briefly.
Question 2.

[2]

What does directive principles constitute together?
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Question 3.

[2]

What is provision of reservation of seats for the Municipal Committee?
Question 4.

[2]

Why was the special status given to Jammu and Kashmir under Article 370?

Question 6.

N

[2]

HA

Question 5.
What does Criminal Law Amendment Act provides?
OR
Name the two committees of cantonment board. Briefly explain both committees.

[2]

AS

Mention any two constitutional provisions that make India a Secular State.
Question 7.

[2]

PR

SECTION C - 20 MARKS

AK

Explain about the position of the US Supreme Court. Give any three points, how is it different from Indian
Supreme Court.

Answer the following questions.
Question 8.

[4]

RS

Explain civil, revenue and judicial functions of the gram panchayat.
Question 9.

[4]

HE

Explain the status of women’s representation in India’s legislative bodies.
Question 10.

[4]

OT

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.

YA

L

BR

A petition by a human rights group drew attention of the court to the condition of starvation and hunger
in the country. Over five crore tonnes of food grains was stored in the godowns of the Food Corporation
of India. Research shows that a large number of ration cardholders do not know about the quantity of
food grains they can purchase from fair price shops. It requested the court to order the government to
improve its public distribution system.
(i) Which different rights does this case involve?
[1]
(ii) How are these rights interlinked?
[1]
(iii) Should these rights form part of the right to life?
[2]
[4]

Question 12.

[4]

G

O

Question 11.
How have states taken several steps for introducing prohibition?
OR
Give the brief description of the constitutional advisor of the Government of India.

What are the miscellaneous powers and functions of the Supreme Court of India?
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MODEL TEST PAPER 4 (Unsolved)

[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

HA

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

AS

SECTION A - 8 MARKS
Question 1.

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hour
Candidates are allowed an additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.

[1]

AK

(i) A Supreme Court judge can be removed only in the condition of _____________.
Ans. misconduct and incapacity

PR

(ii) Article _________ of the Constitution talks about securing a living wage, a decent standard of
living along with social and cultural opportunities for all workers.
[1]
Ans. Article 43

RS

(iii) The Constitution allows the ________ to intervene in the matters of religion in order to ensure
equality within different religious communities.
[1]
Ans. state

BR

OT

HE

(iv) State whether the following statements are True or False:
(a) Judges of Supreme Court are appointed by the President of India.
Ans. True
(b) India is obliged to obey the UN in its internal affairs.
Ans. False
(c) Minimum age should be 18 years to contest the election at the panchayat level.
Ans. False

[1]
[1]
[1]

YA

L

(v) Which of the following articles states about the establishment of the Supreme Court?
(a) Article 176
(b) Article 153
(c) Article 124
(d) Article 324
Ans. (c) Article 124

[1]

[1]

G

O

(vi) Which among the following statements about India’s Constitution is wrong?
(a) It prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion.
(b) It gives official status to one religion.
(c) It provides to all individuals freedom to profess any religion.
(d) It ensures equality of citizens within religious communities.
Ans. (b) It gives official status to one religion.

SECTION B - 12 MARKS
Answer the following questions briefly.
Question 2.

[2]

Write the similarities of the federal systems of the United States of America and India.
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Question 3.

[2]

Mention the main responsibility of executive officer of the Municipal Corporation.
Question 4.

[2]

“Communalism highly effects the functions of Indian democracy.” Discuss.
[2]

Question 6.

HA

Why is judiciary the most important organ of government from citizen’s point of view?
OR
What qualifications are required for the judge of Supreme Court and High Court? Explain.

N

Question 5.

[2]

AS

Define the word “sarpanch”.What is the role of sarpanch in the gram panchayat?

[2]

AK

Question 7.

Explain three forms of political violence in India. Comment briefly on the causes of each.

SECTION C - 20 MARKS

PR

Answer the following questions.
Question 8.

[4]

RS

What do you mean by Authoritarian state? Explain four features of an Authoritarian State.
Question 9.

[4]

HE

“Fundamental rights provide for political democracy whereas directive principles aim at socio-economic
democracy”. Elaborate briefly.

OT

Question 10.

[4]

G

O

YA

L

BR

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.
The Indian Constitution is based on a delicate principle of limited separation of powers and checks and
balances. This means that each organ of the government has a clear area of functioning. Thus, the Parliament
is supreme in making laws and amending the Constitution, the executive is supreme in implementing them
while the judiciary is supreme in settling disputes and deciding whether the laws that have been made
are in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. Despite such clear cut division of power the
conflict between the Parliament and judiciary, and executive and the judiciary has remained a recurrent
theme in Indian politics.
(i) What is the base of Indian constitution?
[1]
(ii) What are the main functions of Parliament and executive?
[1]
(iii) Mention one important function of judiciary.
[2]
Question 11.
[4]
State the composition of Nagar panchayats and the provision of reservation of seats in the Nagar Panchayat.
OR
Briefly explain how the regionalism is different from communalism?
Question 12.
Briefly describe the main features of the 73rd and 74th Amendment act?

[4]
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MODEL TEST PAPER 5 (Unsolved)

[Based on the Latest Specimen Question Paper released by CISCE]

AS

SECTION A - 8 MARKS

HA

Answer all questions in Section A, Section B and Section C.
The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets. [ ]

N

Maximum Marks: 40
Time allowed: One and a half hour
Candidates are allowed an additional 10 minutes for only reading the paper.
They must NOT start writing during this time.

Question 1.

AK

(i) _________year is related to Berubari Case.
Ans. 1960

[1]

PR

(ii) For the financial review of Panchayats, the State ____________ is established after 6 years. [1]
Ans. Finance Commission

RS

(iii) New kinds of caste groups have come up in the political arena like ________and ______caste
groups.
[1]
Ans. backward and forward

OT

HE

(iv) State whether the following statements are True or False:
(a) A Judge of the Supreme Court can remain in office till the age of 65 years.
[1]
Ans. True
(b) In the Keshavanand Bharti case, the Supreme Court had said that the Preamble of the
Constitution is part of the Constitution.
[1]

Ans. True

BR

Ans. False
(c) Article 44 states ‘secure for all citizens a uniform civil code throughout the country’.

[1]

O

YA

L

(v) Who among the following said that the preamble of the Indian Constitution is “The Keynote of
the Constitution”?
[1]
(a) Ernest Barker
(b) Jawaharlal Nehru
(c) Dr. Ambedkar
(d) Dr. Rajendra Prasaad

G

Ans. (a) Ernest Barker
(vi) When we speak of gender divisions, we usually refer to:
(a) Biological difference between men and women
(b) Unequal roles assigned by the society to men and women
(c) Unequal child sex ratio
(d) Absence of voting rights for women in democracies.

[1]

Ans. (b) Unequal roles assigned by the society to men and women
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SECTION B - 12 MARKS
Answer the following questions briefly.
Question 2.

[2]

What Bryce wrote about judiciary in his book ‘Modern Democracies’?
Question 3.

[2]

HA

Question 4.

N

Critically examine the importance of the preamble of the Indian Constitution.

[2]

AS

What do multi-purpose projects refer? List some multi-purpose projects.
Question 5.
Evaluate the principles of judicial review, with reference to India.

AK

OR

[2]

PR

How does religion influence the political set up in our country? Explain.
Question 6.

[2]

RS

Explain the various forms that caste can take in politics. State how the caste inequalities are still
continuing in India?
Question 7.

[2]

HE

State the features and limitations of the judicial review.

OT

SECTION C - 20 MARKS

Question 8.

BR

Answer the following questions.

[4]

Question 9.

L

How the directive principles of State policy were implemented? Explain it’s different principles.
[4]

YA

Evaluate the difference between communalism, casteism and regionalism.
Question 10.

[4]

O

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.

G

Besides, as we saw in the section on jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, in the case of federal relations
too, the Supreme Court can use the review powers if a law is inconsistent with the distribution of powers
laid down by the Constitution. Suppose, the central government makes a law, which according to some
States, concerns a subject from the State list. Then the States can go to the Supreme Court and if the
court agrees with them, it would declare that the law is unconstitutional. In this sense, the review power
of the Supreme Court includes power to review legislations on the ground that they violate fundamental
rights or on the ground that they violate the federal distribution of powers. The review power extends
to the laws passed by State legislatures also.
Goyal’s ISC Political Science Question Bank with MTP Class 12 for Semester-2 Examination

103

GOYAL
BROTHERS
PRAKASHAN

A DIGITAL LEARNING APP

Learn @ ` 1 Per Day

(i) What is judicial review by the Supreme Court?

[1]

(ii) What does judicial review consist of?

[1]

(iii) How does judicial review extend in the federal distribution of power?

[2]

Question 11.

[4]

OR
Explain any three important causes of regionalism in Indian politics.

AS

Question 12.

HA

N

Why is it said that Directive Principles of State Policy constitute a yardstick for measuring the worth
of the government?

G

O

YA

L

BR

OT

HE

RS

PR

AK

Discuss the control of state government over gram panchayats.

[4]
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